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A Letter From Our New President - Bill Foreman

The leaves are falling.  Looking across the lake today, the first hardwoods are 
starting to show their autumn colors against the boreal background of the evergreens.  
Geese and other waterfowl are flying south and can be heard overhead – especially so 
the swans.  The common loons are already in their gray winter plumage.  So ends 
another summer on our beautiful blue water lake.  Gone are the water-skiers and wake 
boarders, the happy screams of the tubers getting their whips cracked, the paddle 
boarders, the sailors, and the pleasant banter of folks enjoying our public beach.  Time 
now to revel in the rites of Fall, to smell the wood smoke over the lake, and to hope for a 
few perfect days of Indian Summer when the colors are at their peak.

     By all accounts, it was another fun summer on Black Oak Lake.  The water level 
is still very high.  Our resident scientist, Walt Bates, has all the information on this 
phenomenon for your perusal on the pages within.  And we made it another year without 
Eurasian Water Milfoil!  Walt, along with Dr. Susan Knight and Dirk Meyer, completed 
our annual AIS survey on a cold, wet September 25, and thankfully no negative results 
were obtained.  Thanks once again to Joe Beers and all those who diligently monitor our 
shorefront on yet another successful year.

     Thanks also to Cindy Miller for her great work on this year’s picnic. Our Auction 
Committee of Galia Vineyard, Cathy Hesselman, Dar Erickson, Cherry Lommen, Kay 
Fleming and Susan Whipp did a fantastic job with what turned out to be a very 
successful generator of resources for the lake.  Congratulations to all you successful 
bidders!  Much appreciation goes to Stefan Anderson for opening the Conserve School 
to us to have this event.  We are fortunate indeed to have such a great venue in which to 
hold this annual fundraiser.  As you know, the money raised at this fun affair is used to 
support our Clean Boats Clean Waters inspection program, and without your kind help 
and donations, we would be hard pressed to maintain our current inspection schedule.  

Great reports too about this year’s Survivors Dinner organized by John and 
Bonnie Clarke and held at the Black Oak Inn.  Those in attendance say that both food 
and venue were excellent, and that all enjoyed good times.

Looking forward, 2019 promises to be a productive year.  The Board (with more 
help from Stefan) has been working on improving the signage at the boat launch, and 
we hope to have new signs with updated information in place by Opening Fishing Day in 
May 2019.



BOLPF Newsletter Fall 2018

BOLPF NEWS 

BOLPF Newsletter �2

President’s Letter Continues

 For those of you who haven’t yet taken a look at the Black Oak Lake Adaptive 
Lake Management Plan on our Foundation website (http://blackoaklake.com/Default?
Page=31&MenuItem=135), there are many important areas of study discussed in the 
Plan that remain uncompleted. In 2019, the Board of Directors will be considering new 
means of addressing the “Recommended Actions” referenced in Chapter 7 of our Plan.  
Preserving and improving the incredible quality of our water resource is the core mission 
of the Black Oak Lake Preservation Foundation.  We are very lucky to have much of the 
groundwork for this mission already in place.  The science remaining to be developed, as 
recommended actions in the Adaptive Management Plan, will add to our base of 
knowledge and allow us, hopefully, to leave Black Oak Lake as a place on which our kids 
will have as much fun as we’ve had.  With that in mind, please make sure that your 
membership dues are up to date, and if possible, please consider a donation to our 
Dollars For Hours program as well.  

See you on the lake!

Lake Monitors — Joe Beers

Your BOL Lake Monitors have recorded well over 100 inspections from April 
through September in 2018 and have found no evidence of invasive plants. In addition to 
the work of the lake monitors, the full lake survey done by Dr. Susan Knight is now 
complete and that survey also gave BOL a clean bill of health. (A full report of the survey 
is in this newsletter.) 

We have had great reports like these year after year but we cannot get complacent. 
Great reports are not a guarantee that we will not have a future problem. So, I continue 
to repeat these four points:

• Watch your own shoreline for any plant growth you haven’t seen before.
• When in your power boat, slow down or avoid shallow waters that are home to 

native aquatic plants.
• Avoid disturbing sediments in shallow areas.
• Encourage your guests to help preserve and protect BOL.

If you would like to volunteer to be a Lake Monitor and can spend 3 to 6 hours next 
summer, please let me know. More volunteers are needed. 
I encourage you to check out wisconsinlakes.org to see the critical need to 
protect our native plants and other lake issues.

http://blackoaklake.com/Default?Page=31&MenuItem=135
http://blackoaklake.com/Default?Page=31&MenuItem=135
http://blackoaklake.com/Default?Page=31&MenuItem=135
http://blackoaklake.com/Default?Page=31&MenuItem=135
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Lake Survey Fall 2018— Dr. Susan Knight

Walt Bates, Dirk Meyer and I boarded Walt’s pontoon boat on 25 September 2018 to search for 
aquatic invasive species, and especially Eurasian water milfoil (EWM) on Black Oak Lake. The 
weather was gray and occasionally drizzly and visibility into the water was fair. Walt reports the 
water clarity is improving on Black Oak Lake over the relatively poor clarity last year and I could 
see at least 9 feet into the water. We found no EWM or any other invasive species.

Like last year, it has been a relatively rainy summer and fall and many lakes are experiencing 
reduced clarity compared with drier years. Even though it seems like the clarity is improving, 
this year’s rain likely has a negative effect on lake clarity for two reasons. First, Walt and Dirk 
agreed that the lake has never been as high as it is this year. With higher water levels, more of 
the watershed is in contact with the lake and more nutrients will be carried from land to the 
lake. Second, the rain may be causing some turbulence near shore, decreasing clarity.

One big change for me this year was that my facilities manager at Trout Lake Station rigged up 
a boom to support the Aqua Scope I use to peer into the water.  This was a spectacular 
improvement over holding the viewer, which looks a bit like one of those stout backyard 
telescopes (without the magnification). Usually I must hold the viewer as we motor through the 
water, which is tedious and tiring. With the boom rig, the viewer was suspended from a frame 
using a couple of bungie cords and a light rope, so that I just had to “steer” the Aqua Scope. 
We crisscrossed the west bay and Barber’s Bay (perpendicular to the route we usually take), 
but did one pass along the north and south shores. We were able to cover all the visible parts 
of the lake in just one day.  As in other years, we found some EWM look-alikes, including 
northern water-milfoil, water marigold and alternate-flowered water-milfoil. I pulled up northern 
water-milfoil several time to convince myself it was not EWM, as the northern in Black Oak 
Lake often has a  reddish tinge to the uppermost leaves, as is also common with EWM. We 
found plenty of other native plants, including fern-leaf pondweed, wild celery and large-leaf 
pondweed (“cabbage”) indicating a healthy plant community.  

Over the last three years (2015-2017) I have seen an increase in the density and frequency of 
large purple bladderwort (LPB) in the far west end of this bay. Like common bladderwort, LPB 
is a carnivorous plant, and ingests small aquatic animals, especially zooplankton, to augment 
its nutrient supply. Once again, the LPB was abundant in this area, though I am not sure 
whether there was more or less than in 2017.  LPB can become so abundant in some lakes 
that it reaches nuisance levels.  2017 and 2018 seem to have been the years for large 
increases in LPB regionally, as I have had many reports from Vilas and Oneida County lakes 
about nuisance levels of LPB.  However, unlike many lakes, where LPB often forms floating 
rafts and can interfere with recreation, the LPB in the west bay of Black Oak Lake remained on 
the bottom and was not rafting on the surface.  As with changes in clarity, I suspect the 
increase in LPB is related to increased water levels.      (continued next page)
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Since the part of the bay with the dense LPB is very shallow, even an abundant bladderwort 
population might not make much difference to how this part of the lake is used and perceived by 
nearby home owners and lake users.  This plant does not have any roots, and it is unlikely to persist 
in any other part of the lake where it would be quickly windrowed onto shore.  LPB is most common in 
small lakes, with little fetch, and the plant is generally restricted to the edges of the lake. BOL is not 
small, but the west bay is so different from much of the lake that it acts more like a separate small 
lake. It is possible/likely the LPB came in from neighboring George Lake where it is also abundant. 
Much to the chagrin of many lake residents, there is nothing to be done about the high density of LPB, 
but I doubt it will be a problem in Black Oak Lake.

Barber’s Bay is the part of the lake most vulnerable to invasive plants for several reasons.  Winds are 
often out of the west, so winds could potentially carry invasive plants from the landing (where they are 
most likely to originate) toward Barber’s Bay. This bay has a rich diversity of native plants, which is 
good and bad. With such a density of natives, there is perhaps less “room” for an invasive plant to find 
space to root. However, the high density and diversity also means that aquatic plants are successful 
there, and likely EWM would be successful too, given a chance to get started.  We traversed this bay 
more than other areas to be as sure as possible it was free of any invasive plants.  Also notable in 
Barber’s Bay was a terrific display of wild celery, with the cork screw-like stalks that tether the wild 
celery fruits to the parent plant.  Ducks are especially fond of wild celery fruits.

As we neared the end of our venture, on the south side of the lake and just about across from Walt’s 
and Dirk’s homes, I saw a spectacular group of bryozoan colonies growing on a tree that had fallen 
into the water. I had forgotten that Joe Beers and Walt let me know they had found bryozoans at other 
times.  Bryozoans are colonial animals, and while the colonies look like baseball- to basketball-sized 
tan-ish blobs, each individual in the colony is microscopic. So, each colony or blob is made up of 
thousands of individuals. These tiny animals set up a siphon with a waving fringe of tentacles and 
they eat whatever gets swept into their “mouths”. These colonies may be odd looking, but they are a 
sign of good water quality, and they are filtering out bacteria, fungi and other morsels floating in the 
lake. The colonies will disintegrate over the winter, and resting “spores” released this fall will “hatch” 
and start a new colony next spring, likely near where they were this year.

It is critically important that everyone involved in the Clean Boats Clean Waters and the Vigilante 
program remain alert to invasive species throughout the open-water season. While we crisscross the 
lake and look hard for invasive species, the area I am directly observing is tiny compared to the entire 
lake. Everyone remembers the 2015 event when the dock removal team tried to get onto the lake 
laden with EWM. Walt tells me something like that happened again this year. Your vigilance is 
paramount! Remember to watch for EWM along the shoreline as well as in the water, since EWM, 
should it ever occur, will likely fragment and wash up on shore. Thanks everyone and see you next 
year.

Lake Survey Fall 2018— Dr. Susan Knight 
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Clean Boats, Clean Water — Bill Foreman

We are having another busy year at the boat launch.  Once again our Clean Boats Clean Waters 
program is one of the best and most prolific in Wisconsin, and we have our generous donors and 
volunteers to thank for that. Through September 2, 2018, 
our crew of certified inspectors spent 1,516 hours 
inspecting 1,528 boats.  We contacted and spoke with 
2,813 people!  We will continue our inspections until mid-
October, and depending on weather and boat traffic, will 
then determine whether to close our season. 

While boat traffic at the launch has remained 
consistent with what we experienced last year, one 
positive detail is evident from our inspection reports.  So 
far, the number of boats visiting Black Oak Lake within five 
days of having been on a different water body has 
decreased.  Last year approximately 45% of our boating 
visitors were at risk of being potential purveyors of 
Eurasian Water Milfoil (EWM).  So far in 2018, only 30% 
of the boats entering Black Oak Lake were used on a 
different body of water within the previous five days.  This 
is encouraging, but it is important to note that less traffic is 
only part of the EWM equation.  It also matters which 
lakes were visited before coming to Black Oak Lake.  
Many local lakes are already infested with EWM including 
nearby Forest and Palmer Lakes.  Anecdotally, we are 
seeing an uptake in visitors from Forest Lake in particular.  

It is likewise common for fishermen to fish several 
lakes in a day, and our lake, while purportedly difficult to 
fish, weekly attracts a fair number of guides and their 
clientele.  As many of you may have noticed, we changed 
our hours of operation this season to an earlier 7 am start 
time.  We did this to better enable inspection of morning fishing visitors, but on many days this summer, we 
still had empty trailers to inspect upon our arrival at 7 am.  The upshot of all this is that we need to remain 
vigilant in our fight to keep aquatic invasive species, and in particular EWM, from taking hold of our jewel of 
a lake.  Please consider donating to our Dollars For Hours program and participating in the other 
fundraising activities our great group of volunteers have worked so hard to create. 

Please also remember to say hello and thanks to our crew of friendly inspectors when you are at 
the beach or boat launch.  Karl, John, Gary and our newest inspector, Buffy are the frontline protectors of 
our lake and we rely on their diligence and dedication.

On a personal note, I owe Jim Fleming a huge debt of thanks for doing not only his job as board 
president this past summer, but also mine as CBCW Coordinator.  Jim stood in for me with the CBCW 
crew while I was unexpectedly called away to Arizona for most of the summer.  Thanks Jim!



BOLPF Newsletter Fall 2018

BOLPF NEWS 

BOLPF Newsletter �6

Water Report - Fall 2018    Walt Bates 

WATER LEVEL REMAINS VERY HIGH 

Nobody has to tell you about the high 
water. Though our water level normally 
goes down over the course of a summer 
that's not happening this time. In late 
September we are up almost three 
inches since ice-out last May. This chart 
was displayed at the Annual Meeting.  It 
shows Black Oak's actual level since 
2001 and approximations back to 1942 
which are inferred from other seepage 
lakes in the immediate area. Notice that 
when the water gets unusually high or 
low it doesn't stay there for long before 
reversing. Notice also that there do not 
appear to be any regular cycles involved 
in the highs and lows.

WATER CLARITY HAS RETURNED

Our clarity has definitely improved this 
year after the last two years. This chart 
is the DNR's method of showing July/
August average depths by using cute 
little Secchi Disk symbols. It clearly 
shows Black Oak's sudden clearing in 
2005. We were the clearest lake in the 
state for 2007 through 2015, 12th in 
2016, 3rd in 2017 and will likely be back to #1 again in 2018. Chemically we are back to our 
old tricks again as well. Our water sample submitted in July of this year had so little 
Phosphorous that it was below the State Lab's minimum detection level. This was quite 
common during the 2009 thru 2013 time period and is good to see again. The hard numbers of 
all the measured parameters on all the monitored lakes in the state are linked about midway 
down the Lake Information > Water Quality page on our website (http://blackoaklake.com/
Default?Page=31&MenuItem=22). Just click on the year you want to see.

http://blackoaklake.com/Default?Page=31&MenuItem=22
http://blackoaklake.com/Default?Page=31&MenuItem=22
http://blackoaklake.com/Default?Page=31&MenuItem=22
http://blackoaklake.com/Default?Page=31&MenuItem=22
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Black Oak Lake Preservation Foundation (BOLPF) Membership

Name	of	Individual	or	Couple_____________________________________________________			Check	Number____________	

If	you	have	not	done	so	already,	now	would	be	a	good	=me	to	make	your	$30	payment	for	your	2018	Black	Oak	Lake	Preserva=on	founda=on	
(BOLPF)	member	dues.		You	may	also	take	this	opportunity	to	get	ahead	on	your	2019	dues…	

Your	BOLPF	membership	dues	must	be	current	to	con=nue	as	a	BOLPF	member.		Membership	in	BOLPF	is	on	an	individual	basis.		However,	
you	may	join	as	a	couple	and	pay	dues	jointly	with	a	single	vote	on	BOLPF	maRers.		Members	include	property	owners	and	their	adult	
children,	rela=ves,	friends,	off-lake	friends	and	local	businesses.									

BOLPF	is	our	lake	associa=on,	and	a	501(c)	(3)	tax-exempt	organiza=on.		Dues	are	tax	deduc=ble	in	the	year	they	are	paid	and	categorized	as	a	
charitable	dona=on.		BOLPF	dues	are	a	major	source	for	funding	of	our	efforts	to	prevent	invasive	species	from	gaining	a	foothold	in	our	
beau=ful,	and	one	of	the	most	desirable,	recrea=onal	lakes	in	all	of	Wisconsin.	

You	may	find	more	BOLPF	membership	details	here:		hRp://www.blackoaklake.com/.		Once	on	the	website,	you	may	also	want	to	check	your	
personal	content	for	accuracy,	as	this	is	the	informa=on	used	when	upda=ng	the	BOLPF	directory.					

To	renew	your	BOLPF	membership,	please	complete	and	tear	off	the	boRom	por=on	of	this	page,	make	your	check	payable	to	BOLPF	and	mail	
to	the	following	address:		BOLPF,	Inc.,	PO	Box	151,	Land	O’	Lakes,	WI		54540.					

You	may	also	take	this	opportunity	to	include	an	addi=onal	dona=on	and/or	get	ahead	on	your	BOLPF	membership	dues.	

Dues	being	paid:						□		$30	(2018	Dues)						□		$30	(2019	Dues)						□			$30	(20___	Dues)	

Addi=onal	Dona=on:								$_____	Gic								$_____	Dollars	for	Hours								$_____	Memorial	for	______________________	

If	you	have	ques=ons,	you	may	contact	Kathy	Surpless,	Membership	Chair	(kmsurpless@yahoo.com	or	773-858-5687)	or	Andy	Woltman,	
Treasurer	(andywoltman@yahoo.com	or	630-740-3593).		

Keep	the	top	por)on	of	this	page	as	your	receipt	for	your	dues/dona)on.	
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
Return	the	bo9om	por)on	of	this	page	with	your	check	

	Name	of	Individual	or	Couple_____________________________________________________			Check	Number____________	

Mail	to	BOLPF,	Inc.,	PO	Box	151,	Land	O’	Lakes	WI	54540	

Indicate	how	you	would	like	your	payments	allocated:					

□		$30	(2018	dues)					□		$30	(2019	Dues)						□		$30	(20___	Future	Dues)	

Addi=onal	Dona=on:								$_____	Gic								$_____	Dollars	for	Hours								$_____	Memorial	for	______________________	

http://www.blackoaklake.com/
mailto:kmsurpless@yahoo.com
mailto:andywoltman@yahoo.com
http://www.blackoaklake.com/
mailto:kmsurpless@yahoo.com
mailto:andywoltman@yahoo.com
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Fall 2018 Financial Report — Andy Woltman 

Thanks to you – our members, donors, and volunteers - 2018 is on track to be another successful year for BOLPF.  
Income is tracking well ahead of expenses and our net worth is $139,253 as of September 18, 2018.

Inspector payroll continues to be our most significant expense, representing nearly two thirds of our total annual 
expenses.  But thanks to dues and the various other sources of income (including the incredibly successful auction), we 
are well positioned to exceed our financial goals in 2018.  Our net worth is growing modestly and remains impressive.  
However, as widely known and appreciated, those resources may be quickly depleted should we ever be forced to 
respond to invasive species or other threats to our lake.

So, thank you all for your continued support.  And, please remember BOLPF as we approach year-end 2018 – your dues 
and gifts protect our lake and are greatly appreciated.

Last, many thanks to Jeany Cuttell, who continues to bear much of the heavy lifting with keeping our books and finances 
in order. 
   
Please call or email anytime with questions.

Andy Woltman, Treasurer (andywoltman@yahoo.com, 630.740.3593)

mailto:andywoltman@yahoo.com
mailto:andywoltman@yahoo.com
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NEW DIRECTORY RESEARCH ABOUT TO START 

This coming spring we'll be producing our biennial printed directory again. There are lots of 
new folks and many land lines are being abandoned. There will also be more intro pages of 
useful information. So, please send me your photo submissions for the cover photo contest. 
The photo's subject should be lake or wildlife or nearby woods related. Previous submissions 
that did not win can be sent again. Watch your email as this progresses. The new booklets 
should be ready in May, 2019.

The auction was a HUGE success this year! With just over $12,000 raised we set a new record. The raffle tickets were a 
great addition and will return next year. Thank you Susie for a fabulous idea!

Many, many thanks to everyone who donated cash/items, bid and bought raffle tickets.  Special thanks go out to our 
matching donors Jeanne and Bern Fleming and Kay and Jim Fleming.

We would also like to thank Stefan Anderson and The Conserve School for the use of their beautiful facilities and for 
hosting another exquisite meal, Chef McFarland for a wonderful picnic and his culinary skills at dinner, Mary and Jim 
Thomas for the use of their home for the cooking/dinner class by Chef Ray and D'Arcy Arpke,  Elizabeth Eaton and 
Richard Woodrow for another fun and interesting class at their cabin, Cherry Lommen and her jeweler for wonderful pieces 
each year,  Mark and Kris Gostisha for two very large bottles of wine  and as always thanks to the board for the booze! 

The committee works year round to bring you fun and different items. If anyone has any ideas or would like to see 
something new please contact us. We would love to hear from you.

Looking forward to next year and to setting a new record!

Cherry, Dar, Kay, Kathy, Susie and Galia

Mimi Truss Allman 

$$$   Another Record Setting BOLPF Auction $$$
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The Black Oak Lake Preservation Fund Board: 

President:    Bill Foreman 
Vice President:   Mary Jo Zane 
Treasurer:    Andy Woltman 
Recording Secretary:  Jessica Braun 
Corresponding Secretary:  Cindy Miller 
Past President:   Jim Fleming 

Board Members: 

Kathy Kelly (Surpless) 
Mary Jo Zane 
Luke Hattenhauer 
Karen Hoeft 
Chris Hook 

Hey Black Oak Residents! 

Have something to sell?  
Boats, skis, wakeboards, 
furniture, anything? 

List it in the Black Oak 
website 
(www.blackoaklake.com) in 
the classified section.  Send 
your items to Walt Bates 
(waterbirds@aol.com) for 
posting. 

Want to pay your dues 
online? 

Go to the website under 
Residents and 
Visitors>Membership Dues 
and Donations

Why not take a moment and make a tax free donation to $ for hours or Gifts & Memorials for 2018?

Best wishes to everyone for an enjoyable winter.  Summer will be here again in no time! 

Please let me know any suggestions for improvements or changes at CBH2@yahoo.com.


Chris Hook

mailto:CBH2@yahoo.com
mailto:CBH2@yahoo.com
http://www.blackoaklake.com
mailto:waterbirds@aol.com
http://www.blackoaklake.com
mailto:waterbirds@aol.com

