
BOLPF Newsletter Spring 2018

 BOLPF NEWS SPRING 2018 

BOLPF Newsletter �1

A Letter From Our President - Jim Fleming
Yikes! Walt’s recent email reports that 102” of snow fell at the Eagle River Airport this 
winter (compared to 74” the prior year). My memory is that LOL generally receives even 
more snow than Eagle River, so we may all be floating away this summer on BOL. I’m not 
sure there’s much we can do versus Mother Nature, and I know the high water is good for 
many property owners. But, we may need to consider whether there is some way to 
improve the drainage flow out of BOL over to George Lake. I know there are a number of 
issues with that. One is the concern that George Lake itself is high, and we don’t want it to 
drain into BOL. Also, the Town has dumped so much sand on the beach over the years 
that it might be difficult to keep the flow open. I don’t think the drainage ditch and the 
culverts have been cleared out in years, either. It’s also possible that the water flow south 
of Lake George (heading toward the Wisconsin River) may be blocked, which could be 
keeping George high. Or, it simply may be that the whole area is just so saturated, that 
there isn’t anything that can be done. I’m sure we’ll hear some thoughts from members 
this summer. It’s a controversial issue, depending on property location and type of 
boathouse or pier. Hopefully, we won’t have the spring and summer rain volume we had 
last year, and the water level won’t be as bad as we might expect, based on the snow fall.  
One thing for sure: We’ll all need to watch carefully for debris in the lake. The high water 
will surely dislodge shoreline debris again this summer. So, please be very careful boating 
and engaging in water sports. If you see floating debris, please try to pull it to the shore.  
The high water level will also dictate that we take care with boat wakes again this summer. 
Our power-boat wakes can cause more shore debris to float loose, as well as pounding 
folks’ piers and boat shelters. I know I’m as guilty of this as anyone, with the old wood boat 
that never planes-off, and the occasional kids who want to wake-surf behind the plastic 
boat, with the water ballast tanks full (that’s kind of like driving a full dump truck across the 
lake).  

On the good news front, Bill Foreman has the boat inspection program ready to go. And, 
as Andy reports, we ended 2017 in the black, thanks to great support from so many 
members. I know I sounded like a money-grubbing so-and-so last summer, and probably 
will again this summer. Our major expense is the payroll for our boat inspectors. The cost 
is a stretch for us, but we all seem to agree how important and valuable it is in keeping AIS 
out of BOL. The Board carefully watches the cost and could cut back the hours if 
necessary, but for now we believe maintaining the coverage from last year is worthwhile.  

(continued next page) 



BOLPF Newsletter Spring 2018

BOLPF NEWS 

BOLPF Newsletter �2

President’s Letter Continues

There will be some changes to the Board this year, as always. I will have served the 
maximum two terms on the Board, so I’ll be replaced as president (probably about time for 
a change!!), I’ll remain on the Board as past-president. Bob Barnum will finally be released 
from his board servitude. He would have been able to retire years ago, but as long as I 
was president, he had to stay on in the past-president spot. Bob has served BOL well and 
faithfully. We all owe him (and Shirley) a very sincere thanks. Unfortunately, Stefan will 
also hit his two-term limit this year. The board will greatly miss Stefan. His awareness and 
understanding of so many lake- related issues has been incredibly helpful to the board. I 
hope we can keep him involved in some committee role. Fortunately, the Nominating 
Committee has found two great candidates: Chris Hook and Barbara Annin. Thanks Chris 
and Barbara for offering your time. The Committee will nominate Chris and Barbara for the 
members’ vote at the Annual Meeting, set for June 30, 10:00 am, at the Town Hall.  

Thanks so much for all you do to support Black Oak. It may not be one of the “Seven 
Wonders of the World,” but it is our beloved wonder. 

Lake Monitors — Joe Beers

2017 was a good year for the lakes of Northern Wisconsin with adequate rainfall resulting 
in higher water levels. The water quality of Black Oak Lake is usually minimally affected by 
run-off from normal weather conditions however in 2017 you have all noticed the clarity of 
the lake has decreased. This has made it more difficult for your 14 Lake Monitors to do 
their inspections but they have persevered and recorded 128 hours of monitoring in 2017. 
They will again be looking for invasive plants in 2018 and once again volunteers are most 
welcome to join our team. In every newsletter I have encouraged everyone to take simple 
precautions to protect our lake and its aquatic plants including: 

• Watching your shoreline for suspicious plant growth 
• Slowing down or avoiding natural weed beds 
• Slowing down in shallow waters to avoid disturbance of sediments 
• Encouraging guests to protect BOL as you do 

Together we can make a difference. Check out wisconsinlakes.org 
to see the critical need to protect our native plants and other lake issues.    

 Joe 
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Clean Boats, Clean Waters Spring 2018 — Bill Foreman

As I write this on April 23, 2018, I can finally see standing melt water on the snowy 
surface of our ice-covered lake.  This time last year I was watching the amazing variety 
of migratory water birds that make a brief stop here before heading north.  Despite the 
late Spring, preparations are underway for another season of AIS inspections at our 
boat launch.  Four of last year’s five inspectors are returning.  Pending weather, (we 
don’t work when there is lightning or heavy rainfall in the area), we will continue our 
program of having paid inspectors working 13 hours a day, 7 days a week throughout 
the course of the season.  After review of the data we collected last year, we will be at 
the boat launch at 7 am, an hour earlier than last season, to inspect the early fishing 
boats we missed with our 8 am start last year.  We will be ending our inspection days 
an hour earlier at 8 pm.  Our season will begin on Opening Fishing Day (May 5) or 
whenever the ice finally leaves thereafter. 

As you are probably all aware, CBCW inspections account for BOLPF’s primary 
expenditure.  On behalf of our great crew of friendly, experienced inspectors, thank 
you for your generous contributions toward keeping our lake AIS free.  This season all 
of our inspectors will be required to have completed a Vilas County CBCW training 
class that includes AIS identification.  We will require this “certification” to be renewed 
every two years.  The class is free, and is offered at various dates and locations 
throughout Vilas County, including the Land O’ Lakes Town Hall on Friday, June 1 from 
2:00 to 4:00 pm.  Having taken the class twice myself, I can attest that it’s an 
interesting and informative way to spend an afternoon.  We can always use volunteers 
to backstop our paid inspectors, and for those of you who are inspecting your 
shorelines, you will learn from the class that there’s more than just Eurasian Water 
Milfoil to look for.  If anyone is interested in attending, the schedule is below.  It is 
highly recommended that you RSVP.  You can direct any questions you may have 
either to myself (602-721-0810) or to Cathy Higley from Vilas County.  Cathy’s contact 
information is on the bottom of the schedule. 

Bill 
2018 CBCW Training schedule: 

• Friday, May 25th 12:30-4:30 at Northland Pines High School, Eagle River 
• Friday, June 1st 2-4pm at Land O Lakes Town Hall 
• Friday, June 8th 10am-12pm at Discovery Center, Manitowish Waters 
• Friday, June 15th 6-8pm at location TBD (Fence Lake area, Lac du Flambeau 
• Friday, June 29th 1-3pm at St Germain Community Center, Room 6 

For information or to register, contact Cathy Higley at cahigl@vilascountywi.gov or 
715-479-3738

mailto:cahigl@vilascountywi.gov
mailto:cahigl@vilascountywi.gov
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At ice-out the water level was at 44”.  Though this is down a bit from last fall, it is over a 
foot higher than at ice-out one year ago and is by far the highest ice-out water level since 
we’ve been keeping accurate records. I don’t want to think about what would happen if the 
water goes up over the summer of 2018 by the same amount (over 13”) that it went up last 
summer.  The public beach barely deserves the title “beach” anymore and the Town of 
Land O Lakes, to whom that beach is an economic asset, is starting to take notice. In 
some areas the water is almost up to the 
pavement.  Here’s the familiar chart from our 
website at LAKE INFORMATION > WATER 
LEVEL REPORTING updated with the latest 
reading. 

By the way, people looking at this chart 
frequently ask “inches above what?”. The long 
answer is described on the cited website 
page. The short answer is that it doesn’t 
matter as long as that reference never 
moves…..and it doesn’t. Let me add here that 
the DNR uses lag bolts driven into shoreline 
trees as a non-moving reference. But trees, 
especially shoreline trees, blow down or are 
eroded down destroying years of data. We 
use a large concrete slab on a gravel bottom 
in several feet of water that is never reached 
by surface ice. 

This means another summer of flotsam on the lake. Keep your eyes peeled at high speeds 
and pick up anything that looks like it could be hazardous to others. It also portends the 
reduced clarity we have had recently with so much dissolved shoreline runoff in the water. 
See my clarity article elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Lots Of Water - Again!  -  Walt Bates

Need Internet?  -  Walt Bates

There are basically three players in this game. I will have brochures from each of them at 
the Annual Meeting June 30.  As a 501 © 3, BOLPF cannot recommend one over the other 
but we can simply list them. They are: 

1)      CHOICETEL features a buried fiberoptic cable – 715 480 4800 
2)      SONICNET uses broadcasting towers - 888-631-9666 
3)      FRONTIER uses existing phone lines – Frontier.com

http://frontier.com/
http://frontier.com/
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More On Our Water Clarity - Walt Bates

Up until about 2016, Black Oak Lake had incredibly clear water. Secchi readings of over 50 feet were common in early 
summers compared to an average of about 10 to 15 feet in other area lakes. But when the water level started the huge rise 
we have seen since then the clarity has dropped by more than half. Why the clarity did that was as much of a question as 
why we had the rapid rise in clarity in the 2005 through 2008 period. Our Dr Susan Knight feels that it is directly related to the 
higher water. She is an expert in aquatic and near shore plant life and sees the inundation of what had been terrestrial land 
bringing the remains of those plants and general detritus into the water body as the primary cause of the decline. In other 
words, the cause is simple obstruction of clarity by stuff suspended in the water rather than any ominous chemical change 
going on. 

Recall that we had the lake bottom cored by Paleolimnologist Dr. Paul Garrison in 2012. That complete report is located in 
LAKE INFORMATION > WATER QUALITY > scroll down to BOTTOM CORE ANALYSIS. The following addendum to that 
report was written recently when Dr. Garrison retired and is germane to our clarity question. It seems to support Dr Knight’s 
assignment of cause and, if true, means that if the water level goes no higher the good clarity should slowly return to where it 
was as the suspended particles either settle out or float up where wind drives them to shore. Early Secchis of 2018 seem to 
show a slight increase. All of this data is available on that same WATER QUALITY website page. 

ADDENDUM TO SEDIMENT CORE RESULTS TAKEN FROM BLACK OAK LAKE, VILAS COUNTY,  WISCONSIN  

Paul Garrison,  Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources  

This report summarizes examination of the zooplankton fossils found in the sediment core collected 18 July 2012. This 
sediment core was collected in the deep area of the lake. The top and bottom samples were kept from this core which was 54 
cm in length. Fossils from many zooplankton types are not preserved in the sediments. Only those belonging to the 
Cladocera group are typically preserved. This group is useful as indicators of changes in food web dynamics and the general 
extent of submerged aquatic plants (SAV). The samples were cleaned with 10% potassium hydroxide and a portion of the 
cleaned sample was mounted onto coverslips using stained polyvinyl lactophenol. Most of 2 coverslips for each sample was 
examined at 200X and recognizable fossils were recorded.  

The main purpose of looking at the zooplankton was to determine if there has been a change in the Daphnia population, 
specially large bodied Daphnids. These taxa feed on algae and the larger the Daphnids, the more algae they eat and this 
results in greater water clarity. These large Daphnids are also a preferred food resource for some fishes. Only a few Daphnia 
were found in the sediment samples. Only one post abdominal claw was found in the bottom sample but 7 were found in the 
top sample. The species present in the top sample were of the larger Daphnia pulex type. It is likely that at the present time 
the Daphnia are eating enough algae to increase water clarity more than they were historically. However the numbers are 
small so that they are not having a large impact.    

The biggest difference in the Cladoceran community between the top and bottom samples was that in the top sample there 
was an increase in taxa found in the littoral area, specifically those that are associated with submerged aquatic plants. This 
indicates that at the present time there is more SAV compared with historical times. This is in contrast to the diatom analysis 
which did not find a change in the SAV community. This discrepancy may indicate that the additional plants are the present 
time are of smaller stature than often occurs with the SAV community that often accompanies shoreland development. The 
increased SAV may also indicate an increase in water clarity which allows plants to grow to deeper depths and thus the areal 
coverage of plants is greater at the present compared with historical times.    

In summary the Cladoceran zooplankton community indicates that at the present time the submerged aquatic vegetation 
community is larger than it was historically. This is in contrast to the findings from the diatom analysis and may indicate a 
more extensive coverage of plants with smaller stature. In many lakes in northern and central Wisconsin with shoreland 
development there has been a change in the plant community from small species to those that are much larger and grow 
higher in the water column. This probably has not happened in Black Oak Lake. The Cladoceran fossils indicate a relatively 
small increase in large bodied Daphnids which may have resulted in increased water clarity at the present time.   
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Black Oak Lake Preservation Foundation (BOLPF) Membership

Name	of	Individual	or	Couple_____________________________________________________			Check	Number____________	

If	you	have	not	done	so	already,	now	would	be	a	good	=me	to	make	your	$30	payment	for	your	2018	Black	Oak	Lake	Preserva=on	founda=on	
(BOLPF)	member	dues.		You	may	also	take	this	opportunity	to	get	ahead	on	your	2019	dues…	

Your	BOLPF	membership	dues	must	be	current	to	con=nue	as	a	BOLPF	member.		Membership	in	BOLPF	is	on	an	individual	basis.		However,	
you	may	join	as	a	couple	and	pay	dues	jointly	with	a	single	vote	on	BOLPF	maRers.		Members	include	property	owners	and	their	adult	
children,	rela=ves,	friends,	off-lake	friends	and	local	businesses.									

BOLPF	is	our	lake	associa=on,	and	a	501(c)	(3)	tax-exempt	organiza=on.		Dues	are	tax	deduc=ble	in	the	year	they	are	paid	and	categorized	as	a	
charitable	dona=on.		BOLPF	dues	are	a	major	source	for	funding	of	our	efforts	to	prevent	invasive	species	from	gaining	a	foothold	in	our	
beau=ful,	and	one	of	the	most	desirable,	recrea=onal	lakes	in	all	of	Wisconsin.	

You	may	find	more	BOLPF	membership	details	here:		hRp://www.blackoaklake.com/.		Once	on	the	website,	you	may	also	want	to	check	your	
personal	content	for	accuracy,	as	this	is	the	informa=on	used	when	upda=ng	the	BOLPF	directory.					

To	renew	your	BOLPF	membership,	please	complete	and	tear	off	the	boRom	por=on	of	this	page,	make	your	check	payable	to	BOLPF	and	mail	
to	the	following	address:		BOLPF,	Inc.,	PO	Box	151,	Land	O’	Lakes,	WI		54540.					

You	may	also	take	this	opportunity	to	include	an	addi=onal	dona=on	and/or	get	ahead	on	your	BOLPF	membership	dues.	

Dues	being	paid:						□		$30	(2018	Dues)						□		$30	(2019	Dues)						□			$30	(20___	Dues)	

Addi=onal	Dona=on:								$_____	Gic								$_____	Dollars	for	Hours								$_____	Memorial	for	______________________	

If	you	have	ques=ons,	you	may	contact	Kathy	Surpless,	Membership	Chair	(kmsurpless@yahoo.com	or	773-858-5687)	or	Andy	Woltman,	
Treasurer	(andywoltman@yahoo.com	or	630-740-3593).		

Keep	the	top	por)on	of	this	page	as	your	receipt	for	your	dues/dona)on.	
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
Return	the	bo9om	por)on	of	this	page	with	your	check	

	Name	of	Individual	or	Couple_____________________________________________________			Check	Number____________	

Mail	to	BOLPF,	Inc.,	PO	Box	151,	Land	O’	Lakes	WI	54540	

Indicate	how	you	would	like	your	payments	allocated:					

□		$30	(2018	dues)					□		$30	(2019	Dues)						□		$30	(20___	Future	Dues)	

Addi=onal	Dona=on:								$_____	Gic								$_____	Dollars	for	Hours								$_____	Memorial	for	______________________	

You	may	also	use	PayPal	to	pay	your	dues.		(They	will	charge	a	small	fee.)		Instruc=ons	for	using	PayPal	may	be	found	on	the	BOLPF	Website	
at	hRp://www.blackoaklake.com/	under	the	“Residents	and	Visitors	>	Member	Dues”	tab.				

http://www.blackoaklake.com/
mailto:kmsurpless@yahoo.com
mailto:andywoltman@yahoo.com
http://www.blackoaklake.com/
http://www.blackoaklake.com/
mailto:kmsurpless@yahoo.com
mailto:andywoltman@yahoo.com
http://www.blackoaklake.com/
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Black Oak Lake Social Events, Summer 2018 

Progressive Dinner —  The Progressive Dinner is back on June 26th, 2018!!  See 
sign-up details on the final page of this newsletter.

Pontoon Parties — Mark your calendars for this summer’s Pontoon Parties!
 
Saturday, May 26, Saturday, June 30, Saturday, August 4 and Saturday, September 1.

Gather your family and friends, your favorite beverages and an appetizer to share and join 
in the fun as we enjoy an evening on Black Oak. Festivities begin in Barber's Bay at 5 p.m. 
Stay for an hour or the evening, it's up to you! Rain date will be the following evening. 

Please do us all a favor and bring plastic glassware. 

Annual Picnic & Auction —  Saturday, July 28th at the Conserve School.  Contact Cindy 
Miller (cindymiller01@gmail.com) for reservations and information. 

Jim Bates 
Ramona Hill 

mailto:cindymiller01@gmail.com
mailto:cindymiller01@gmail.com
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Spring 2018 Financial Report — Andy Woltman 

Thank you to all our wonderful BOLPF members and friends. Your membership dues, 
donations and volunteer time allow us to maintain our budget and hire our Lake Inspectors for 
the beach. We have been very fortunate to have wonderful support from our lake owners and 
friends and appreciate your love and concern for Black Oak Lake. 

Please continue to be active members of our association! If you have any questions or 
concerns, please email Andy Woltman at AndyWoltman@yahoo.com 

mailto:AndyWoltman@yahoo.com
mailto:AndyWoltman@yahoo.com
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The Black Oak Lake Preservation Fund Board: 

President:    Jim Fleming* 
Vice President:   Bill Foreman 
Treasurer:    Andy Woltman 
Recording Secretary:  Jessica Braun 
Corresponding Secretary:  Cindy Miller 
Past President:   Bob Barnum* 

Board Members: 

Kathy Kelly (Surpless) 
Mary Jo Zane 
Luke Hattenhauer 
Karen Hoeft 
Stefan Anderson* 

* Rolling off after 2018 Annual Meeting 

Hey Black Oak Residents! 

Have something to sell?  
Boats, skis, wakeboards, 
furniture, anything? 

List it in the Black Oak 
website 
(www.blackoaklake.com) in 
the classified section.  Send 
your items to Walt Bates 
(waterbirds@aol.com) for 
posting. 

Want to pay your dues 
online? 

Go to the website under 
Residents and 
Visitors>Membership Dues 
and Donations

Why not take a moment and make a tax free donation to $ for hours or Gifts & Memorials for 
2018?

From your editor — The ice is finally out and summer is on the way!!  See you all out at Black Oak this summer for 
another fun filled season on the lake.  Suggestions for improvements or changes are welcome at CBH2@yahoo.com.


Chris Hook

http://www.blackoaklake.com
mailto:waterbirds@aol.com
http://www.blackoaklake.com
mailto:waterbirds@aol.com
mailto:CBH2@yahoo.com
mailto:CBH2@yahoo.com
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THE SEVENTH BLACK OAK LAKE  
PROGRESSIVE DINNER  

TUESDAY, JUNE 26, 2018 

Dear Fellow Black Oakers, 

We are pleased to announce the continuation of the Black Oak Lake Progressive Dinner. What a great 
way to meet new people and celebrate old friends!  Galia Vineyard, Sandy Seymour, Cathy Hesselman 
and Elizabeth Eaton are organizing the evening. This is a fundraiser for the Black Oak Lake Preservation 
Foundation. There will be a $20.00 charge per person…payable at the dessert course. We will also have a 
50/50 drawing at dessert. 

We will mix and match singles and couples (sorry, no children) and you will be scheduled at a different 
house for each course. We are dispensing with the main course. The three courses will be: appetizers, 
salad and soup. The dessert course is graciously being hosted by Walt and Sandi Bates. Appetizers will be 
from 5:00-6:00, salad from 6:15-7:00, soup from 7:15-8:00 and dessert from 8:15-??? If you choose to not 
host please sign up to contribute by bringing an appetizer or dessert. If you have houseguests, please 
include them. We will keep them with you for the evening. A reminder that hosts will provide some sort of 
beverage but this is a BYOB event…so please bring your favorite adult beverage with you to each course. 

This is a great chance to raise money and spend a fun evening with fellow Black Oakers. The deadline for 
registering is Tuesday, June 15th.  Your personal schedule for the evening (with guest list if you are 
hosting) will be delivered to you by Thursday, June 22nd. 

We are looking forward to an evening of great food and great neighbors! Please call if you have any 
questions…Galia Vineyard 715-617-4259, Sandy Seymour 602-828-2145, Cathy Hesselman 
330-509-9021 and Elizabeth Eaton 612-718-7057.  

Names _____________________________________________________________________________ 
           
Mailing address______________________________________________________________________ 

Email address________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone_______________________________ Cell Phone______________________________________ 
    

I would like to host a course (indicate your first, second and third choice) 

             ______ Appetizer      _______ Salad    _______ Soup 

 I can accommodate___________ (8-20) people, including hosts 

 I would like to attend but cannot host a course, and I will bring an appetizer or dessert for our 
gathering (please indicate which)   _______Appetizer   _______Dessert    _______Either 

Please note if there are any special accommodations needed, such as physical abilities, allergies, and 
dietary restrictions _____________________________


