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A Letter From Our President - Bill Foreman

It	was	a	long	and	beau/ful	winter	here	at	the	lake.	 	We	had	another	100	inches	of	snow	
this	season,	so	the	 lake	 level	 is	once	again	very	high.	The	 ice	finally	 le?	us	on	May	2.	Even	
though	it’s	Spring/me	now,	we	s/ll	woke	to	fast	mel/ng	snow	on	May	7.		The	water	birds	are	
returning.	 So	 far,	 I’ve	 seen	 Canada	 Geese,	 Mergansers,	 Mallards,	 Common	 Loons,	 and	 a	
weird	scene	between	two	trumpeter	swans	and	an	Osprey.	The	swans	were	 in	front	of	our	
place	siLng	on	the	 ice	about	50	feet	from	the	Osprey	who	was	hopping	up	and	down	and	
flapping	its	huge	wings	for	no	apparent	reason	while	the	swans	just	sat	there	looking	at	him.	
It	was	strange	to	see	large	birds	of	different	species	interac/ng	at	ground	level	in	such	close	
proximity,	but	then	this	is	turning	out	to	be	a	very	strange	year.	

Our	BOLPF	Board	of	Directors	has	been	busy	since	early	March	coping	with	the	myriad	
problems	that	are	arising	 from	the	onset	of	 the	Covid-19	global	pandemic.	Primary	among	
these	problems	was	the	suspension	of	our	Clean	Boats	Clean	Waters	AIS	inspec/on	program.	
A?er	Wisconsin’s	Safer	At	Home	Order	was	issued,	we	received	no/ce	from	the	State	CBCW	
Coordinator	 that	 all	 inspec/on	 ac/vi/es	 were	 to	 be	 suspended	 un/l	 at	 least	 June	 1,	 and	
possibly	beyond.	Grant	funding	is	also	on	hold.	This	means	that	even	though	the	boat	launch	
is	open,	fishing	season	has	started,	and	docks	are	being	put	 in,	boa/ng	visitors	 to	our	 lake	
have	not	been	subject	to	inspec/on	for	aqua/c	invasive	species.	By	the	/me	you	read	this,	
that	will	have	changed.	We	saw	this	for	the	catastrophe-in-the-making	that	it	is	and	were	in	
early	contact	with	the	State	Coordinator	and	others	to	express	our	alarmed	concern	at	not	
being	able	to	conduct	AIS	 inspec/ons.	As	of	this	wri/ng,	May	17,	the	Safer	At	Home	Order	
has	been	 invalidated	 leaving	 the	decisions	 to	 local	 government	about	how	best	 to	 combat	
the	spread	of	Novel	Corona	Virus.	In	the	wake	of	that	decision,	the	BOLPF	Board	has	acted	as	
quickly	as	possible	 to	determine	whether	any	 state	or	 local	 restric/ons	 remain	 that	would	
otherwise	 prevent	 us	 from	 immediately	 geLng	 our	 inspectors	 back	 to	 work	 at	 the	 boat	
launch.	While	we	expect	the	Wisconsin	CBCW	State	Coordinator	to	generate	new	guidelines	
soon,	we	 have	 determined	 that	 un/l	 then	 it	 is	 in	 the	 best	 interest	 of	 our	 lake	 to	 resume	
inspec/ons	 on	Monday,	May	 18.	 To	 do	 so	 responsibly,	 the	 Board	 has	 established	 rules	 in	
conformity	with	current	Covid-19	best	health	prac/ces	to	keep	our	inspectors	and	lake	users	
safe	while	 s/ll	 accomplishing	 the	 goal	 of	 keeping	 our	waters	 clean.	 BOLPF	 is	 dedicated	 to	
keeping	our	lake	AIS	free,	and	within	the	boundaries	of	safety,	please	be	assured	that	we	will	
do	 everything	we	 can	 to	 protect	 our	 cherished	 community	 resource,	 even	 during	 a	 global	
pandemic.	

We	are	also	challenged	by	the	ever-changing	travel	restric/ons	intended	to	limit	further	
spread	of	the	Novel	Corona	Virus.	On	March	20,	Vilas	County	issued	an	Advisory	to	Seasonal	
and	 Second	Homeowners	 that	 asked	 summer	 residents	 not	 already	 here	 to	 please	 stay	 at	
their	winter	homes	due	to	the	limited	heath	care	infrastructure	in	Northern	Wisconsin.		Their	
concern	 is	 that	 if	 community	 spread	 of	 the	 virus	 occurs	 here,	 there	will	 not	 be	 sufficient	
medical	resources	available	to	address	it.		As	of	today,	that	Advisory	is	s/ll	in	place.	
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Presidents Letter (continued)
	 Anecdotally,	 folks	 traveling	 here	 from	other	 parts	 of	 the	 country	 or	 state	 have	 been	

voluntarily	self-quaran/ning	for	14	days	before	venturing	out	to	visit	local	businesses.	Walt	
Bates	has	been	kind	enough	to	share	his	and	Sandy’s	experience	with	returning	to	the	lake	
inside	 this	 Newsleaer.	 Fortunately,	 outdoor	 ac/vi/es	 are	 s/ll	 encouraged.	 Current	 Vilas	
County	 virus-related	 health	 informa/on	 can	 be	 viewed	 online	 at	 haps://
health.vilascountywi.gov/.	 	 As	 a	 corollary	 to	 the	 county	 Advisory,	 local	 folks	 who	 see	
someone	from	outside	this	area	should	consider	that	the	visitor	may	well	have	a	legi/mate	
reason	for	being	here,	including	having	followed	the	self-quaran/ne	advice.		We	will	all	s/ll	
be	 friends	 and	 neighbors	 long	 a?er	 this	 problem	 is	 behind	 us,	 and	 being	 considerate	 of	
others	and	their	individual	circumstances	is	not	a	courtesy	we	should	let	this	troubling	/me	
take	away	from	us.	

Our	 Board	 of	 Directors	 is	 also	 in	 the	 early	 stages	 of	 planning	 how	 to	 keep	 our	
Founda/on	 financially	 viable	 during	 this	 /me	 of	 uncertainty.	 	We	 have	 been	 frugal,	 and	
while	 our	 needs	 are	 not	 immediate,	 they	 remain	 ongoing.	 If	 future	 restric/ons,	 or	 the	
dictates	of	 	public	safety,	prevent	us	from	holding	our	annual	fundraising	func/ons	like	the	
Lake	Picnic	and	Silent	Auc/on,	 the	Progressive	and	Survivor	Dinners,	and	the	many	other	
ways	we	contribute	to	protect	this	place	that	we	love,	we	will	need	to	consider	other	ways	
of	going	forward.	 	We	are	not	alone	in	this	endeavor	and	will	be	reviewing	the	substan/al	
informa/on	 available	 on	 virtual	 fundraising	 ac/vi/es	 used	 by	 other	 lake	 organiza/ons	 to	
determine	what	will	work	best	for	us	in	the	event	it	becomes	necessary	to	find	alterna/ve	
ways	to	generate	support.	

Likewise,	 we	 are	 already	 considering	 the	 possibility	 that	 our	 Annual	 Mee/ng,	 which	
according	 to	 the	 BOLPF	 bylaws	 must	 be	 held	 between	 June	 25	 and	 July	 10,	 will	 be	
conducted	 online.	 As	 these	 issues	 develop	 and	more	 informa/on	 becomes	 available,	we	
will	keep	everyone	up	to	date	by	 lake-wide	email,	and	when	appropriate,	by	pos/ng	 it	 to	
our	new	website	that	could	not	have	arrived	at	a	more	necessary	/me.	That	said,	 I	 really	
hope	 that	our	circumstances	 improve	significantly,	and	 that	we	can	all	meet	 in	person	at	
the	Town	Hall	over	Fourth	of	July	Weekend.	Keep	your	fingers	crossed!	

I’m	watching	 two	Mallards	 swimming	 in	 the	 new	wetlands/bug	 factory	 in	 the	woods	
between	our	place	and	our	neighbors’	place	 to	 the	south.	 	The	Spring	Peepers	 there	are	
already	 so	 loud	 at	 night	 that	 I	 can	 hear	 them	 from	 inside	 the	 coaage.	 County	 Road	B	 is	
under	 construc/on	 and	 new	 culverts	 have	 been	 placed	 beneath	 it	 that	 seem	 to	 be	
improving	our	ouhlow	 into	George	Lake.	Mayor	Walt	Bates,	our	resident	scien/st,	will	fill	
you	in	on	all	of	our	high-water	news	and	our	new	website	informa/on.	There	is	also	news	
about	our	shoreline	monitoring	program,	the	picnic,	a	beau/ful	remembrance	of	her	Dad,	
Jim	 Surpless,	 by	 his	 daughter	 (and	 our	 membership	 Chair)	 Kathy,	 the	 new	 website,	 and	
other	 interes/ng	 stuff	 that	 I	 hope	will	 bring	 you	 here	 as	we	work	 together	 through	 this	
difficult	/me.	The	maple	trees	are	budding.	Green	up	will	come	soon.	Stay	well	everyone.	

Bill

https://health.vilascountywi.gov/
https://health.vilascountywi.gov/
https://health.vilascountywi.gov/
https://health.vilascountywi.gov/
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Clean Boats, Clean Waters - Bill Foreman

For	the	first	/me	since	I	have	been	the	CBCW	Coordinator	it’s	May	17,	the	lake	is	open	
for	boa/ng	and	fishing,	and	we	don’t	have	inspectors	monitoring	visitors	to	our	boat	launch	
to	help	prevent	 the	 spread	of	 aqua/c	 invasive	 species	 into	our	pris/ne	 lake.	As	addressed	
elsewhere	 in	 this	 Newsleaer,	 due	 to	 the	 Covid-19	 global	 pandemic,	 all	 CBCW	 inspec/on	
monitoring	ac/vi/es	have	been	suspended.	CBCW	funding	grants	are	also	on	hold	for	now.	In	
the	 absence	 of	 any	 rule	 or	 restric/on	 preven/ng	 it,	 the	 BOLPF	 Board	 has	 authorized	 our	
inspec/ons	 to	begin	again	on	May,	18	with	best	prac/ces	health	and	safety	 rules	 in	place,	
including	masks	 for	our	 inspectors	 to	be	worn	during	 interac/ons	with	 visitors,	 touch	 free	
inspec/ons,	and	social	distancing.	It	is	of	primary	importance	that	we	preserve	our	beau/ful	
blue	water	lake	while	doing	everything	we	can	to	also	protect	our	inspectors	and	lake	users.	
We	 are	 ready	 to	 start	working	with	 our	 four	 full	 /me	 inspectors	 all	 returning	 for	 another	
season,	and	four	young	lake	residents	who	have	also	asked	to	be	part	of	our	inspec/on	team.		

	 Another	 important	 way	 for	 lake	 residents	 to	 help	 out	 is	 to	 join	 our	 shoreline	
monitoring	crew.		We	hope	to	ramp	up	that	aspect	of	our	AIS	preven/on	plan	because	early	
detec/on	is	the	best	way	to	contain	the	spread	of	AIS.	 	If	this	is	something	you	can	help	us	
with,	 please	 contact	 Cindy	 Miller	 or	 Sharon	 Basten,	 who	 are	 assuming	 responsibility	 for	
managing	 the	 program	 now	 that	 long/me	 manager	 and	 lake	 legend/hero	 Joe	 Beers	 has	
decided	 to	 take	 a	 well-earned	 re/rement	 from	 the	 job.	 We	 thank	 you	 for	 your	 years	 of	
service,	Joe!	

Now	more	than	ever,	we	need	everyone	who	reads	 this	note	 to	be	sure	 to	self-inspect	
your	boat,	trailer,	tow	vehicle	and	boa/ng	equipment	(anchors,	trolling	motors,	fishing	and	
skiing	equipment,	etc.)	before	puLng	your	boat	in	the	lake,	especially	if	you	are	a	fisherman	
who	visits	mul/ple	lakes.	 	Although	we	are	re-star/ng	our	inspec/on	program,	many	other	
lakes	are	not	yet	ready	to	do	so	and	as	a	result,	may	not	have	inspectors	deployed	to	make	
sure	that	no	AIS	is	being	transported	by	visitors	leaving	their	lake.	If	you	are	using	a	marine	
service	to	 install	your	docks,	boat	 li?s,	ra?s,	and	other	shore	front	 items,	when	you	call	 to	
make	your	appointment,	please	take	a	moment	to	remind	them	to	make	sure	they	haven’t	
transported	AIS	 from	whatever	 lake	 they	were	 in	before	 they	 came	 to	work	 in	ours.	Black	
Oak	Lake	 is	an	 important	resource	for	the	Land	O’	Lakes	community,	and	 I’m	sure	that	the	
folks	who	come	here	 to	play	or	work	will	 take	the	/me	necessary	 to	keep	 it	clean	and	AIS	
free.	

	 Finally,	 as	 noted	 elsewhere,	 we	may	 not	 be	 able	 to	 engage	 in	 our	 normal	 fundraising	
ac/vi/es	this	season.	If	you	haven’t	already	donated	to	our	Dollars	For	Hours	program,	paid	
your	annual	dues,	and	perhaps	contributed	a	liale	something	extra,	now	would	be	the	/me	
to	please	consider	doing	so.	Many	thanks,	and	on	behalf	of	our	CBCW	Team,	we	all	hope	to	
see	you	at	the	boat	launch	again	very	soon!	
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Lake Monitors — Cindy Miller/Sharon Basten/Joe Beers

A	note	from	Joe:	

We	will	all	remember	2020	for	the	Covid19	pandemic	and	how	it	affected	each	of	us.	I	hope	and	
pray	for	the	safety	and	health	of	all	of	you.	

High	water	will	again	be	the	headline	on	BOL	this	summer	making	it	so	important	to	keep	vigilant	
with	lake	inspec/ons	by	our	monitors	and	our	property	owners.	 	As	always,	check	your	shore	for	
any	plants	you	do	not	recognize	and	call	with	any	ques/ons.	

It	has	been	a	pleasure	to	serve	you	as	Lake	Monitor	Coordinator	for	13	years	and	I	am	happy	to	
announce	that	Cindy	Miller	and	Sharon	Basten	will	be	taking	over	in	2020.	I	wish	you	all	a	happy,	
safe	and	healthy	summer.	

A	note	from	Cindy	and	Sharon:		increasing	volunteer	monitoring	

Our	sincere	thanks	to	Joe	Beers	for	the	great	job	coordina/ng	the	volunteers	who	together,	inspect	
the	en/re	shoreline	of	our	beau/ful	Black	Oak	Lake.	 	As	we	were	unable	to	have	our	CBCW	paid	
inspectors	 for	a	 few	weeks	at	 the	boat	 landing,	we	are	at	a	higher	risk	of	Eurasian	Water	Milfoil	
(EWM)	coming	to	our	lake	from	boats	and	trailers.	 	It	is	very	important	now,	that	we	step	up	the	
Lake	Monitor	volunteer	program	this	summer	among	current,	and	hopefully	some	new	property	
owners.			

To	 our	 16	 current	 shore	 monitors,	 thank	 you	 for	 your	 /me	 volunteering.	 	 Please	 con/nue	
inspec/ng	the	sec/on	you	were	assigned,	and	keep	records	of	your	/me.	 	If	you	are	able,	please	
increase	the	frequency	of	your	inspec/ons	to	twice	monthly	or	more	o?en.	 	We	will	be	in	touch	
with	you	shortly.			

Addi/onally,	we	are	looking	to	add	a	few	new	monitors,	so	that	we	are	able	to	focus	on	some	“hot	
spots”	 iden/fied	by	Susan	Knight,	where	EWM	would	 likely	take	hold,	 like	West	Bay	and	Barbers	
Bay.	 	 If	 this	 sounds	 like	 a	way	 that	 you	would	 like	 to	 help	 out	 twice	 a	month	 or	more,	 please	
contact	Cindy	Miller,	or	Sharon	Basten	asap.		Thank	you,	and	see	you	on	the	lake!		
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OUR NEW WEBSITE: courtesy of Kristen and Jason Barringer

The	new	lake	website,	reached	by	the	same	URL,	blackoaklake.com,	is	now	ac/ve	and	
has	about	150	pages	and	many	more	photos	making	 it	quite	colorful!	The	content	 is	also	
organized	more	 logically.	 The	 old	 site	 essen/ally	 had	 three	main	 headings	 (Surrounding	
Areas,	Lake	Informa/on	and	Residents	And	Visitors)	under	which	the	bulk	of	the	site	was	
located.	This	new	site	has	six	headings	(News	Feed,	Photos,	Our	Work,	Members,	About	Us,	
How	to	Help)	with	a	more	logical	alloca/on	of	subjects.	On	the	Homepage	you	see	those	six	
headings	lined	up	across	the	top,	each	with	a	down	arrow.	Rest	the	cursor	on	one	of	those	
arrows	to	drop	down	a	menu	of	what's	included	there.	Or	you	can	click	on	a	heading	and	
icons	for	each	of	those	subjects	will	appear	below	with	more	detailed	descrip/ons	of	the	
contents	of	each.	Searching	is	further	made	easier	by	a	Can't	find	what	you're	looking	for?	
icon	all	the	way	at	the	boaom	of	the	Homepage.	

Another	improvement	is	that	individuals	can	add	photos	to	the	various	photo	areas	and	
can	also	add	Classified	Ads.	 Ini/ally,	 these	 things	will	 automa/cally	 go	 to	one	of	 the	 site	
administrators	(Kristen	and	Jason	Barringer	or	Walt	Bates)	and	be	waved	onto	the	site	by	
them.	 This	 to	 head	 off	 poten/al	 spammers	 since	 this	 area	 is	 not	 password	 protected.	
Another	goal	was	achieved	by	 its	creators,	namely	the	site's	appearance	on	a	cell	phone.	
Everything	rearranges	to	minimize	dragging	and	zooming	in	and	out.			

One	similarity	with	the	old	site	is	that	you	only	need	to	sign	in	if	you	want	to	see	the	
Member	Directory	Informa/on	or	the	Telephone	Tree,	both	under	"MEMBERS".	Everything	
else	is	open	to	the	world!	 	As	for	signing	in,	you	should	have	received	your	username	and	
the	ini/al	default	password	of	BlackOak123.	You	are	encouraged	to	change	your	password.	
A	 capability	with	 this	 site	 also	 covers	 you	 if	 you	 change	 your	 password	 and	 then	 forget	
what	you	changed	it	to!	One	of	the	site	admins	can	easily	get	you	back	on	track!	

ENJOY!	

http://www.blackoaklake.com/
http://www.blackoaklake.com/
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Ice Out & Water Level — Walt Bates

Ice-out	came	late	on	May	2,	2020	when	the	last	ice	on	Black	Oak	Lake	melted	away.	As	
usual,	it	was	located	along	the	south	shore	of	Barbers	Bay.	The	DNR’s	defini/on	of	“ice-out”	
is	the	first	day	that	all	ice	is	gone.	The	DNR	wants	simple	and	clear	defini/ons	of	things	like	
this	so	different	observers	over	the	decades	will	have	the	same	reference	thereby	making	
long	 term	 comparisons	 valid.	 Since	 ice-out	 is	 normally	 a	 rather	 sudden	 and	 some/mes	
noisy	 event,	 these	dates	have	been	 recorded	here	 since	1909.	 Emil	Wiesse,	who	 lived	 in	
Barber’s	 Bay	 (then	 called	Wiesse	Bay)	 in	 the	 current	 home	of	 Caruso	 /	 Basten,	 recorded	
them	through	1921,	wri/ng	them	on	his	garage	wall.	Janet	Vineyard’s	family,	the	Handlos’,	
then	recorded	them	through	1965.	Jim	Lowens/ne’s	caretakers	took	over	through	1997	and	
John	Annin	and	Walt	Bates	have	recorded	them	since	then.	Most	o?en,	the	last	ice	on	the	
lake	 is	 along	 the	 south	 shore	 of	 Barbers	 Bay	 from	 Basten	 to	 Erickson.	 This	 is	 the	 most	
sheltered	north	facing	shoreline	on	the	lake.	No/ce	that	all	of	the	early	observers	happen	
to	 have	 been	 located	 in	 Barbers	 Bay	 and	 easily	
looked	 out	 on	 that	 “last	 ice”	 area.	 They	 were	
therefore	using	the	eventual	DNR	defini/on	of	“ice-
out”	 without	 even	 realizing	 it!	 This	 gives	 us	
confidence	that	all	our	ice-out	dates	were	recorded	
using	 the	 same	 rules	 and	enhances	 the	 validity	of	
comparisons	over	the	decades.	

The	earliest	recorded	ice-out	was	on	March	24	
(2012)	 and	 the	 latest	was	 on	May	 17	 (1996).	 The	
overall	 average	date	 is	April	 26.	The	 raw	data	and	
all	 the	 calcula/ons	 from	 which	 all	 the	 date	
averaging	 is	 drawn	 are	 linked	 off	 of	 the	 ice-out	
website	 page	 at	 blackoaklake.com	 >	 Our	 Work	 >	
Ice-Out	Repor/ng.	

The	water	level	at	2020's	ice-out	was	51"	above	
our	reference,	nearly	the	same	as	 last	year.	This	 is	
51"	 above	 the	 level	 at	 ice-out	 in	 2010.	 See	 the	
familiar	 level	 chart	 here	 for	 comparisons.	 The	
average	of	all	 ice-out	and	freeze-up	dates	we	have	
recorded	is	23.8".

Water Quality — Walt Bates

The	 same	 info	 regarding	water	 quality	 from	 the	 old	 site	 is	 covered	 in	 OUR	WORK	 >	
WATER	QUALITY.	There	you	can	see	the	spreadsheets	of	each	of	the	past	13	years	showing	
the	clari/es	and	chemistry	of	all	the	monitored	lakes	 in	Wisconsin.	No/ce	that	Black	Oak	
Lake	has	been	the	clearest	 lake	 in	Wisconsin	 in	10	of	 those	 last	13	years	and	read	about	
how	it	would	also	be	the	clearest	lake	in	Minnesota	if	it	were	located	there.

http://blackoaklake.com/
http://blackoaklake.com/
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Walking & Biking Around the Lake— Walt Bates

There	have	been	 some	 changes	 at	 Conserve	 School.	 But	one	of	
the	 things	 that	 has	 survived	 is	 the	 permission	we	 have	 enjoyed	 to	
walk/bike	through	a	part	of	their	property	so	as	to	be	able	to	circle	
the	 lake.	 This	 permission	 applies	 to	 Black	 Oak	 residents	 and	 their	
escorted	guests	only.	 It	also	only	applies	 to	 the	designated	route.	 If	
you	 are	 unsure	 of	 the	 route	 go	 to	 blackoaklake.com	 >	Members	 >	
Member-only	content	>	Walk	Around	the	Lake	which	will	ask	for	your	
username	and	password	to	see	route	specifics	and	details.

50 and 75 Year Pins— Walt Bates

The	award	pin	program,	formerly	founded	and	run	by	Jim	Surpless,	has	
now	been	taken	over	by	Kathy	Kelly	and	Walt	Bates.	See	the	new	website	
pages	MEMBERS	>	50	AND	75	YEAR	PINS.	Do	a	liale	math	and	see	if	you	
qualify	 for	either	of	 those	pins.	To	date	we	have	given	out	107	fi?y	year	
pins	 and	 22	 seventy	 five	 year	 awards!	 That's	 a	 lot	 of	 lake	 loyalty!	 The	
en/re	name	list	is	displayed	on	that	page.

Concerned About COVID & the Local Situation?— Walt Bates

Sandi	and	I	arrived	April	18,	with	a	car	full	of	groceries!	For	14	days	of	quaran/ne	we	
stayed	home	to	plenty	of	spring-/me	projects.	The	only	ventures	out	were	a	trip	to	the	Post	
Office	to	get	held	mail	 (wearing	a	mask	and	the	PO	has	a	separa/ng	shield)	and	a	trip	to	
Charlie's	Market.	 For	 the	 laaer,	 you	call	 them	and	 they	will	walk	 through	 the	store	while	
talking	to	you	so	you	can	be	sure	you	get	what	you	want	and	you	can	pay	with	a	CC	over	the	
phone.	When	you	arrive	they'll	carry	your	stuff	out	or,	if	they're	really	busy,	leave	it	in	the	
entry	 area	 for	 you	 to	 pick	 up.	 A?er	 the	 two	 weeks	 (so	 chosen	 because	 if	 you	 arrived	
infected	you	would	be	showing	symptoms	by	 then)	we	did	more	store	visits,	always	with	
masks	in	case	we	were	infected	and	simply	asymptoma/c.	

Regarding	 geLng	 infected	while	 you're	 here	 and	 overwhelming	 their	 limited	medical	
care,	understand	that	geLng	this	virus	 is	not	 like	having	a	sudden	severe	stroke	or	heart	
aaack	 where	 you	 need	 immediate	 care	 to	 save	 your	 life.	 It	 comes	 on	 slowly	 giving	 you	
plenty	of	/me	to	call	your	home	doctor	and	head	out	 if	necessary.	We	have	two	Wausau	
area	hospitals	in	mind	should	this	happen.

http://blackoaklake.com/
http://blackoaklake.com/
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BOLPF 2020 Membership Dues Reminder - Kathy Kelly 

This	is	the	spring	2020	dues	reminder,	and	it	will	be	in	memory	of	our	father,	Jim	Surpless.		
Everyone	knew	that	BOL	was	his	favorite	place	in	the	world.		Like	many	of	us,	“the	Lake”	was	
his	family	place,	and	a	place	of	comfort,	relaxa/on	and	connec/on.		And	the	legendary	hours	
gathered	 at	 the	 kitchen	 table	 will	 serve	 as	 a	 fond	 reminder	 of	 the	 numerous	 memories	
shared	over	the	years.					

But	one	could	not	forget	the	early	fall	of	2018	when	dad	had	the	cabin	to	himself.	 	Daily	
fires	with	 logs	from	the	eternal	wood	pile;	nightly	cocktails	(some/mes	two!)	while	flipping	
through	Baldacci	and	Jack	Reacher;	and	both	dogs	at	his	side.	 	Missing	his	wife	of	65	years	
weighed	heavily	on	his	mind,	but	hearing	the	loons	on	the	water	and	the	wind	in	the	pines	
made	it	all	worthwhile.							

One	of	our	 last	 conversa/ons	 together	was	 that	of	BOL	and	how	best	our	 family	 could	
support	the	grand	efforts	of	our	lake	associa/on,	BOLPF.	 	I	may	be	overstepping	my	bounds,	
but	 given	 these	 new	 social	 guidelines,	 higher	 than	 ever	 lake	 levels,	 late-to-the-game	
inspec/ons,	etc.,	 I	know	Dad,	along	with	so	many	of	you	that	have	already	given	so	much,	
would	have	made	every	effort	necessary	to	ensure	the	safety	of	our	lake.	 	We’re	faced	with	
many	barriers	preven/ng	our	usual	pro-	ac/ve	and	successful	protec/ve	measures.		However,	
one	thing	in	our	immediate	control	is	the	financial	health	of	BOLPF.		And,	one	easy	ac/on	you	
can	take	to	support	the	well-being	of	BOLPF	is	by	paying	your	dues!	

Dues	 are	 $30.	 	 Members	 include	 property	 owners	 and	 their	 adult	 children,	 rela/ves,	
friends,	off-lake	friends	and	local	businesses.		Your	BOLPF	membership	dues	must	be	current	
to	con/nue	as	a	BOLPF	member.	 	Membership	in	BOLPF	is	on	an	individual	basis.	 	However,	
you	 may	 join	 as	 a	 couple	 and	 pay	 dues	 jointly	 with	 a	 single	 vote	 on	 BOLPF	 maaers.		
Remember	 that	 dues	 are	 tax	 deduc/ble	 in	 the	 year	 they	 are	 paid	 and	 categorized	 as	 a	
charitable	dona/on.	 	(And,	instead	of	wai/ng	in	line	at	our	annual	mee/ng,	maybe	consider	
paying	early?)	

Checks	 may	 be	 made	 payable	 to	 BOLPF,	 (please	 note	 the	 specific	 reference	 for	 the	
payment:		Dues/Year,	Dollars	for	Hours,	Gi?s,	Memorials,	etc.)	and	mail	to:			

BOLPF,	Inc.																														For	Ques/ons,	contact	Kathy	at:		ksurpless@surplessdunn.com													
PO	Box	151																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																			(773)-858-5687	
Land	O’	Lakes,	WI			54540	

There	 are	 many	 fortunate	 families	 on	 BOL,	 and	 many	 with	 even	 more	 history	 and	
genera/ons	shared	than	we	have.		Your	lake	associa/on	needs	you	now	more	than	ever.		Our	
ever	persistent	efforts	and	support	will	ensure	a	healthy	BOLPF	and	 lots	of	good	memories	
for	the	genera/ons	to	come.		

mailto:ksurpless@surplessdunn.com
mailto:ksurpless@surplessdunn.com
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Black Oak Lake Social Events, Summer 2020

As	you	might	imagine,	the	social	calendar	is	in	quite	a	state	of	flux	for	summer	2020.		It	may	
simply	 be	 parking	 your	 boat	 in	 the	middle	 of	 the	 lake	 and	 talking	with	 others	 parked	 in	
boats	a	safe	social	distance	away!		But	here	is	what	we	know	at	this	point.	

Progressive Dinner	—		Check	back	in	2021.	

Annual Meeting —		Saturday,	June	27th,	10am,	format	&	loca/on	TBD	

Pontoon Parties	—	Mark	your	calendars	for	this	summer’s	Pontoon	Par/es!	
 
Saturday,	May	23,	Friday,	July	3,	Saturday,	August	1	and	Saturday,	September	5.			

Gather	your	family	and	friends,	your	favorite	beverages	and	an	appe/zer	to	share	and	join	
in	the	fun	as	we	enjoy	an	evening	on	Black	Oak.	Fes/vi/es	begin	in	Barber's	Bay	at	5	p.m.	
Stay	for	an	hour	or	the	evening,	it's	up	to	you!	Rain	date	will	be	the	following	evening.	

Please	do	us	all	a	favor	and	bring	plas/c	glassware.		

Annual Picnic & Auction	—		Saturday,	July	25th	(tentaDve)	at	the	Conserve	School	
pending	final	board	approval	to	move	forward	based	on	poten/al/unforseen	restric/ons	
related	to	Covid	19.		We	hope	to	have	a	final	decision	by	the	end	of	June.			

Should	it	be	decided	that	we	can	not	have	the	picnic	this	year,	we	are	 	planning	a	way	to	
ensure	 the	 auc/on	 will	 take	 place	 in	 an	 online	 format	 as	 this	 is	 the	 most	 important	
fundraiser	of	the	year	so	we	hope	you	all	will	par/cipate	whether	in	person	or	online!	

We	look	forward	to	seeing	you	all	there!	

To	make	picnic	reserva/ons	please	contact:	
Sharon	Basten	262-745-6567	or	
Bonnie	Clark	312-961-8060	

Survivors Dinner	—	TBD	
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Spring 2020 Financial Report — Sue Woltman 

2019	was	another	successful	year	for	BOLPF	as	you	can	see	from	our	year	end	budget	
report	below.		Once	again	our	income	exceeded	our	expenses.		 	BOLPF’s	year	end	total	net	
worth	was	$139,594.85——$57,637.41	in	checking	account	and	$81,957.44	in	CD’s.		

Thank	 you	 everyone	 for	 your	 membership	 dues,	 generous	 dona/ons	 and	 all	 your	
volunteer	/me.	We	are	so	fortunate	to	have	so	many	who	love	and	support	our	beau/ful	
Black	Oak	 Lake,	 and	we	are	 coun/ng	on	you	 to	 con/nue	your	 kind	generosity	and	ac/ve	
membership	 throughout	
2020!	

I f	 y o u	 h a v e	 a n y	
ques/ons,	 please	 email	 me	
at	ssw902@yahoo.com

mailto:ssw902@yahoo.com
mailto:ssw902@yahoo.com
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About the Black Oak Lake Preservation Foundation — Bill Foreman 

The	 Black	 Oak	 Lake	 Preserva/on	 Founda/on	 (BOLPF)	 is	 a	 501(c)(3)	 nonprofit	
organiza/on.		Concerned	lake	residents	formed	its	predecessor	organiza/on,	the	Black	Oak	
Lake	Riparian	Owners	Associa/on,	in	1975.	Preserving	and	improving	the	incredible	quality	
of	the	community	water	resource	of	Black	Oak	Lake	is	the	core	mission	of	the	Founda/on.		
Toward	 that	 end,	BOLPF	 raises	money	 through	 volunteer	 efforts	 that	 fund	 a	Clean	Boats	
Clean	Waters	 (CBCW)	 program,	 that	 in	 2018	 spent	 2,105	 hours	 inspec/ng	 boats,	 trailers	
and	 towing	 vehicles	 for	 aqua/c	 invasive	 species	 (AIS).	 	 BOLPF	 employs	 a	 team	 of	 paid,	
cer/fied	inspectors	who	are	managed	by	a	volunteer	CBCW	coordinator.		Inspec/ons	occur	
every	 day	 between	 7	 am	 and	 8	 pm	 from	 Opening	 Fishing	 Day	 in	 early	 May,	 un/l	 mid-
October.	 	 As	 part	 of	 its	 educa/onal	 func/on,	 in	 2018	BOLPF	 inspectors	 spoke	 about	AIS	
issues	with	3,214	lake	visitors.		BOLPF	members	also	volunteer	as	“lake	shoreline	monitors”	
to	 rou/nely	 inspect	 the	 lake	 and	 its	 shoreline	 for	 AIS	 through	 a	 separately	 managed	
program.	 	Over	100	volunteer	hours	were	spent	monitoring	Black	Oak	Lake’s	shoreline	 in	
2018.		BOLPF	maintains	long-term	goals	of	con/nuing	to	develop	lake-specific	strategies	for	
comba/ng	the	spread	of	AIS	 through	volunteerism,	educa/on,	 fundraising,	and	 inter-lake	
coopera/on	with	like-minded	organiza/ons	that	share	these	goals.	

Jim Surpless 
Bill Berg, Jr



BOLPF Newsletter Spring 2020

BOLPF NEWS 

BOLPF Newsletter 12

Why not take a 
moment and make 
a tax free donation 

to $ for hours or 
Gifts & Memorials 

for 2020?

From the editor:    2020 has been quite a year so far.  I hope the newsletter provides some welcome normalcy to 
your lives and triggers fond memories of your time at Black Oak.


As always, comments/questions/concerns can be sent to me at cbh2@yahoo.com.  I’ll look forward to seeing you 
—from a safe distance - at Black Oak this summer!


Chris Hook

Get ready for summer:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=2&v=ZVHEr6OJqWA&feature=emb_logo

mailto:cbh2@yahoo.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=2&v=ZVHEr6OJqWA&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=2&v=ZVHEr6OJqWA&feature=emb_logo
mailto:cbh2@yahoo.com
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