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A Letter From Our President - Chris Hook

	 As	I	started	my	term	as	President	in	July,	I	reflected	on	the	impact	of	the	organiza;on	has	had	
–	on	me	and	the	membership	 in	general.	 	 In	1976	BOLROA	(as	 it	was	known	then)	held	 its	
first	 board	mee;ng.	 	My	 dad,	 Ed,	 aNended	 that	mee;ng,	 and	was	 one	 of	 the	 first	 board	
members.	 	 A	 few	 years	 later,	 from	1978-80,	 he	 served	 as	 President.	 	 At	 the	 ;me	 I	was	 a	
teenage	kid	who	only	cared	about	when	I	could	get	out	on	the	lake	and	ski	and	if	we	could	go	
to	the	Dari	Maid	aTer	dinner.	 	I	thought	BOLROA	was	just	a	reason	for	old	people	to	gather	
early	on	Saturday	mornings,	have	coffee,	and	laugh	a	lot.	

	 Here	 in	2021	–	45	years	 later	 --	 I’ve	come	to	realize	 the	 importance	of	BOLPF	 (as	 it	 is	now	
known),	 and	 how	 much	 the	 organiza;on	 has	 accomplished	 for	 Black	 Oak	 Lake	 and	 its	
residents.	 	Single	family	zoning.	 	Removing	forest	tent	caterpillars.	 	Monitoring	for	AIS	–	and	
keeping	them	at	bay.	 	Stocking	fish.	 	Obtaining	grants.	 	Sharing	informa;on.	 	Rewri;ng	By-
Laws.	Dealing	with	high	water/low	water.		And	of	course,	socializing!		I	am	honored	to	follow	
my	dad	and	many	others	and	take	my	turn	as	President,	albeit	one	who	s;ll	longs	to	get	out	
on	the	lake	and	ski	and	head	to	the	Dari	Maid	aTer	dinner!	

	 No	organiza;on	as	successful	as	BOLPF	can	thrive	without	great	people.	 	And	we	have	them	
in	 our	 membership.	 	 As	 summer	 ends	 and	 we	 prepare	 for	 the	 winter,	 I	 would	 like	 to	
specifically	thank	a	few	people.	

	 First	and	foremost,	I	would	like	to	thank	Bill	Foreman.		Bill	has	served	as	our	president	for	the	
past	3	years	and	has	managed	our	Clean	Boats	Clean	Waters	program	as	well.	 	He	 is	now	
taking	a	well-deserved	break	from	those	roles	–	though	he	will	help	to	keep	me	in	line	as	past	
president	on	the	board.	

	 Speaking	of	which,	thanks	are	also	due	to	our	other	board	members,	who	serve	voluntarily	
and	help	the	organiza;on	run	smoothly.	 	If	you	see	them,	please	give	a	shout	out	to	Bonnie	
Bates	 (VP),	 Sue	Woltman	 (Treasurer),	Celia	Kistler	 (Secretary)	and	our	board	members	Rob	
Aikins,	Barbara	Annin,	Stefan	Anderson,	Donna	Barber,	Lauralyn	Duff	and	Meghan	Woltman.	

	 To	make	an	organiza;on	like	BOLPF	go,	it	takes	2	things.		Of	course,	one	is	money.		Annually,	
BOLPF’s	biggest	fund	raiser	is	the	annual	picnic	and	auc;on,	and	it	was	great	to	once	again	
be	able	to	have	the	picnic	 in	2021.	 	My	thanks	go	out	to	our	organizer	Sharon	Basten,	our	
caterer	Donna	Barber	and	her	 team,	and	to	our	auc;on	commiNee	team	of	Mary	 Jo	Zane,	
Kay	Fleming,	Cathy	Hesselman,	Galia	Vineyard,	Susie	Whipp	and	Darlene	Erickson.	 	 I	won’t	
recount	their	success	here,	but	please	read	Kay’s	wrap	up	later	in	the	newsleNer.	
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Presidents Letter (continued)
	 	 	
	 The	other	requirement	is	you,	our	membership,	and	your	contribu;ons	to	the	organiza;on.		

We	 have	 an	 incredible	 team	of	 volunteers	 helping	 in	 so	many	 areas.	 	 Cindy	Miller	with	
shoreline	monitoring.		Sara	Beedie	and	Elizabeth	Eaton	with	merchandise.		Our	nomina;ng	
commiNee	 of	Mary	 Jo	 Zane,	 Jessica	 Braun	 and	 Kathy	 Kelly.	 	 Our	 boat	 inspectors	 at	 the	
beach.	 	And	we	can’t	forget	the	unofficial	mayor	of	Black	Oak,	Walt	Bates,	who	organizes	
our	 4th	 of	 July	 parade,	 our	 directories,	 our	 50/75	 year	 pins	 (with	 Kathy	 Kelly)	 and	 our	
website	(with	his	daughter	and	son-in-law,	Kristen	and	Jason),	among	many	other	things.	

	 It	is	impossible	to	thank	everyone,	so	I	will	close	with	a	blanket	thanks	to	all	of	you	for	your	
con;nued	support	and	 involvement	with	BOLPF.	 	No	maNer	your	 level	of	 involvement	or	
contribu;on,	Black	Oak	 Lake	would	not	be	 the	place	 it	 is,	 bringing	us	all	 back	 year	aTer	
year,	without	you.		Have	a	fantas;c	winter	and	I’ll	see	you	all	on	the	shores	of	Black	Oak	in	
2022!	

Clean Boats, Clean Waters - Bill Foreman

	 I	am	pleased	to	report	that	our	Clean	Boats	Clean	Waters	 (CBCW)	season	has	come	to	yet	
another	successful	annual	conclusion.	 	Our	lake	survey	in	September	found	no	evidence	of	
Eurasian	Water	Milfoil	or	other	new	aqua;c	 invasive	 species.	The	 season	began	on	May	1	
with	our	inspectors	on	duty	almost	con;nuously	from	7	am	to	8	pm,	seven	days	a	week.	On	
September	 20,	 as	 the	 days	 shortened	 and	 boat	 traffic	 decreased,	we	 reverted	 to	 our	 Fall	
hours	of	7	am	to	7	pm.	 	Our	season	officially	ended	at	7	pm	on	October	16.	As	of	 today’s	
wri;ng,	with	two	more	months	of	SWIMS	data	for	us	s;ll	to	report,	we’ve	spent	1,223	hours	
inspec;ng	1,371	boats,	 trailers	and	tow	vehicles.	 In	that	process,	we’ve	spoken	with	2,636	
lake	 visitors.	 We	 will	 once	 again	 be	 at	 or	 near	 2000	 inspec;on	 hours	 once	 our	 SWIMS	
repor;ng	 is	 completed.	 To	 put	 our	 program	 in	 perspec;ve,	 The	 Town	of	 Boulder	 Junc;on	
CBCW	program,	which	 inspects	on	nine	different	 lakes,	 totaled	1,172	 inspec;on	hours.	Big	
St.	 Germaine	 Lake’s	 CBCW	 program,	 which	 sees	 a	 lot	more	 traffic	 than	we	 do,	 inspected	
2005	boats	in	only	549	total	hours.	

	 For	 new	 property	 owners,	 and	 those	 not	 already	 familiar	 with	 CBCW,	 our	 primary	 boat	
inspec;on	and	aqua;c	invasive	species	preven;on	program,	we	rely	almost	en;rely	on	the	
financial	support	you	give	to	BOLPF.	The	program	also	has	been	fortunate	to	receive	a	small	
annual	surface	water	grant	from	the	Wisconsin	Department	of	Natural	Resources,	based	in	
part	 on	 our	 CBCW	 inspec;on	 hours.	Our	 program	 is	managed	 by	 a	 volunteer	 coordinator	
who	reports	to	the	BOLPF	Board	of	Directors,	a	paid	scheduling	manager	(Karl	Hoessel)	who	
reports	to	the	coordinator,	and	is	staffed	by	paid,	county	trained	and	cer;fied	AIS	inspectors	
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Clean Boats, Clean Waters - continued

	 as	 well	 as	 lake	 resident	 volunteer	 inspectors.	 We	 have	 a	 core	 of	 great	 local	 resident	
inspectors	 (Gary	 Buss,	 Mike	 Barber,	 Chris	 Phelps,	 Buffy	 Schleisl,	 Dennis	 Friske	 and	 Andy	
Hoessel)	who	are	with	us	all	season,	and	we	always	welcome	the	kids	and	grandkids,	aged	16	
and	 up,	 of	 lake	 residents	 to	 apply	 in	 March	 to	 join	 our	 summer	 team	 as	 well.	 Please	
remember	to	say	hello	and	thanks	to	our	inspectors	when	you	are	at	the	boat	launch.	They	
are	our	frontline	bulwark	against	AIS.	We	are	also	always	looking	for	more	volunteers,	so	if	
you	are	interested	in	helping	in	any	way,	(data	entry,	inspec;ng)	please	let	us	know.	

	 Speaking	 of	 volunteers,	 I	 am	 very	 pleased	 to	 welcome	 our	 new	 2022	 CBCW	 Coordinator,	
friend	and	lake	neighbor	Keith	Montgomery!	Keith	has	graciously	agreed	to	pick	up	where	I	
leave	off.		Keith	has	been	a	volunteer	inspector	for	several	years	now,	and	already	knows	the	
CBCW	 ropes.	 He	 and	 I	 will	 be	 working	 together	 to	 ensure	 a	 smooth	 transi;on	 for	 our	
program	 and	 employees.	 Please	 give	 Keith	 the	 same	 great	 help	 and	 support	 that	 I	 have	
enjoyed	during	my	tenure	as	coordinator!	

	 Sadly,	 one	 of	 our	 long-;me	 inspectors	 died	 this	 summer.	 	 John	 Wigand	 served	 as	 our	
scheduling	 manager	 un;l	 his	 passing.	 John	 was	 totally	 dedicated	 to	 Black	 Oak	 Lake.	 He	
worked	;relessly	 right	up	un;l	he	was	no	 longer	able,	making	 sure	our	beau;ful	 lake	was	
protected.	 John	was	dependable	and	could	always	be	counted	on	to	be	ready	 to	work.	He	
always	had	a	smile	on	his	face	when	interac;ng	with	our	visitors	and	took	it	upon	himself	to	
go	 above	 and	 beyond	 when	 responding	 to	 visitors’	 ques;ons	 about	 our	 area.	 He	 is	 truly	
missed.	

	 Thanks	everyone	for	all	your	help	and	support	during	these	last	five	years.	It	was	a	privilege	
and	honor	to	serve	as	BOLPF’s	CBCW	coordinator.	If	you	ever	want	to	get	a	real	sense	of	how	
sublime	 is	Black	Oak	Lake,	volunteer	with	your	dog	 for	a	 lonely	 four-hour	shiT	at	 the	boat	
launch	under	a	 lowering	gray	 sky	on	a	 late	Fall	 aTernoon	as	 the	misty	 Lake	Superior	wind	
whips	 across	 the	 water	 and	 the	 few	 remaining	 rusty	 leaves	 come	 spinning	 down.	 It’s	 a	
sublime	and	natural	communal	beauty	well	worth	our	maximum	effort	to	preserve.	
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Auction Wrap Up 2021 — Kay Fleming & Mary Jo Zane

WOW—JUST	WOW	
	 On	July	24	we	had	no	idea	how	the	auc;on	was	going	to	turn	out,	let	alone	if	we	were	even	

going	 to	 have	 it.	 	 But	 we	 all	 marshalled	 on,	 took	 it	 outside	 (thank	 heaven	 the	 weather	
cooperated)	 and	 we	 crossed	 our	 fingers.	 	 All	 who	 par;cipated	 in	 the	 auc;on	 are	 to	 be	
hugged,	as	well	as	those	who	donated	items,	and	you	are:		

	 Stefan	Anderson,	Kris	and	Mark	Gos;sha,	Bill	and	Diane	Foreman,	Stacie	Z.	Schad,	Margaret	
Baack	 and	 Mike	 McAdams,	 Debbie	 and	 Bruce	 Porsche,	 Bruce	 and	 Galia	 Vineyard,	 The	
Vineyard	 Family,	 Sara	 and	 Bob	 Beedie,	 Cathy	 Hesselman,The	 Lauer	 Family,	 The	 Basten	
Family,	Marissa	Zane,	Carrie	 	Lambert,	Linda	Thompson,	Rindy	Hesselman,	The	Chumbley	
Family,	Juston	Phipps,	Tom	Wheeler	and	Susie	Whipp,	Sue	Scurch,	Chris	and	Cindy	Hook,	Ed	
and	Barb	Hook,	Rob	and	Celia	Kistler,	Sue	Woltman,	Elizabeth	Eaton	and	Richard	Woodrow,	
Jamie	and	Tyler	Klose,	Jim	and	Kay	Fleming,	Dan	and	Mary	Jo	Zane,	 	Cindy	Miller	and	our	
own	BOLPF	Board	of	Directors	for	the	infamous	“Booze	From	the	Board.”	

	 And	for	the	first	;me	your	dona;ons	surpassed	our	matching	donor.	Everyone	was	so	very	
generous.	 	 We	 used	 some	 of	 your	 money	 to	 purchase	 giT	 cer;ficates	 from	 our	 local	
businesses.	 	 All	 in	 all,	 we	 purchased	 cer;ficates	 from	 over	 15	 establishments,	which	we	
think	 covered	 the	 whole	 town!	 	 Andy	 Zane	 deserves	 a	 special	 thank	 you	 for	 being	 our	
matching	fund	donor.	

	 The	following	people	also	need	to	be	thanked	for	their	contribu;ons:	
		
	 Rob	 and	 Celia	 Kistler,	 Jean	 CuNell	 ,	 Betsy	 and	 Doug	 Smith,	 Tom	 Holmberg,	 Ed	 and	 Barb	

Hook,	Mary	and	Mark	Bina,	Al	and	Darlene	Erickson,	Jim	and	Kay	Fleming,	Delores	Caruso,	
	 Wayne	and	Sue	Woltman,	Nancy	Senechalle,	Anne	Marie	Hoffman	and	Aditya	Rao,	Cindy	

Miller,	Susie	Whipp,	Chris	and	Cindy	Hook,	Susan	Olk,	Nancy	Travis,	D’Arcy	and	Ray	Arpke,	
Wendy	 Lommen,	 Joanne	Spinner,	Helen	 Jo	Pierce,	Martha	Hostetler,	Roberta	Morris,	 and	
Kathy	and	Peter	Kelly.	

	 All	 totaled	 you	 donated	 $6570.00	 (this	 is	 as	 of	 8/31/2021	 and	 we	 are	 s;ll	 gepng	 in	
dona;ons!).	

	 A	special	thank	you	to	the	people	who	offered	to	do	classes,	bought	supplies	and	opened	
their	 homes	 and	 all	 who	 signed	 up	 for	 the	 experience.	 	 They	 are	 Elizabeth	 Eaton	 and	
Richard	 	Woodrow,	 Sara	 Beedie,	 Cindy	Miller	 and	 Sharon	Basten.	 	 Even	 though	 some	of	
these	classes	had	to	be	cancelled	due	to	COVID	concerns,	you	s;ll	offered	and	were	ready	
to	go	forward.		We	all	hope	things	will	be	beNer	next	year	and	we	can	try	this	again!	
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Auction Wrap Up 2021 — continued

	 A	 special	 thank	 you	 to	 Donna	 Barber	 and	 THE	 PINE	 CONE	 CAFÉ	 staff	 for	 their	 delicious	
catering	and	THE	CONSERVE	PROPERTY	team	for	their	help	in	set	up	and	lepng	us	use	this	
wonderful	facility.		We	are	lucky	people.		Also	thank	you	to	Sharon	Basten	and	her	team	or	
organizing	a	wonderful	picnic.	 	And	a	final	thank	you	to	all	who	did	the	bidding	and	made	
this	auc;on	so	successful.		It	will	be	a	very	hard	act	to	follow.	

	 For	those	who	chose	not	to	come	at	the	last	minute	(for	good	reason),	we	missed	you	and	
hope	to	see	you	back	again	next	year.	

AND	NOW	FOR	THE	FINAL	NUMBERS	AS	OF	8/31/2021	

	Auc;on/Raffle---	 	 	 	 $6350.																																																																								
	Cash	Dona;ons---	 	 	 	 $6570.					(s;ll	open	ended)	
	As	of	8/31/2021	Pledged	Matching	Fund---	 $3000						(s;ll	open	ended)	

	TOTAL---	 	 	 	 	 $15,900			(s;ll	open	ended)	

	 CAN	YOU	BELIEVE	IT!		Again,	thank	you	to	all	who	par;cipated	in	any	way	you	could.		If	we	
have	leT	anyone	off	the	lists,	please	let	us	know	and	know	it	was	not	inten;onal.	

Looking forward to Auction 2022!

	 I’ve	already	started	collec;ng	items	for	next	years	auc;on!		It’s	a	long	winter	for	those	of	us	
who	 winter	 up	 in	 these	 north	 woods	 so	 I	 usually	 have	more	 ;me	 to	 look	 forward	 with	
possible	 ideas.	 I	 really	 appreciated	 all	 your	 thoughtul	 dona;ons	 this	 past	 summer	 and	 I	
hope	you	will	help	by	dona;ng	again!			

	 Some	possible	items	for	aucLon:		If	you	frequent	a	restaurant	up	in	Vilas	county	and	would	
like	 to	purchase	a	giT	cer;ficate	 in	 their	name,	 this	 is	 a	great	way	 to	adver;se	what	you	
enjoy!	 	Many	great	baskets	were	donated	this	year,	so	consider	crea;ng	a	themed	basket	
for	next	year!	 	Possible	themes:	chocolate	lovers,	Packer	tailgate,	Bears	tailgate,	etc.	coffee	
lovers	 basket,	 the	 list	 is	 endless.	 Also,	 while	 you	 all	 are	 out	 in	 the	 world,	 share	 your	
experiences	with	us	-	Dan	and	I	are	heading	south	and	will	travel	the	Bourbon	trail!	 	I	bet	
we’ll	bring	back	a	boNle	from	that	trail!		If	you	have	extra	game	;ckets,	a	vaca;on	rental,	or	
a	craT	that’s	special	to	you	to	share,	please	consider	Black	Oak	Lake’s	auc;on!		If	you	need	
those	items	stored	for	next	summer,	I	can	store	for	you	at	your	convenience!			

	 Finally,	we	are	mulling	doing	four	online	auc;on	items	before	the	picnic.	Stefan	Anderson	
has	agreed	to	guide	us	through	the	process.	If	anyone	would	like	to	assist	with	this	please	
contact	Mary	Jo	Zane.	Have	a	wonderful	autumn,	winter	and	see	you	next	spring!			

	 Mary	Jo	Zane



BOLPF Newsletter Fall 2021

BOLPF NEWS 

BOLPF Newsletter 6

Culver/Conserve Property Update — Walt Bates

SO	WHAT'S	HAPPENING	WITH	THE	CONSERVE	(NOW	CULVER)	PROPERTY?	

Here	are	a	few	lines	from	Mike	Saad,	the	head	of	the	group	maintaining	the	property	and	its	
current	spokesman.	It	was	Mike	who	got	our	walk-around-the-lake	permission	and	our	annual	
picnic	con;nued.		

He	writes	.......		

Hello	Black	Oak	Lake	Community,	

There	will	be	Solo	Camping	on	our	1200	acres	
as	well	as	using	the	Campus	for	environmental	
learning/experiences	between	Oct	19-26.		We	
ask	that	foot	travel	on	our	campus	near	the	
Dollar	Lake	Causeway	be	temporarily	halted	to	
allow	for	students	to	have	solitude	during	the	
Solo	Camping	experience.			We	are	excited	to	see	the	campus	gepng	used	by	students	again	and	
truly	welcome	these	opportuni;es.				
		
Thanks	
		
Mike	

BOLPF Charitable Bequest Program  — Rob Aikins

	 Did	 you	 know	 you	 can	 help	 support	 the	 ongoing	 mission	 of	 the	 Black	 Oak	 Lake	 Preserva;on	
Founda;on	by	 including	a	charitable	bequest	 for	BOLPF	 in	your	estate	plan?	Making	a	charitable	
bequest	is	preNy	easy	and	will	allow	you	to	ensure	a	part	of	your	legacy	will	help	future	genera;ons	
come	to	love	Black	Oak	Lake	as	much	as	we	have.	There	are	a	few	technical	details	to	be	aware	of,	
so	we	are	pupng	together	a	short	guide	on	the	steps	 involved.	Look	for	more	 informa;on	 in	the	
spring	newsleNer	and	on	the	Black	Oak	Lake	website.	 If	you	need	the	 informa;on	sooner,	please	
don’t	 hesitate	 to	 reach	 out	 to	 the	 BOLPF	 board	 in	 the	 mean;me	 so	 we	 may	 provide	 you	 with	
instruc;ons.	
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ANNUAL AIS ALL-LAKE SURVEY WITH DR. SUSAN KNIGHT

Search	for	Eurasian	water-milfoil	on	Black	Oak	Lake	2021	
Susan	Knight		

September	2021	

	 Walt	Bates,	Dirk	Meyer,	Mary	Jo	Zane,	Cindy	Miller	and	I	boarded	Walt’s	pontoon	boat	on	
24	 September	 2021	 to	 search	 for	 aqua;c	 invasive	 species,	 and	especially	 Eurasian	water	
milfoil	(EWM)	on	Black	Oak	Lake.	The	weather	was	chilly,	but	good	un;l	the	forecast	clouds	
and	rain	moved	in	around	3.	Walt	was	called	away	for	much	of	the	day,	but	the	rest	of	us	
carried	on,	with	Dirk’s	excellent	pilo;ng.	We	found	no	EWM	or	any	other	invasive	species.	

	 The	 lake	was	 some;mes	 calm	enough	 so	 that	 I	 could	 stand	on	 the	edge	of	 the	pontoon	
boat	 and	 look	 into	 the	water	 and	 see	 the	 plants.	 	 But	most	 of	 the	 day	 I	 used	 the	Aqua	
Scope	aNached	to	the	boom	my	facili;es	manager	had	created	to	support	the	Scope.	 	We	
crisscrossed	 the	west	 bay	 and	Barber’s	 Bay	 and	did	one	pass	 along	 the	north	 and	 south	
shores.	We	were	able	to	cover	all	the	visible	parts	of	the	lake	in	just	one	day.	 	As	in	other	
years,	we	 found	 some	EWM	 look-alikes,	 including	northern	water-milfoil,	water	marigold	
and	alternate-flowered	water-milfoil.	I	pulled	up	northern	water-milfoil	and	water	marigold	
a	few	;mes	to	convince	myself	it	was	not	EWM,	as	the	northern	water-milfoil	in	Black	Oak	
Lake	 (and	 the	water	marigold	 in	other	 lakes)	oTen	has	a	 reddish	;nge	 to	 the	uppermost	
leaves	and	stems,	as	 is	also	common	with	EWM.	We	found	plenty	of	other	na;ve	plants,	
including	fern-leaf	pondweed,	wild	celery	and	large-leaf	pondweed	(“cabbage”)	indica;ng	a	
healthy	plant	community.			

	 I	con;nue	to	see	a	healthy	popula;on	of	large	purple	bladderwort	(LPB)	in	the	far	west	end	
of	the	lake.	Like	common	bladderwort,	LPB	is	a	carnivorous	plant,	and	ingests	small	aqua;c	
animals,	especially	zooplankton,	to	augment	 its	nutrient	supply.	 In	some	lakes,	LPB	forms	
floa;ng	raTs	that	interfere	with	recrea;on	and	can	become	a	nuisance.	LPB	is	abundant	in	
much	of	the	shallow	west	bay	as	well	as	in	some	parts	of	the	north	bay	(northwest	of	the	
Annin	property)	but	does	not	appear	 to	cause	any	 trouble.	This	plant	does	not	have	any	
roots,	and	it	is	unlikely	to	persist	in	any	other	part	of	the	lake	where	it	would	be	likely	be	
windrowed	onto	shore.			

	 I	understand	 the	 lake	 level	has	dropped	about	8”	 this	 summer,	and	changes	 in	 lake	 level	
may	lead	to	changes	in	the	plant	community.		The	increase	in	LPB	over	the	years	may	have	
been	associated	with	increased	water	levels;	I	reported	a	large	increase	in	LPB	in	2017	aTer	
a	sizeable	increase	in	lake	level	from	2016.		
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ANNUAL AIS ALL-LAKE SURVEY WITH DR. SUSAN KNIGHT - cont.

	 Barber’s	Bay	is	the	part	of	the	lake	most	vulnerable	to	invasive	plants	for	several	reasons.		
Winds	are	oTen	out	of	the	west,	so	winds	could	poten;ally	carry	invasive	plants	from	the	
landing	 (where	 they	are	most	 likely	 to	originate)	 toward	Barber’s	Bay.	This	bay	has	a	 rich	
diversity	of	na;ve	plants,	which	 is	good	and	bad.	With	such	a	density	of	na;ves,	 there	 is	
perhaps	less	“room”	for	an	invasive	plant	to	find	space	to	root.	However,	the	high	density	
and	diversity	also	means	that	aqua;c	plants	are	successful	there,	and	likely	EWM	would	be	
successful	 too,	given	a	chance	to	get	started.	 	We	should	all	be	especially	apprecia;ve	of	
the	monitors’	(including	Dirk	and	Cindy)	diligence	in	combing	Barber’s	Bay	many	;mes	each	
summer.	 Cindy	 reported	 that	 she	 assigned	more	monitors	 to	Barber’s	 Bay	because	of	 its	
higher	vulnerability.	I	understand	it	is	hard	to	pick	out	EWM	among	all	those	other	plants,	
and	I	appreciate	everyone’s	efforts.	 	On	our	survey	every	year,	we	traverse	this	bay	more	
than	other	areas	to	be	as	sure	as	possible	it	is	free	of	any	invasive	plants.			

	 It	 is	 cri;cally	 important	 that	 everyone	 involved	 in	 the	Clean	Boats	 Clean	Waters	 and	 the	
Vigilante	 program	 remain	 alert	 to	 invasive	 species	 throughout	 the	 open-water	 season.	
While	 we	 crisscross	 the	 lake	 and	 look	 hard	 for	 invasive	 species,	 the	 area	 I	 am	 directly	
observing	 is	;ny	compared	to	the	en;re	 lake.	Everyone	remembers	the	2015	event	when	
the	 dock	 removal	 team	 tried	 to	 get	 onto	 the	 lake	 laden	 with	 EWM.	 Your	 vigilance	 is	
paramount!	You	are	famous	in	the	Northwoods	for	being	the	lake	most	seriously	guarding	
against	the	entry	of	invasive	species.			

	 Your	 lake-wide	 aNen;on	has	 obviously	 paid	 off.	 Remember	 to	watch	 for	 EWM	along	 the	
shoreline	as	well	as	in	the	water,	since	EWM,	should	it	ever	occur,	will	likely	fragment	and	
some	fragments	will	wash	up	on	shore.	Thanks,	everyone,	and	see	you	next	year.	

Note	that	you	can	find	this	and	all	other	such	reports	on	our	website	at:	
www.blackoaklake.com	>	Our	Work	>	Invasive	Species	>	Yearly	AIS	Search	Results

Lakeshore Monitoring — Cindy Miller

Thanks	to	the	17	volunteers	who	inspect	the	water	near	the	shoreline	at	least	once	a	month	during	
the	summer	season.		The	lakeshore	monitors	work	in	synchrony	with	the	paid	boat	landing	
inspectors,	and	the	annual	survey	with	Susan	Knight,	to	keep	Black	Oak	Lake	free	of	troublesome	
AIS.		We	had	4	new	monitors	sign	up	this	year,	who	replaced	a	few	re;rees,	and	allowed	us	to	
cover	the	en;re	BOL	shoreline.		We	were	also	able	to	add	inspectors	in	Barbers	Bay,	and	West	Bay	-	
our	most	vulnerable	loca;ons	to	get	Eurasian	Water	Milfoil.		Please	consider	helping	our	team	next	
summer-	and	keep	our	inspec;ons	strong!		Contact	Cindy	Miller	for	more	informa;on.		

http://www.blackoaklake.com/
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Water Level Down— Walt Bates

	 A	"Seepage	Lake",	like	Black	Oak	Lake,	is	one	that	has	no	inlet	or	outlet	streams	(in	the	eyes	
of	 the	 DNR	 our	 culvert	 at	 the	 beach	 doesn't	 count!).	 Its	 only	 inflow	 is	 precipita;on	 and	
underground	flow	and	its	only	outlow	is	evapora;on	and	underground	flow.	Black	Oak	and	
two	other	seepage	lakes	in	the	Woodruff	area	are	charted	below.	There	does	not	appear	to	
be	any	regularity	to	;ming	of	the	ups	and	downs	but	one	thing	is	obvious.	Both	the	highs	
and	lows	don't	last	long	before	the	level	reverses	and	goes	the	other	way.	

	 We	 have	 had	 our	 currently	 high	 level	 for	
about	 four	 years	 now.	 See	 our	 last	 20	 years	
graphed	to	the	right:	

	 In	case	you	haven't	no;ced,	Black	Oak's	level	(Sept.	29's	is	43")	is	down	about	nine	inches	
since	 ice-out	 last	April.	Could	this	be	the	start	of	 the	return	to	more	"normal"	 levels?	No	
one	 knows.	 As	 for	 our	water	 clarity,	 the	 four	 high	water	 years	 definitely	 took	 its	 toll	 on	
clarity	as	the	higher	water	brought	in	more	nutrients	from	the	surrounding	shoreline	raising	
our	 Phosphorous	 level.	 As	 far	 as	 state	 ranking	 goes,	 though,	 it	 seems	 to	 have	 hit	 most	
others	as	well.	See	the	website	under	Our	Work	>	Water	quality	for	the	data.	
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BOLPF 2021 Membership Dues Reminder - Sharon Basten 

This	is	the	LAST	2021	dues	reminder!	Dues	are	$30.	 	Members	include	property	owners	
and	their	adult	children,	rela;ves,	friends,	off-lake	friends	and	local	businesses.	 	Your	BOLPF	
membership	dues	must	be	current	to	con;nue	as	a	BOLPF	member.		Membership	in	BOLPF	is	
on	an	individual	basis.	 	However,	you	may	join	as	a	couple	and	pay	dues	jointly	with	a	single	
vote	on	BOLPF	maNers.		Remember	that	dues	are	tax	deduc;ble	in	the	year	they	are	paid	and	
categorized	as	a	charitable	dona;on.	 	(And,	instead	of	wai;ng	in	line	at	our	annual	mee;ng,	
maybe	consider	paying	early?)	

Checks	 may	 be	 made	 payable	 to	 BOLPF,	 (please	 note	 the	 specific	 reference	 for	 the	
payment:		Dues/Year,	Dollars	for	Hours,	GiTs,	Memorials,	etc.)	and	mail	to:			

BOLPF,	Inc.																														For	Ques;ons,	contact	Sharon	at:	Sharon.Basten@yahoo.com									
PO	Box	151																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																			(262)	745-6567 	
Land	O’	Lakes,	WI			54540	

If	you	prefer,	you	can	also	pay	dues	via	Venmo	to	Chris	Hook.	 	The	Venmo	ID	is	@Chris-
Hook-12.		Please	provide	your	dues	info	(name,	dues	year,	etc)	in	the	note	
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Treasurers Report— Sue Woltman

	 	 	
Once	 again,	 we	 applaud	 and	 thank	 all	 our	
members,	 donors,	 friends	 and	 volunteers.	
By	 your	 generous	 support	 of	 ;me	 and	
contribu;ons,	 we	 are	 able	 to	 con;nue	 to	
preserve	our	beau;ful	Black	Oak	Lake.		

And	 as	 you	 can	 see	 from	 this	 report,	 our	
financial	health	con;nues	to	be	strong.		

Please	 remember	 BOLPF	 as	 we	 approach	
2021	 year	 end.	 You	 can	 con;nue	 to	 send	
dues	and	dona;ons	any	;me.	You	can	
send	them	directly	to	me	—	

BOLPF		
C/O	Sue	Woltman		
902	Meadows	Rd,	Geneva,	IL		60134	

The	PO	box	will	also	receive	our	mail,	
but	will	be	 forwarding	 it	 to	me	un;l	
May	—	

BOLPF	
PO	Box	151	
Land	O	Lakes,	WI		54540		

If	 you	 are	 sending	 a	 check	 from	 a	
financial	ins;tu;on,	you	may	want	to	
send	 it	 directly	 to	 me,	 as	 many	
financial	 ins;tu;ons	 do	 not	 allow	
forwarding.		

Thank	 you	 all	 again	 for	 a	 great	 year	
and	 your	 con;nued	 support	 of	 our	
beau;ful	Black	Oak	Lake.		

Sue	Woltman	
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About the Black Oak Lake Preservation Foundation 

The	 Black	 Oak	 Lake	 Preserva;on	 Founda;on	 (BOLPF)	 is	 a	 501(c)(3)	 nonprofit	
organiza;on.		Concerned	lake	residents	formed	its	predecessor	organiza;on,	the	Black	Oak	
Lake	Riparian	Owners	Associa;on,	in	1975.	Preserving	and	improving	the	incredible	quality	
of	the	community	water	resource	of	Black	Oak	Lake	is	the	core	mission	of	the	Founda;on.		
Toward	 that	 end,	BOLPF	 raises	money	 through	 volunteer	 efforts	 that	 fund	 a	Clean	Boats	
Clean	Waters	 (CBCW)	 program	where	 employees	 and	 volunteers	 spend	 hours	 inspec;ng	
boats,	 trailers	 and	 towing	 vehicles	 for	 aqua;c	 invasive	 species	 (AIS).	 	 BOLPF	 employs	 a	
team	 of	 paid,	 cer;fied	 inspectors	 who	 are	 managed	 by	 a	 volunteer	 CBCW	 coordinator.		
Inspec;ons	occur	 every	day	between	7	 am	and	8	pm	 from	Opening	 Fishing	Day	 in	 early	
May	un;l	mid-October.		As	part	of	its	educa;onal	func;on,		BOLPF	members	also	volunteer	
as	“lake	shoreline	monitors”	to	rou;nely	inspect	the	lake	and	its	shoreline	for	AIS	through	a	
separately	managed	program.	 	BOLPF	maintains	 long-term	goals	of	con;nuing	to	develop	
lake-specific	 strategies	 for	 comba;ng	 the	 spread	of	AIS	 through	volunteerism,	educa;on,	
fundraising,	 and	 inter-lake	 coopera;on	 with	 like-minded	 organiza;ons	 that	 share	 these	
goals.		If	you	have	and	ques;ons	about	the	Founda;on,	please	contact	a	board	member.	

A	LOOK	BACK!	

	 An	excellent	 resource	 for	our	history	buffs	
is	the	photo	collec;on	on	our	lake	website	
at	 blackoaklake.com	 >	 Photos	 >	 Historical	
photos.	 Many	 of	 them	 bear	 this	 one's	
credit,	 "Photo	 By	 ParfiN".	 James	 ParfiN	
(1873	 -	 1965)	 was	 a	 famous	 northern	
Wisconsin	 photographer.	 	 Here	 is	 one	
pointed	out	by	Carl	Truss.	

	 This	 1920s	 photo	was	 taken	 facing	 to	 the	
east	on	what	would	soon	be	called	County	
Highway	 B.	 Note	 the	 shadows	 from	 the	
trees	 along	 the	 south	 side	 of	 the	 road	
coming	down	onto	the	road.	The	fact	 that	
it	says	"The	road	TO	the	Black	Oak	Resort"	
means	 that	 the	 site	 is	 between	 State	 Line	
(became	 Land	 O'	 Lakes	 in	 1948)	 and	 the	
Black	Oak	Resort	and	not	west	of	it.	As	for	
the	 precise	 loca;on	 it	 would	 fit	 that	 the	
(eventual)	Black	Oak	Inn	was	on	the	photographer's	right.	At	the	boNom	of	the	dip	in	the	
road	would	be	North	Black	Oak	Lake	Rd	 (then	called	Handlos	Rd)	 to	 the	north	 (leT).	The	
eventual	Nagel	Lumber	Co	would	be	ahead	and	to	the	right	of	the	distant	car	further	east.	

http://blackoaklake.com/
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	 The	photo	also	displays	what	 it	was	 like	here	 in	 the	1920s.	The	 logging	era	had	ended	only	
about	10	years	earlier.	Note	the	forests	being	mostly	very	small	scraggly	trees,	nothing	like	the	
deep	thick	woods	we	enjoy	now.	The	lakes	had	been	used	extensively	for	floa;ng	cut	;mber	
to	railroad	sites	on	their	shores	(there	was	a	large	mul;-building	and	logging	transfer	site	on	
Black	Oak	Lake	on	what	 is	now	Dirk	Meyer's	property).	The	water	was	 s;ll	 cloudy	 from	the	
detritus	from	that	ac;vity.		

	 And	just	gepng	up	here	was	nothing	like	today.	My	grandparents	told	us	it	was	at	least	a	two	
day	and	some;mes	a	three	day	trip	from	the	Chicago	area.	I	can	remember	that	even	into	the	
1940s	you	always	experienced	a	;re	blow	out	at	least	once	each	trip.	Many	of	the	early	folks	
did	it	a	few	;mes	but	then	turned	elsewhere	more	convenient.	But	our	predecessors	pressed	
on	and	con;nued	the	family	tradi;ons	of	coming	here.	Had	they	not	done	that,	many	of	us	
would	never	have	known	this	place.	Some	evenings	we	will	sit	down	on	our	dock	with	a	glass	
of	wine	and	whisper	a	silent	"Thank	You"	to	them.	

	 See	another	photo	of	early	swimmers	at	the	Black	Oak	Resort	below!	
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Why not take a 
moment and make 
a tax free donation 

to $ for hours or 
Gifts & Memorials 

for 2021?

SEE YOU IN SUMMER 2022
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