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A Letter From Our President -  
Jim Fleming

It's been a strange summer - more rain, resulting in the greatest lake level rise that I 
can remember in my 70+ years. More woodland debris in the lake than I can ever 
remember, too. But, it's still our jewel, and it seemed everyone made the best of it, 
without much complaining. Thanks to Walt and others for the cautions about floating 
logs and pier remains. To my knowledge, no one was hurt and no boats damaged. I 
know the high water is good for some, but just a little lower next year would be nice!

Other than great sadness in losing several of our people who had meant so much to the 
lake, I think BOLPF had a pretty good summer. We had a major changing of the guard in 
our Clean Boats Clean Waters coordinator that was accomplished seamlessly and 
flawlessly, thanks to Cheryl Mitchell, Bill Foreman and our team of inspectors. It was a 
busy summer at the beach, with over 30 boats launched on July 3rd, alone, and our team 
did a great job handling all the traffic. Thanks to Bill and all the team for their diligence and 
patience. They're not only our first line of defense to AIS, but our lake ambassadors, and I 
consistently hear nice comments about how they do their job (including comments from a 
Notre Dame research group studying bluegills this summer). 

Thanks to Joe Beers and his team of monitors, too, who diligently search the shallow 
waters for any signs of AIS. And, I know there are others, as well, who individually are on 
the lookout for AIS (including Cheryl, who continues using her underwater scope). It's all 
important. Early detection and action would at least give us a chance of containment. I 
don't know a lot about Forest Lake's EWM issues, but I keep hearing that it's gotten away 
from them and is a major problem now. 

The picnic and auction were a great success and will mean a lot to achieving our budget 
for the year. Cindy Miller and the auction committee (Dar Erickson, Kathy Hesselman, Kay 
Fleming, Cherry Lomman, Galia Vineyard, and Susie Whipp) deserve our thanks, as do all 
of you who so enthusiastically supported the picnic and auction. Galia has offered to chair 
the auction committee next year, and I think the whole team will return to support her. 
Thanks to Conserve School, Stefan Anderson and his crew, as well, for the best possible 
venue, food and friendship.
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Presidents Letter - Continued

Thanks to everyone who donated to BOLPF, in whatever way. With the well deserved pay 
increase for the inspectors, I was a little concerned about this summer's finances. But, so many 
people have helped that I think we should be ok. Please, though, continue to think about 
BOLPF as you consider making tax deductible charitable contributions. Year-end is generally an 
important time for us for contributions, so please keep BOLPF in mind. 

With the change in Treasurers this year, our Bylaws required an audit of the books (the Bylaws require 
an audit by two members of the organization whenever there is a change in treasurers and at least 
every two years). Bern Fleming and John Clarke performed the audit with help from Ken Clarke and 
Tom Clarke. It was a "clean" audit with no negative findings. Thanks to the four of them for their 
important work, and thanks to Jeany for doing a great job (and for continuing to support Andy). 

Finally, thanks to John & Bonnie Clarke for organizing a great, fun Survivors' Dinner. The company, the 
venue, the food and drink and the service were all superb. 

Watching the leaves falling outside the window, I get a little lump in the throat and heavy heart this 
time of year, but summer will come again soon enough. Everyone please take care, have a good 
winter and be back here next summer. 

Welcome New Black Oak Lake Homeowners!

It is not very often that Black Oak Lake properties sell “out of family” but in the past two months four 
have done just that.  Dot Hinze’s property has sold to Jeff and Kris Beutel and their ten year old 
daughter Megan of Waunakee, WI. Frank and Lynn Smith’s home in Barber’s Bay has sold to Tom 
Holmberg of Winnetka, IL.  The Torres property in the far west bay, which has been in that family for 
95 years, has sold to Luke Lansbach of Traverse City, MI and Joe Legat has sold the Marsh/Legat 
property, which has been in that family for over 60 years, to Keith and Michele Montgomery of 
Wausau, WI.  Finally, the new home in the far west bay between Zweber and Lauer is being built by 
Lori Weiler. Lori bought that frontage from Bill and Sue Hall. She is from Princeton, WI and also owns 
a home on the opposite side of West Black Oak Lake Rd at 6651.  These people’s respective 
property pages on the website are being revised as I get more information.
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Lake Monitors - Joe Beers

The summer of 2017 has been a most unusual one in respect to the lake and the Lake 
Monitors whose job it is to spend time in our shallow waters monitoring the health of our 
aquatic plants. The high water level along with the decreased water clarity have made it 
more difficult to inspect the areas of the lake that we normally monitor. Your BOL Lake 
Monitors have however kept the faith and again in 2017 have kayaked, canoed, 
pontooned and swam their way along their shore section looking for any aquatic plants 
that do not belong and that we do not want. Later this fall we will again conduct our 
annual full lake survey but as of now, so far so good as far as our inspections go…no 
invasives found. Many of our Lake Monitors have been inspecting for over 10 years and 
may be “retiring” in the next year or so. I’m always looking for more volunteers and now 
more than ever. A Lake Monitor is asked to inspect a minimum of once a month during 
the summer and that can take from 30 to 60 minutes per inspection. If you can give-up 3 
to 6 hours for BOL next summer then you will be welcomed as a Lake Monitor. Volunteers 
are the life blood of Black Oak Lake and you really are needed to help preserve the 
health of the lake. And speaking of a healthy lake, you can help by continuing (or starting) 
to slow down in shallow waters and weed beds. Protecting our native plants and keeping 
the sediment on the bottom where it belongs is the best thing you can do while enjoying 
BOL. Have a safe winter to all and I’ll see you next spring or around LOL.

Joe 

A Little Known Fact on Property Information

Did you know that in Vilas County, property ownership, tax data and all kinds of other info 
is public information? All county property is displayed on their data pages in a GIS format 
at http://vcgis.co.vilas.wi.us/vcom. Then click “Launch V-MApp” for the “layer” you want, 
agree to the Disclaimer and drag the map around to center Black Oak Lake. Then zoom in 
on it with the + or – signs until info is displayed. Click anywhere on a parcel to display tax 
data. Also notice the different map presentations available in upper right such as 
addresses and aerial photography with property lines overlying (very useful if you’re 
wondering exactly where your property lines are). If you believe anything regarding your 
property is in error call Barb Gibson, VC GIS coordinator, at the County Courthouse at 715 
479 3655.

http://vcgis.co.vilas.wi.us/vcom
http://vcgis.co.vilas.wi.us/vcom
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All about Black Oak’s water - Walt Bates

WHAT HAPPENED TO OUR CLARITY?

Since 2007, Black Oak has been the clearest lake in Wisconsin but in 2016 we were tied 
for tenth. This might be an enviable ranking for 99% of Wisconsin’s lakes but its unknown 
territory for us. Eric Olson and Dr. Susan Knight, both of UWIS and WDNR comment 
below:

Summer 2017 is shaping up to be extraordinarily wet for Wisconsin, with some portions of 
the state seeing over two times their normal summertime rain totals. Wet summer weather 
often leads to poor lake water clarity and algal blooms. To understand why that’s the case, 
we need to look closer at what influences water quality, how watersheds function, and the 
impacts of land use change on runoff.  Most of our concern with lake water quality focuses 
on how clear the water appears. Volunteers and professionals collect Secchi disc 
measurements to allow us to track clarity over time and across different water bodies. 
Researchers can compare measured clarity with water samples to understand why clarity 
varies over time and across lakes. The amount of suspended algae and sediment in the 
water is often the main determinant of how clear the water appears. Abnormally wet 
summer weather will increase the amounts of sediment, nutrients and algae found in a 
typical lake.

When heavy summer rains occur, massive amounts of water move fast across the land 
and quickly fill in low areas. This stormwater carries more sediments and nutrients, 
eventually depositing them into rivers and lakes. The potent water comes into lakes at or 
near the surface, and in summer the lake is already stratified with warm water at the top, 
so the new polluted runoff tends to stay near the surface. If lake levels increase from 
stormwater, waves at the shoreline can re-suspend nutrient rich sediments that tend to 
accumulate above the ordinary high water mark. With the higher water, more shoreline is 
underwater and the hydrology is probably changed somewhat so that some water that 
was not hydrologically connected to the lake now is.  I would guess almost all lakes 
around here had lower water clarity this summer.  We can look harder after the data are 
into the DNR at year’s end.

On a smaller scale, every shoreland property owner can take simple steps to reduce the 
yield of summertime rain coming off of their land and going directly into the lake. 
Stormwater infiltration practices like French drains and rain gardens direct rainwater back 
into the ground, reproducing the effect of the pre-settlement landscape. Rain barrels and 
cisterns can store rainwater for later use and limit the amount of runoff generated by 
rooftops. Shoreland buffers help filter runoff moving across the land toward the lake. 
Property owners can also rethink the impervious surfaces on their property and either 
remove structures that are no longer needed or explore pervious alternatives.
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All about Black Oak’s water - continued

Finally, here is a chart updated with 2017 data showing Black Oak’s important parameters 
from 2002 as measured by The State Lab of Hygiene and the WDNR (next page).  All the 
raw data for all these years is linked off of our website under Lake Information > Water 
Quality.

HIGHEST WATER IN DECADES

While many of us old folks can remember water this 
high it has been a long time ago. Here is a photo of 
a very large rock on the north shore showing the 
current water level to be only about an inch or so 
below the highest waterline on it. What does seem 
unique about this year is how much the water has 
come up since ice-out last April 15. Referring to our 
familiar depth chart under Lake Information > Water 
Level Reporting we see that the average water level 
change from ice-out to freeze-up over the past 16 summers is that it goes down 2.2”.  As 
of today (Sept 19) we are up 13”. This forced many folks to have their docks taken back 
out and raised.  Here are a pair of photos showing Annin’s dock in 2012 and today.

SO, HOW HIGH COULD BLACK OAK LAKE GET?
If it rained for forty days and forty nights what would happen? A detailed look at the topo 
overlay on the Vilas County GIS maps described in the “LITTLE KNOWN FACT” article 
elsewhere in this newsletter gives the answer.
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All about Black Oak’s water - continued

Let’s stay 
vigilante and 
keep EWM from 
appearing in 
the ABUNDANT 
waters of  
Black Oak 
Lake!

Consider that Black Oak’s elevation is presently 1,711 feet above sea level and that the 
two lowest overflow paths are southeast at the public beach and north under the osprey 
nest.  If the water continued rising it could spill over Highway B at the public beach into 
Lake George then into Lake Ethel then down Pickerel Creek to Little Portage Lake then 
down Portage Creek to the Wisconsin River, etc. It would have to get to 1,715 feet to top 
Highway B and that culvert underneath B would be little more effective than a soda straw. 
Or it could go northward into Dollar Lake then into Inkpot Lake and down Inkpot Creek to 
Spring Lake then Spring Creek to the Cisco Chain then the Ontonagon River to Lake 
Superior. It would have to get to 1,715 feet to get from Dollar to Inkpot. Thus both flows 
would happen almost simultaneously at 1,715 feet. Black Oak would then join Devils Lake 
as a Little Continental Divide straddling lake but would have to go up four more feet to do 
that. By that time several	of	the	Black	Oak	co0ages	would	be	flooded.	
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Clean Boats, Clean Waters (CBCW) - Bill Foreman

Greetings from the beach and boat launch!  As Summer draws to a close and the leaves 
start to color and fall, our crew of five paid inspectors continues to monitor boating visitors 
to our beautiful lake.  So far, we have had only one water milfoil scare.  Our morning 
inspectors are tasked with examining the vehicles and trailers of boaters who launch 
before our 8 am shift begins.  On Labor Day weekend, we found a small segment of water 
milfoil on an early morning boat trailer from Minnesota.  Our certified inspector correctly 
identified it as Northern Water Milfoil (the good kind).  When the boater came off the lake, 
he was politely advised about what we found, and the potential consequences of 
transporting aquatic plants on Wisconsin roadways.

While boat traffic at the launch is now on the wane, we continue to see fishing boats enter 
the lake almost every day, often “lake hopping” from surrounding lakes with significant AIS 
problems.  This time of year, we are also seeing an increase in dock and lift removal craft 
that travel from lake to lake every day that weather allows.  As a result, our inspection 
efforts will continue until November 1st.  As of Labor Day, we worked 1,138 hours 
inspecting 1,182 boats including their trailers and tow vehicles.  We spoke with 2,189 
boaters and their guests about AIS, and the benefit to our community of keeping Black 
Oak Lake free from aquatic invasive species.  Only a few significantly larger area lakes 
even come close to our efforts at keeping the lake pristine.

Thanks to all who have so generously given of their time and resources to make our 2017 
Clean Boats Clean Waters program as robust and effective as possible.  Looking toward 
the 2018 season, it is my hope that we can expand our morning inspection hours with 
volunteers to account for the early morning fishermen, who must be catching all the fish 
that continue to elude me.  Next Spring I will post a schedule of the free certification 
training dates and locations available in Vilas County, and will be happy to bring along 
anyone who wants to attend this interesting two-hour class.  Finally, as a newcomer to this 
venture, I can say that it has been both fascinating and fun to serve as coordinator of this 
very worthy project.  Best of the season to all!

Thanks to our inspectors!! From L to R - Jeanie Weldon, Daniel Zane, Karl 
Hoessel, Gary Buss, and John Wigand 
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BOLPF Dues Please! -  Kathy Surpless

Being new to the BOLROA Membership Chair position, and on the heels of your previous, 
and most exceptional (and kind!) membership leader, Bill Duff, I’ve searched our BOL 
website (a plethora of information, history and memories, thank you Bates family, one and 
all!) for past membership outreach articles.  In my pursuit of clever ways to request annual 
dues, I found a wide variety of catchy pleas, tactics and strategies employed, which began 
mid 1970’s, during the formative years of BOLROA.  Here’s what I found:           

1970’s, (The Neighborly):  

- “If you have overlooked making this payment, won’t you please forward your 
check to …”

1980’s, (The “Neighborly”, but With a Hint of Pleading):    

- “Do we need this much organization?” 

- “Peer pressure will sometimes work where government cannot”

- “… The expanded services of BOLROA have depleted our once burgeoning 
treasury.” 

- “Look at it this way --- where else do you get so much beer for [your] $”

2000’s, (The Pull the Heart-strings):    

- “It’s been a month since ice-out. Tonight the lake is without a ripple…  The loons 
are calling and that’s about it for noise.  As we paddle past your place we realize 
that you have your special moments on Black Oak, too; and those moments will 
soon be realized as summer comes.  We’re all a part of this wonderful lake.  
BOLROA reminds us of the important part we all play working together to keep 
our lake home pristine.   Your membership in BOLROA is affirmed each year with 
your dues – a small price to pay for what BOLROA means to our special moments 
on the lake.  Fill out the form included with this newsletter, attach a check and pay 
your membership dues today!”

- “… Wouldn’t it be great if we could achieve 100% participation!!!”

- “… supporting [our programs] and the fun activities…”

And now, a new approach…… 
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BOLPF Dues Please! - Kathy Surpless

2017, (The Frank and Straightforward):   

- “It’s time to pay your dues!”

After decades of gentle reminders and ticklers, this is my more direct approach, “where no 
[Membership Chair] has gone before.”  Recently, and awkwardly, given my new 
responsibilities, I’m reminded of my personal past dues-paying negligence.  Paying annual 
dues was, quite simply, off my radar, and/or, embarrassingly so, taken care of by “Papa” 
Surpless.  And, after witnessing a BOLPF member back-paying numerous years for 
extended family members, I’m sincerely proud to be a part of and supporting this very 
special lake, with the many friendships and “ties of kinship”, (as our uncle Frank so 
beautifully expressed).  May we ALL call Black Oak Lake “… our own”.   So much for the 
‘frank and straightforward!”

Now, please pay your dues - they are tax deductible!  You may pay your $30 on-line 
(using paypal) (www.blackoaklake.com) or by personal check made out to:  BOLPF, and 
mail to:  BOLPF, Inc., P.O. Box 151, Land O’ Lakes, WI 54540.  Complaints or 
suggestions:  kmsurpless@yahoo.com or Kathy (Surpless) Kelly, 1158 W Armitage 
Avenue, #205, Chicago, IL  60614.

A healthy fall/winter/spring season to all, and may our BOLPF account be filled to the brim 
with membership dues... paid by December 31, 2017, FYI.  

http://www.blackoaklake.com
mailto:kmsurpless@yahoo.com
http://www.blackoaklake.com
mailto:kmsurpless@yahoo.com
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2017 Auction Results - Kay Fleming 

All of you should be very proud of your efforts in behalf of fundraising for the auction.  It 
was the best effort to date.  We cleared just a hair over $7,000.00 on the auction items and 
just a little over $3,000.00 on our matching fund efforts, bringing the total amount raised to 
approximately $10,300.00.  This really goes a long way toward funding our boat inspection 
program, which now costs us over $20,000.00. per season.  (And worth every penny 
spent!)

Again, thank you, thank you and thank you.  Every one of you can pat yourselves on the 
back for a job well done.  And to all of you who bid so hard and didn’t get what you 
wanted--we have heard that a few of the most popular items will be making a return in 
2018--so you will get another chance!  I don’t want to give too much away, but there might 
be an encore of this summers’s very popular dinner and a few hand hooked items with the 
lake logo on them!  Just saying!  

We hope you all have a wonderful winter season.
 
Your Auction Committee:  Dar Erickson,  Kay Fleming, Cathy Hesselman,  Cherry 
Lommen,  Galia Vineyard and Susie Whipp.

The committee would like to thank all of the following donors to this year’s auction.

The 2017 Board of Directors (for the ever popular Booze from the Board),
Cheryl Mitchell, Jim and Jane Surpless, Sara and Bob Beedie, Dick and Cherry 

Lommen, Jim and Kay Fleming, Rindy Hesselman, Sue Woltman, Nancy 
Senachalle, Lisa and Steve Bates, Susie Whipp, Andy and Nan Banton, Parry 
and Cathy Hesselman, Stefan and Jennifer Anderson, Conserve School, Galia 
Vineyard, Helen Jo Pierce, Barb and Ed Hook, Barb Trenary, Sharon and Mark 
Basten, Ruthi Natali, Bern and Jeanne Fleming, Wendy Lommen, Cuttell and 

McElmeel Families, Kris and Mark Gostisha, Elizabeth Eaton and Richard 
Woodrow, Sue Schurch of Blossoms Studio

And our wonderful cash Donors who gave us funds to purchase gift certificates:

Dirk Meyer, Kathy and Peter Kelly, Frank and Margaret Surpless, Lauer Family, 
Chris and Cindy Hook, Jim and Mary Thomas, Roberta Morris, Bruce and 

Debbie Porsche

And last but not least the two families who were our Matching Fund Donors:

Bern and Jeanne Fleming and Mr. and Mrs. Anonymous!
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Fall 2017 Financial Report — Andy Woltman 

2017	has	been	another	successful	year	for	BOLPF.		Income	and	expenses	are	on	track	to	meet	our	
budget	and	our	net	worth	as	of	September	22,	2017	is	$132,020.92.		We	are	all	so	fortunate	for	the	
conLnued	generosity	and	efforts	by	so	many	of	behalf	of	our	Lake.		As	your	new	treasurer,	I	am	
humbled	to	learn	just	how	much	is	given	by	so	many.		And	one	parLcular	recogniLon	is	in	order.		
"Thanks"	does	not	go	far	enough	to	recognize	Jeany	Cu0ell	for	her	years	of	hard	work	and	
diligence	as	our	treasurer.		Jeany	conLnues	to	do	the	heavy	liUing	as	I	slowly	transiLon	into	this	
role.		Thanks	to	Jeany,	our	books	are	in	good	order,	our	audits	have	been	clean,	and	BOLPF	remains	
in	excellent	financial	health.		
		
Thanks	to	you	all	for	your	generosity	in	2017	and	please	conLnue	to	remember	BOLPF	as	we	
approach	year-end	2017	and	2018.		And	just	a	reminder	that	dues	are	now	$30.		See	you	all	soon	
on	the	Lake.	

-	Andy	Woltman,	Treasurer	(andywoltman@yahoo.com,	(630)	740-3593)
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The Black Oak Lake Preservation Fund Board: 

President:    Jim Fleming* 
Vice President:   Bill Foreman 
Treasurer:    Andy Woltman 
Recording Secretary:  Jessica Braun 
Corresponding Secretary:  Cindy Miller 
Past President:   Bob Barnum* 

Board Members: 

Kathy Kelly (Surpless) 
Mary Jo Zane 
Luke Hattenhauer 
Karen Hoeft 
Stefan Anderson* 

* Rolling off after 2018 Annual Meeting 

Hey Black Oak Residents! 

Have something to sell?  
Boats, skis, wakeboards, 
furniture, anything? 

List it in the Black Oak 
website 
(www.blackoaklake.com) in 
the classified section.  Send 
your items to Walt Bates 
(waterbirds@aol.com) for 
posting. 

Want to pay your dues 
online? 

Go to the website under 
Residents and 
Visitors>Membership Dues 
and Donations

Why not take a moment and make a tax free donation to $ for hours or Gifts & Memorials for 
2017/18?

Enjoy the Fall 2017 Newsletter.  I look forward to seeing many of you next 
summer on Black Oak! As always, suggestions for improvements are welcome 

at CBH2@yahoo.com.  Have a wonderful fall and winter season! 

mailto:CBH2@yahoo.com
mailto:CBH2@yahoo.com
http://www.blackoaklake.com
mailto:waterbirds@aol.com
http://www.blackoaklake.com
mailto:waterbirds@aol.com

