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BOLPF NEWS 
Fall 2022

A Letter from our President - Bonnie Clarke 
Greetings to all who enjoy and appreciate Black 

Oak Lake.  When I could put off writing a President's letter 
no longer, I asked my brother Walt if he had copies of 
previous newsletters.  His usual answer, “It's on the 
Website!” Sure enough, under the "About Us" column were 
all the documents from 1975 onward. Then I looked at 
Frank Surpless’s book, "We Call you our own," and 
discovered it too was on the website -- in the "Our Work" 
column under "Historiography" -- a pdf of all 213 pages and 
photos!  It’s amazing what's on the website and in the 
directory.  Check it out at https://blackoaklake.com/ .

We are all interested in preserving our Lake. We are grateful to many who have given time, energy, 
and expertise. We have been vigilant and lucky and have not found Eurasian Milfoil in our waters. Keith 
Montgomery has continued Bill Foreman's good work in coordinating the AIS inspections program at the 
boat landing. And "Thank you" Cindy Miller and the shoreline monitors. All of us should be watching for the 
invasive species illustrated in the directory. We are fortunate to have Dr. Susan Knight examine our lake with 
her scope – a 6.5-hour journey around the lake -- and report on what she has seen over the last decade. So 
far, so good.  But we cannot be complacent, as the cost of invasion by Eurasian milfoil is very high in dollars 
and enjoyment of the lake.  

A third La Niña is predicted for this year.  This may mean more rain and snow and colder 
temperatures. If you haven’t looked at "Water Level" reporting (under "Our Work" on the website), spend 
some time studying the chart and learning about piezometers. Because of historic high water, boat houses 
have been raised, piers replaced, and rocks piled on the shoreline. Because Black Oak Lake has an ASNRI 
(Area of Special Natural Resources) designation by the DNR, a permit is required for shoreline work. Quita 
Sheehan, the Conservation Specialist for the Vilas County Land and Water Department is happy to come 
out to evaluate your shoreline and send you permit, riprap info, and give suggestions for native plantings. 

The on-going health of our lake depends on several factors, both on the water and onshore. 
Onshore and shoreline activity affect lake habitat and lake chemistry. We are partnering with Healthy Lakes 
and Rivers to study the shoreline of Black Oak Lake. If you wish, you can fill out a survey to see how your 
shoreline and onshore activity might affect lake health, and then also receive some advice. Here's how you 
do it:

https://blackoaklake.com/
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1. Go here:  https://survey.healthylakeswi.com/partners.asp
2. Select: "Score my shore" (top right)
3. Then select either "Register for an account" or "Answer anonymously" (see descriptions under each)
4. Fill in information
5. Submit when done
6. See results!

You can elect to register after you have answered anonymously, and you can also choose to link your 
results to the Black Oak map.

Another concern is the artificially high waves from the wake boats.  The effect on shorelines and lake 
bottoms is being studied extensively. We are fortunate that our 4 wake boat owners follow best practices, staying 
as far as possible from the shoreline in the deepest part of the Lake and limiting the number of wake boats out at 
one time. This winter, we will be reviewing the latest research on the impact of all types of watercraft in our lake 
and might update the advice we have on "courtesy" in the lake directory and on the website under "Our Work/
Lake Courtesy” as well as signage at the boat landing.      

        We are planning on a post pandemic 2023 to enjoy more social activities and time together.  
 

·       This year, the Picnic had a great turnout, and the auction was amazing. "Thank you" Sharon Basten! 
Thanks also Mary Jo Zane, Kathy Kelly, Kay Fleming, Dar Erickson, Susie Whipp, and those who 
donated and bought auction items! 

·       We revived the Walk Around the Lake with a picnic at Dirk Meyer’s. Thank you Nancy Travis!
·       Thanks to Sara Beedie for organizing the pontoon parties.
·       There is talk of Docktail parties next Summer with kayaks and paddleboards.
·       And hopefully we will be able to have the Progressive and Survivor dinners. Everyone seems to enjoy 

getting together.    
 

 Thank you to the Board Members, especially Chris Hook for mentoring me and putting together this 
Newsletter, Dave Paton our VP, Sue Woltman, our Treasurer, Celia Kistler, Secretary, Keith Montgomery, AIS 
Coordinator and Grant Administrator, Rob Aikins, investments, Nancy Travis, social chair, and Lauralyn Duff, 
Meghan Woltman, and Donna Barber and the Nominating Committee Jessica Braun, Kathy Kelly, and Barbara 
Annin. Thank you to Walt Bates for his email blasts and for knowing what’s going on at BOL and to Kristen and 
Jason Barringer for their work with our terrific website. And "Thank you" to each of you for caring for our treasure 
and preserving it for the generations to come!  

Stay well this Winter! See you on the Lake in 2023!   

Cheers, Bonnie
 

PS. Don’t forget the line in the BOL song “My dues I’ll pay!” 

President’s Letter Continues…

https://survey.healthylakeswi.com/partners.asp
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Clean Boats Clean Waters - Keith Montgomery 
 The year of inspec/ons is drawing to a close. We will cut back from 13 hours to 12 hours per day on 

October 1 (7:00am to 7:00pm) and we'll end our season on October 16 unless there is a second summer. Things 

have been going very smoothly thanks to Karl Hoessel, our scheduler (Karl also inspects). 

 So far this year (to September 18) a total of 1,031 boats have been inspected upon entry (in 2021 for the 

same period it was 1,100 boats). Inspectors work with owners to do a visual check of the boat and trailer for 

invasives, to ask if any live wells have been emp/ed of water, and also to inquire if the boat has been on any other 

lakes in the past 5 days. There are also boats leaving that need to be approached to talk about ensuring that tanks 

are emp/ed. Our inspectors have interacted a total of 3,670 /mes with individuals both entering and leaving. 

Landing ac/vity through September 18: 

 Looking at the chart below and ignoring the big peaks and lows, the general paPern is that things go 

along at a low, steady pace in May (mainly fishing boats), and then ramp up quickly at Memorial Day. Things then 

hold steady through June un/l mid- to late-August then start to drop down to the May level (interrupted by the 

Labor Day weekend). The year will run out from there. This is all typical. 

The significant lows are due to bad weather. Weekends produce high peaks. And then there are days that always 

stand out: 

·      Opening Day, May 7, stood out as a total bust this year due to ice at the landing. In fact, we began 
inspec/ons Monday, May 9. A notable surge of ac/vity on May 14 made up for some of that. 

·      Memorial Day weekend was huge this year at roughly twice the level in 2021, due to good weather. 

·      Mid-June is always high and followed by July 4 (which was on a Monday and made a long weekend of it).  

·      Labor Day is never as high as other holidays, but it stands out as ac/vity has declined by late-August. 
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Where boats come from: 

 While the rhythm of inspec/ons is interes/ng, the maPer of where boats are coming from is even more 

interes/ng – crucial, in fact -- because it lays bare the risks we face and why we need to do inspec/ons. 

 One ques/on inspectors ask is, "Has your boat been in any other lake within the past 5 days?" (Over five days 

and invasives are not likely to survive – but inspectors will s/ll 

always check the boat and trailer.)  

So far this year, 409 boats have come from other lakes within the 

past 5 days – that's 40% of all entering boats. Some of these 

boats have been in more than one lake in the past five days – a 

total of 461 lakes were visited "in the past 5 days." 

 Here's a graphic of where these boats are coming from, 

showing lakes appearing 2 or more /mes in the survey 

responses. In the full data set, a total of 108 lakes are 

represented. 

 Now here's where it gets interes/ng ….. at the end of 

this report is a table of the invasives in the lakes with 3 or more entries to September 18 (this leaves out 91 entries). 

The plants and spiny waterflea and fish are in color. Taking into account the number of visits from each lake, 86% of all 

origina/ng lakes have aqua/c plant invasives. 

 So, the amount of traffic from lakes with invasives is huge. There is no ques/on about it: If we did not do 

inspec.ons, we would have Eurasian Milfoil and other aqua.c invasives in our lake by now, affec.ng its quality for 

fishing, boa.ng, and swimming, on the lake and off our docks. 

Story on Priority Aqua/c Invasives program: hPps://www.wxpr.org/news/

2021-04-06/wisconsin-dnr-launches-new-lake-monitoring-and-protec/on-

network  

Further informa/on from Vilas County: hPps://www.vilascountywi.gov/

departments/services/land_water_conserva/on/aqua/c_invasive_species_(ais).php  

https://www.wxpr.org/news/2021-04-06/wisconsin-dnr-launches-new-lake-monitoring-and-protection-network
https://www.wxpr.org/news/2021-04-06/wisconsin-dnr-launches-new-lake-monitoring-and-protection-network
https://www.wxpr.org/news/2021-04-06/wisconsin-dnr-launches-new-lake-monitoring-and-protection-network
https://www.vilascountywi.gov/departments/services/land_water_conservation/aquatic_invasive_species_(ais).php
https://www.vilascountywi.gov/departments/services/land_water_conservation/aquatic_invasive_species_(ais).php
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Annual Lake Survey — Dr. Susan Knight
Walt Bates, Dirk Meyer, Keith Montgomery, John Clarke (and Bonnie Clark in the afternoon) and I boarded 
Walt’s pontoon boat on 23 September 2022 to search for aquatic invasive species, and especially Eurasian 
water milfoil (EWM) on Black Oak Lake. The weather was chilly and cloudy, but the rain held off until we were 
done. We found no EWM or any other invasive species.
 
The lake was choppy most of the day and I needed the Aqua Scope attached to the special boom that was 
created to support the Scope.  Because of the wind forecast, we headed first to Barber’s Bay along the north 
shore. We then headed back west along the south shore to the west bay where we were largely in the lee of 
the worst of the wind. As in other years, we found some EWM look-alikes, including northern water-milfoil, 
water marigold and alternate-flowered water-milfoil. I pulled up northern water-milfoil and water marigold a few 
times to convince myself it was not EWM, as the northern water-milfoil in Black Oak Lake (and the water 
marigold in other lakes) often has a reddish tinge to the uppermost leaves and stems, as is also common with 
EWM. The northern water-milfoil was starting to make dense, bright green turions. We found plenty of other 
native plants, including fern-leaf pondweed, wild celery and large-leaf pondweed (“cabbage”) indicating a 
healthy plant community.  
 
I continue to see a healthy population of large purple bladderwort (LPB) in the far west end of the lake but my 
sense is that it may be expanding eastward.  We found LPB in Dollar Bay, and, though I did not remember 
seeing it that far east in other years, my report from last year noted I saw it in some parts of the north bay 
(northwest of the Annin property) and so this might not be an expansion. Like common bladderwort, LPB is a 
carnivorous plant, and ingests small aquatic animals, especially zooplankton, to augment its nutrient supply. In 
some lakes, LPB forms floating rafts that interfere with recreation and can become a nuisance. LPB is 
abundant in much of the shallow west bay but does not appear to cause any trouble. This plant does not have 
any roots, and it is unlikely to persist in any other part of the lake where it would be likely be windrowed onto 
shore.  
  
I understand the lake level has dropped about 6” this summer, and changes in lake level may lead to changes 
in the plant community.  The increase in LPB over the years may have been associated with increased water 
levels; I reported a large increase in LPB in 2017 after a sizeable increase in lake level from 2016. 

Barber’s Bay is the part of the lake most vulnerable to invasive plants for several reasons.  Winds are often out 
of the west, so winds could potentially carry invasive plants from the landing (where they are most likely to 
originate) toward Barber’s Bay. This bay has a rich diversity of native plants, which is good and bad. With such 
a density of natives, there is perhaps less “room” for an invasive plant to find space to root. However, the high 
density and diversity also means that aquatic plants are successful there, and likely EWM would be successful 
too, given a chance to get started.  We should all be especially appreciative of the monitors’ (including Dirk’s 
and Cindy Miller’s) diligence in combing Barber’s Bay many times each summer. I understand it is hard to pick 
out EWM among all those other plants, and I appreciate everyone’s efforts.  On our survey every year, we 
traverse this bay more than other areas to be as sure as possible it is free of any invasive plants.  

It is critically important that everyone involved in the Clean Boats Clean Waters and the Lake Monitor program 
remain alert to invasive species throughout the open-water season. While we crisscross the lake and look hard 
for invasive species, the area I am directly observing is tiny compared to the entire lake. Everyone remembers 
the 2015 event when the dock removal team tried to get onto the lake laden with EWM. Your vigilance is 
paramount! You are famous in the Northwoods for being the lake most seriously guarding against the entry of 
invasive species.  As a  testament to your superior efforts, I want to acknowledge and congratulate you all on 
winning the well-earned Wisconsin Lake Stewardship award in 2022!
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Your lake-wide attention has obviously paid off. Remember to watch for EWM along the shoreline as well as in 
the water, since EWM, should it ever occur, will likely fragment and some fragments may wash up on shore. 
Thanks, everyone, and see you next year.
 

Water Levels and Boat Survey — Walt Bates
Water level has declined over the summer and early fall. We started the 
summer at 47" and as of today, October 7, it is 43.5". But if you prefer lower 
water don't get overly excited. It did the same thing last summer but then 
came the winter of '21/'22 which delivered more than twice the snowfall of the 
previous winter and we were back up again. Notice the linked graph just 
before the piezometer study coverage under OUR WORK > WATER LEVEL 
REPORTING. It shows local water levels over the past 80 years and shows 
that both extremes, high and low, don't usually last very long before reversing.

In case you missed the latest Black Oak boat survey, the percentages haven't 
changed much. In early August I counted a total of 155 boats that are based 
on the lake. The counts were 58 Pontoons (37%), 45 Inboard Ski Boats (29%), 
20 Outboards of 50HP or more (13%), 23 Outboards of less than 50 HP 
(15%), 6 Jet Skis, 2 Sailboats and 1 Electric Boat. Sandi says I have entirely 
too much time on my hands.

Volunteer Shoreline Monitors — Cindy Miller
The program had 16 returning volunteers, who inspected the waters off the shore for invasive species. 
Monitors inspect their assigned section monthly between May and September. We are always looking for new 
volunteers, so if you can help, please Call Cindy Miller at 815-861-1707.

It is also important for property owners to learn about the Eurasian watermilfoil plant, and inspect the area 
around your dock monthly.  A multi pronged approach by paid inspectors at the beach, volunteer monitors, and 
home owners is our best defense against invasive plants before they are a problem.  See Wisconsin DNR for  
information:   https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Invasives/fact/EurasianWatermilfoil.html

Culver News — Mike Saad (Culver spokesman)
We will be hosting Land O Lakes SOAR Middle School on October 27/28.  We will be offering some 
programming which will include a tour of the Waste Treatment Facility and we will be sharing a history of the 
Campus and a tour of the Jim Lowenstine Museum.

We will have UW Oshkosh here in January doing some outdoor environmental education. We are looking 
forward to more frequent activity involving UW Oshkosh and the campus being used on a more consistent 
basis.

We are also working on our own in-house outdoor programs which we are hoping to offer to our local school 
systems.  Once we define them a little better we will share what we intend to offer.  

The good news is the Campus should see increased educational opportunities.

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Invasives/fact/EurasianWatermilfoil.html
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Treasurers Report - Sue Woltman 
As you can see from the report below, 2022 is looking to be another financially stable year for 

BOLPF, in spite of market setbacks. 

The auction in July raised an impressive $11,895.00 thanks to our dedicated auction committee and 
your thoughtful donations and purchases. 

Your continued monetary support and volunteer time are immensely appreciated. If you have not 
already done so, please pay your dues, make a donation or memorial gift, or contribute to Dollars for Hours. 

Please send dues, donations etc to BOLPF, PO Box 151, Land O Lakes, WI 54540, or you can send 
them directly to me from October through May —Sue Woltman, 902 Meadows Rd. Geneva, IL 60134— as 
the mail will be forwarded to me those months. If your bank sends checks on your behalf, please know that 
they are not always forwarded and it is better to send directly to me. 

Thank you again for your continued care and support of our beautiful Black Oak Lake. 
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BOLPF Membership 
 The mandate of the Black Oak Lake Preserva/on Founda/on is to Protect Black Oak Lake Waters and Shoreline. 
Addi/onally, and certainly not all inclusive, is to manage natural fish and wildlife habitats, maintain ordinances and other 
safeguards and to promote safety. Our organiza/on has a proud history of broad involvement by many individuals whose 
thoughjulness and stewardship focus have brought us here.  

Much of our success is credited to you, BOLPF members. Your physical par/cipa/on and financial support is the 
propeller that drives the Black Oak Lake Preserva/on Founda/on.  In order to keep BOL the special place that it is 
requires the help of every single member.  

The most significant way the Founda/on does this is through the pioneering “Clean Boats, Clean Waters” (CBCW) 
program currently run by Keith Montgomery and his team. This was started some /me ago with the efforts of Walt 
Bates, Dirk Meyer, John Annin, Bill Foreman, and many others too numerous to list, so a special hats-off to those 
members. This program has been fulfilling the mission evident in its name for years and has been acknowledged by the 
state and other riparian associa/ons for its effec/veness. 

When it comes to the cost of this program, it is largely funded by the “dues” * requested from the membership. 
“Membership” is defined as property owners or, frankly, those next in line to become one. As we have emerged from the 
last few years many have been catching up on things missed, including the Black Oak Lake Preserva/on Founda/on dues. 
If you s.ll need to pay 2022 dues, please see Sue’s treasurer report in this newsleEer for the BOLPF address. Again, 
the BOLPF board thanks you. 

The CBCW program uses approximately the first 1,000 $30 contribu/ons and that’s aqer a DNR grant helps and we’re 
s/ll short of breakeven! I don’t think it’s too bold to say we need every one of them as hitng THAT number has been 
challenging. 
  
 Do you have an IRA? Does the current year have a “required minimum distribu/on” or “RMD” to it? The charitable RMD 
was made permanent a few years back. It allows IRA owners to direct their RMD to the charity/501C3 of their choice. 
That meets the IRS demand, the IRA owner isn’t taxed on it, and the Black Oak Lake Preserva/on Founda/on is 
financially for/fied.  

We’ll be talking more about “planned giving” and how your generosity can become a real legacy for the families and 
individuals of Black Oak Lake in coming months, years, and genera/ons.  

We are also in discussion about adding other ameni/es and func/on to the website as well that will provide more 
dis/nct access to the informa/on most important to members. A chat func/on? A “pay” func/on? Those and others are 
being considered… input is ALWAYS encouraged and welcomed. 

I’m a new member to the BOLPF board and for that, I thank you. I do, however, have my 50-year pin and my family has 
been on the lake since 1917. My fervent hope is that EVERY family has that same opportunity!  Sharon Basten and I 
con/nue to strategize about membership and making that membership mean something more to all of you. 
Please don’t hesitate to reach out to any BOLPF board member with any construc/ve sugges/on or comment. 
  
David Paton 
BOLPF VP and Membership Chair 

* the term “dues” implies this is a demand or debt which seems a liPle overbearing. I’m all for a different term for what 
should be a joyful expression of support for our community and Black Oak Lake.  Your input is welcomed and 
appreciated! 
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2022 Auction Report - Kay Fleming 

THANK YOU EVERYONE!
 
            
  Once again, BOLPF had a very successful Auction.  Our current profit is close to $12,000. This 
includes the Silent Auction, Raffle and Cash Donations.

A big thank you goes to all the businesses listed at the end of this article.  For the first time they 
donated all the gift card certificates, so we didn’t have to use our cash donations. Also, for the first time, we 
went outside Land O Lakes to include Conover and Eagle River. The gift cards alone were worth over $630.00!

            Our second thank you goes to all of you who so generously donated time, talent, cash/auction goods.  
We had a wonderful selection of items for the auction and this is because of all of you.

            And our biggest thank you is to all the bidders!  No matter how hard we work getting this put together, it 
wouldn’t be successful without your support.

So, pat yourselves on the back and say, “well done Black Oak Lake”!

            We are now passing the chairmanship of this committee into the able hands of Kathy Surpless Kelly.  
I’m sure you all will be hearing from her in the future. If anyone would like to work on this committee next 
summer, please let her know.
 
From: Mary Jo Zane, Kay Fleming, Kathy Hesselman, Dar Erickson, Kathy Kelly, Susie Whipp, and Celia 
Kistler
 

 

Please support the following businesses who donated to our Auction
Artistry Gallery, LOLA, Mark Haynes Guide Service, Bents Camp Resort, The Alley and Lanes Tavern, Bauer’s 
Dam Resort, Black Oak Inn, Burnt Bridge Tavern, Conover Gardens, Charlie’s Market, Cotton and Birch, Dari 

Maid, Dublin’s Sports Bar, Jensen Aikens Hardware, Gateway Lodge, Lanny’s Fireside, Asana Suka,
Vilas Cinema, Wild Turkey, Twilight Supper Club, TJ Grizzlies, The Sawbuck, Mary Kate’s Wine Bar, Your Boat 
Club, Forest Lake Country Store, Luoto’s Fitness and the Land O Center, Sullivan’s Flower Land, and Tadpole 

Sports.
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In Memoriam 
Debbie Hoffman

Bruce Vineyard

Why not take the time 
now to help BOLPF and 

make a donation to 
Dollars for Hours or Gifts 

and memorials?

Have a safe and fun winter everyone.   See you at Black Oak Lake in summer 2023!

PS -  Anyone who is interested in helping/taking over production of the newsletter, 
please contact me at CBH2@yahoo.com or 715-617-2069

Chris Hook

Try out some of these useful links:

Blackoaklake.com
   Borderbulletin.com
    Vcnewsreview.com

https://vclra.org/

Community Facebook groups:

https://www.facebook.com/groups/603917789628159/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/315695735269580/

Watch our BOLROA singers 
at the Annual Meeting here: 

https://www.youtube.com/
shorts/ngkaqzVhJf0

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/ngkaqzVhJf0
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/ngkaqzVhJf0
mailto:CBH2@yahoo.com
http://blackoaklake.com/
http://borderbulletin.com/
http://vcnewsreview.com/
https://vclra.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/603917789628159/
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