
BLACK OAK LAKE’S LAKE TROUT 

 
Most of us know that Black Oak Lake is host to a genetically 

unique strain of lake trout. They are elusive and most of us 
have rarely, if ever, seen one. Not so the DNR. Because there 

are none other like ours the DNR’s central design for its care of 
the total fishery on Black Oak Lake is the protection of our lake 

trout. Every other fishery decision they make revolves around 

that. For example, this is why they ceased stocking walleye 
when the cisco population went down in about 2005. Cisco are 

the favorite prey of both the trout and walleye. They have been 
doing this periodic trout monitoring since 1985. 

Since a catastrophe on Black Oak would otherwise mean 
extinction the DNR occasionally milks males and females and 

raises the offspring in their hatchery in Bayfield, WI. They then 
plant those young fish in carefully selected lakes where they 

hopefully will take hold. It is too early to know if that has 
happened. 

On the night of October 28, 2010, a three man team from the 
DNR came to Black Oak to do this for the first time since 2004. 

Lake trout spawn in the fall in water of 46 to 50 degrees F on a 
gravely bottom in 40 feet of water at and after dusk. The team 

set gill nets that were 5’ high and 300’ long. The nets have a 

weighted line along one edge to hold the net on the bottom and 
a floating line on the other edge plus locator/retrieval lines 

going down from the surface to both ends of the net. The nets 
are left in for just under an hour because fish can die if they 

are tangled too badly for too long. The nets are then retrieved 
and the lake trout are put into large tubs in their oversized 

john boat. Any non-trout are thrown back. They placed their 
nets perpendicular to shore in the area of our former slalom 

course. 

Several lake residents and ten Conserve students under science 

teacher Robert Eady then joined the DNR team on the beach to 
witness the “processing” of the 72 trout they netted. Here they 

are tagged, checked for previous tags (19 of these were 
found), sexed, weighed and measured. They then put those 

most ready to naturally spawn (about an equal number of 

males and females) into a large holding net to be held until the 
next morning when the hatchery folks would arrive to spawn 

them. 



 

         

 

 

 

 



        

 

 

 
 

The next day the hatchery team of four arrived and brought the 
fish to the public beach where most of the same folks from the 

night before were waiting to watch and learn. 

They set up a traveling chemistry lab to …….. well, make 

babies! The females were milked of eggs – that’s the orange 
colored stuff. The males were similarly milked for their sperm 

and the two were swirled together in a small tub. Doesn’t 
sound like much fun, does it? All this was done with the fish 

anesthetized and groggy. The sperm / egg mixture was also 
treated with chemicals to ensure fertilization. We were told 

that the success rate from egg to adult fish was well over 90% 
in their hatchery while in the wild it was less than 1/10 of one 

percent! 

 



             

       



          

 

 

 

 

The fish were then returned to Black Oak Lake. They were still 
rather lethargic so the team tended to them until they finally 

took off on their own. 

 

 

 



 

 

DNR team leader, Wes Jahns (that’s him with the white sleeves 

the night before), said that their report will be at least a month 
away and we will get a copy then. Overall, he said they got far 

more lake trout then they expected. They couldn’t even 
completely unload their nets into their boats there were so 

many fish. Many that were so laboriously caught had to be 
simply thrown back. He said the 2004 population estimate for 

the entire lake was just under 300 trout and that that will 
definitely have to be raised. 

 

At the public beach the next morning the fishery folks listened 

to concerns regarding “stripping Black Oak Lake of its lake 
trout”. They said they took about 27,000 eggs which, had they 

been left in Black Oak, would have become fewer than 30 fish. 

Considering they spawned such a small percentage of the fish 
in the lake and considering that the fish live and reproduce for 

decades the effect would be miniscule and well worth saving 
the species. 

 

 

   


