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A Letter From Our President - Jim Fleming

It’s the end of April, and looking forward to another summer on Black Oak. Thoughts of 
summer on the Lake help all of us survive those grey winter days. We are fortunate. Now, 
once again, it's time to begin planning to preserve and protect our precious lake for 
another year. 

We've had good news - As Walt Bates reported last September, the Lake again received 
an "A" in its annual AIS survey. UW limnologist Dr. Susan Knight thoroughly surveyed the 
Lake over two days, assisted by John Annin, John Clarke, Cheryl Mitchell and Walt. They 
found nothing bad in their survey of the Lake. Again, we are fortunate.  

More good news - Once again, Cheryl has our team of professional boat inspectors ready 
to go. They are a great group - please take time to visit with them when you can. There is 
no doubt that they, along with our volunteer inspectors and Joe Beers' Lake Monitors 
comprise our best defense to AIS. Hopefully, we can continue to stop its introduction into 
the Lake through the boat inspection efforts. But, if not, early detection will be critical if we 
were to have any chance of eradicating it. If you are able, please consider volunteering for 
Joe's team of monitors.  

Bad news, but inevitable -This year we have three excellent directors who must roll-off 
the board, each having served the maximum two consecutive terms. John Annin has been 
a long-term stalwart volunteer. He has served as a member of the Board and as an officer, 
been one of the work horses in our government grant efforts, and has done so many other 
things for the lake over the years. Cathy Hesselman seems to do everything - auction, 
progressive dinner for many years, and secretary for several years now. Bill Duff has 
worked hard for several years to maintain and increase our membership and, most 
importantly, to "encourage" all of us to stay current with our dues. He has done a great job.  
Those of us who will remain on the Board (assuming you keep us) will dearly miss John, 
Cathy and Bill. 

Fortunately, the Nominating Committee (Luke Hattenhauer, Kathy Gelb and Cherry 
Lommen) have been hard at work securing replacements and will have three 
nominees for your consideration at this year's Annual Meeting (July 2). The Board 
will also need to appoint one new Nominating Committee member. Luke's three 
year term will expire as of the Annual Meeting. As I have said before, the 
Nominating Committee is critical to the functioning of our organization. The 
members deserve our support and thanks.  
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Presidents Letter - Continued

As Jeany's Treasurer's report shows, we continue to be in pretty good financial shape. Of 
course, if we ever had to fight something like a Eurasion Water Milfoil invasion, we likely would 
run through our savings quickly. But, at least we are paying all our bills, doing well and making 
progress on savings, thanks to the broad support from so many of you. Our lake water levels 
may not be reliable, but, happily, our level of membership support is always high.  

Thanks to Cindy Miller for again coordinating the annual picnic, set for July 30, and to Conserve 
School for again being our gracious host. Cindy has coordinated the picnic for several years 
now - she is a trooper. The same for our Auction Committee (Cherry Lommen, Cathy 
Hesselman and Kay Fleming). 

There isn't enough space to thank everyone who deserves it, but please keep helping. Looking 
forward to seeing everyone on the Lake! 

Jim 

Clean Boats, Clean Waters - Cheryl Mitchell

Great news -- Our three employees from past years all wanted to return for the 2016 CBCW 
Program.  Bob Clem will work Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.  Jeannie Weldon will work 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday.  Karl Hoessel will work Monday during the day when there are 
no volunteers scheduled plus Monday thru Saturday evenings.  Volunteers who would like to 
help should contact me with their preference and/or Walt Bates who will have this noted on his 
calendar.   

Thanks to all who contribute in various ways to the funding of the CBCW Program.  As many 
of you know, last fall we had an exposure to EWM by a team of men working for a dock and lift 
removal company.  Bob Clem found it on the trailer and called me for verification.  It was 
indeed EWM, which is kept in my freezer for any further reference.  The company was called 
and advised.  Our Warden, Tim Price, was called and advised.  He suggested that a digital 
camera be purchased to have in the box for our employees and volunteers to use if an 
experience like this occurred again.  This was done last year and will be available for 
inspectors to use in 2016 if necessary.   Your contributions of money and/or time help 
tremendously to keep Black Oak Lake at the health and quality we have always known. 
 Thanks for all the support you give us! 

Cheryl Mitchell /CBCW 
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Lake Monitors - Joe Beers

It’s always great to see the spring newsletter knowing that warmer 
weather and summer isn’t far behind. 2015 was a good year for Black 
Oak Lake as the water level was up and no invasive species were 
found. Your 15 BOL Monitors will again be looking for any invasive 
species that may enter and take root in the lake. Early detection is key 
to controlling the spread of  invasives and the costs to property 
owners. Continue to inspect your own shoreline for unusual plant 
growth. BOL has spent a lot of time, talent and treasure preserving our 
lake.  You, and with your encouragement your guests can help by 
protecting our first line of defense against invasives, our aquatic plants, 
by slowing down or avoiding the natural weed beds in shallow waters. 
Damaging our natural plants is an invitation for unwanted ones. You 
can make a difference. For comprehensive reporting on the critical 
need for healthy aquatic plants and other lake issues I encourage you 
to go to wisconsinlakes.org and see these issues for yourself. Have a 
great, safe summer and call me if you can spare a few hours this 
summer to be a Lake Monitor. 

Joe 

Hey Black Oakers — Save these dates for fun this summer! 

June 28th – Progressive Dinner (Elizabeth Eaton, Sandy Seymour, Galia Vineyard are 
organizers).  See last page of this newsletter for details! 
Saturday July 2nd – Annual Meeting, Land O Lakes Town Hall, 10am 
Monday July 4th -- Independence Day Boat Parade, Public Beach, 4pm 
Saturday July 30th – Annual Picnic, Conserve School (Cindy Miller organizing).  
More details to come. 
Saturday May 28th, Tuesday June 14th, Saturday July 2nd, Monday July 18th, 
Friday Aug 12th, Saturday Sept 3rd – Pontoon Parties.  Festivities begin at 5pm 
in Barbers Bay.  Gather your friends and family, your favorite beverages and an 
appetizer to share and join in the fun as we enjoy an evening on Black Oak.  Stay 
for an hour or the evening!  Rain date will be the following evening.  Please do 
everyone a favor and bring plastic glassware. 
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Summer is Coming — Ice Out & Water Levels — Walt Bates

Ice-out 2016 came on April 22nd, four 
days earlier than the 108 year average 
of April 26. As usual, the shaded and 
protected areas were the last to melt. 
In this case it was the south shore of 
Barber's Bay. And the ice-out water 
level is 24 3/4" which is 2 3/4" above 
last fall's freeze-up level but 2 1/4" 
below the level of 2015's ice-out last 
April. See our familiar chart below 
copied from Lake Information > Water 
Level Reporting showing historical 
values. Also, the list of our 108 ice-out 
dates is at Lake Information > Ice Out. 
  
The water clarity (Secchi depth) today 
is 20' which is unusually clear for this 
early in the season. We should expect 
it to go down for a few weeks before it 
heads back up. As in previous years I 
will post regular readings of water 
levels and clarities at the top of the 
Lake Information > Water Level 
Reporting 
page.  
  
Before the 
ice was gone 
we already 
had loons on 
the lake 
giving their 
repetitive 
piercing 
yodels as 
they establish their "territories". Much 
more information about this iconic 
symbol of the Northwoods can be 
found on the lake website under Lake 
Information > Wildlife > Loons. 
Included there is a 20 minute tutorial 
on their calls and what they mean.

In Memoriam 

David Hoffman 
Jeff Klieve 

Romas Mackevicius
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Get Your Exercise Around Black Oak Lake — Stefan Anderson

Conserve School Trail Run – June 11 
Conserve School is excited to host the 3rd 
Annual Conserve School Trail Run on 
Saturday, June 11, 2016. While this is a 
competitive trail run, we welcome those 
registrants who prefer to walk the routes 
after the runners have headed out. The race 
route follows the shores of beautiful 
Northwoods lakes and weaves through a 
variety of forest types. Sections of the route 
are single track, while others are wider dirt 
forest roads. More information available at: 
www.conserveschool.org/TrailRun

Black Oak Lake Connector Trail Opens 
– May 30 
Again this summer Conserve School 
welcomes its neighbors to use a 
connector trail that runs from Big 
Donahue Lake Road (off of North Black 
Oak Lake Road) to West Black Oak Lake 
Road (off of Anderson Lake Road) so that 
individuals can walk or bike around the 
lake. This summer the connector trail will 
be clearly marked with flags and orange 
stakes. Conserve School requests that 
individuals limit their access to the trail 
and not explore the greater campus 
property without specific permission. The 
connector will close August 18 when the 
next batch of students arrive.

Attention “Seniors” — Are You Eligible For Your 50 or 75 Year Pin?  Jim Surpless

As of August 2015, we have 7 BOLPF members with 
75 year pins!!  We also have 99 members with 50 
year pins, many of whom will soon qualify for the 75 
year version.  Could you be the 100th member to get 
their pin in 2016? 

For a 
full list 
of all the 
names, 
go to www.blackoaklake.com>Residents 
and Visitors>50 and 75 Year Pins, where 
you can also see BOLPF’s policy on 
qualifications.  Note that you do not have to 
be 50 - if you are 49 and were brought to 
BOL the summer before your first birthday 
that would be 50 years if you never missed 
a summer!

http://www.blackoaklake.com
http://www.conserveschool.org/TrailRun
http://www.blackoaklake.com
http://www.conserveschool.org/TrailRun
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BOLPF Financial Report Spring 2016 - Jean Cuttell

BOLPF, INC had a great year for 2015. The increase in donations to Dollars for Hours and 
the money raised by our wonderful auction added to our savings this year. Your dues, 
donations and volunteer time allow us to continue to maintain our budget and hire our 
Lake Inspectors for the beach. Your support of "Our Jewel" is greatly appreciated! Thank 
you. 

If you have any questions, please call or email me - Jeany Cuttell  715-355-3052    
Somerswau@aol.com 

Editors Note — Please see the financials spreadsheet at the back of the newsletter

Speaking of Financials - Have You Paid Your 2016 dues?

BOLPF 2016 Dues Reminder: 

The board would like to take this opportunity to thank those who have paid 2015 BOLPF 
dues and remind everyone to pay 2016 dues.  Individuals or couples can be dues paying 
members of BOLPF.  Though BOL property owners constitute many of the dues paying 
members of BOLPF, we have many others who also contribute through BOLPF dues, 
including adult children, friends of property owners, nearby off-lake residents and 
businesses.   Our dues have constituted a major source for funding our efforts to prevent 
invasive species from gaining a foothold in our beautiful lake and preserve our lake as 
one of the most desirable recreational lakes in Wisconsin. 

When you pay your dues by the end of the year, they are tax deductible in 2016.  
You may send a check for $25 made out to BOLPF to either address below: 

BOLPF -- c/o Jeany Cuttell    BOLPF, Inc 
2405 Fern Lane     PO Box 151 
Wausau WI 54401     Land O Lakes, WI 54540 

Be sure to note “2016 Dues” on your check.   

If you choose to use PayPal to pay your dues, they will charge a small fee.  
Instructions for using PayPal may be found on the BOLPF Website at http://
www.blackoaklake.com/ under the Residents and Visitors > Member Dues tab.  
You will also find interesting Black Oak Lake news and information there. 

If your dues paying records do not match ours, please provide us with the details.   

Bill Duff, Membership Chair (bill@engr.colostate.edu) 
Jeany Cuttell, Treasurer (somerswau@aol.com) 

mailto:Somerswau@aol.com
http://www.blackoaklake.com/
http://www.blackoaklake.com/
mailto:Somerswau@aol.com
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Thank You For Your Generous 2015 Donations!

Daniel and Stacey Adams   	 	 	 	 	 	 Martha Hostetler

AJ	Lodge	Robert	&	Maureen	Fox	&	Barb	White					 	 	 Monty	&	Pam	Hunt	
Tom	&	Mimi	Allman	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Peter	&	Kathy	Kelly	
Stefan	&	Jennifer	Anderson																																												 	 	 Rob	&	Celia	Kistler	
John	&	Marilyn	Annin																																																																																											Chris	&	Alena	Lee	
Michael	&	Barbara	Annin																						 	 	 	 	 Bill	&	Elizabeth	Leininger	
Anonymous	Donor	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Sally	Lippert	
Ray	&	D’Arcy	Arpke																																											 	 	 	 Rick	&	Wendy	Lommen	
Bob	&	Shirley	Barnum																																																															 	 Molly	MacDonald	
Jack	&	Elisabeth	Barnum																																																					 	 	 Kay	MacDonald	
ScoJ	&	Debby	Barnum					 	 	 	 	 	 Dirk	Meyer	
Mark	&	Sharon	Basten								 	 	 	 	 	 Cindy	Miller	
Walt	&	Sandi	Bates											 	 	 	 	 	 Cheryl	Mitchell	
Eric	&	Donna	Becker										 	 	 	 	 	 Roberta	Morris	
Bob	&	Sara	Beedie																												 	 	 	 	 Ray	&	Judy	Morrison	
Joe	&	Sherry	Beers							 	 	 	 	 	 	 Ruthie	Natali	
Michael	&	Mary	Dan	Bina			 	 	 	 	 	 Dave	&	Sondra	Paton	
David	&	Helga	Binder					 	 	 	 	 	 	 Ward	&	Kay	Peterson	
Dee	Caruso																												 	 	 	 	 	 Bob	&	Helen	Jo	Pierce	
John	&	Bonnie	Clarke								 	 	 	 	 	 Nancy	Senechalle	
Conserve	School												 	 	 	 	 	 	 Rob	&	Sandy	Seymour	
Chuck	&	Jean	CuJell																 	 	 	 	 	 Jerry	&	Joann	Spinner	
Bill	Duff																																													 	 	 	 	 Mike	&	Judy	Steiner	
Richard	Woodrow	&	Elizabeth	Eaton															 	 	 	 Jim	&	Jane	Surpless	
Al	&	Darlene	Erickson	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Jim	&	Mary	Thomas	
Jim	&	Kay	Fleming	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Pidge	&	Babs	Tracy	
Bern	&	Jeanne	Fleming	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Barbara	Trenary	
Bill	&	Diane	Foreman	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mary	Lou	Trochlell	
Nancy	Frawley	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Randy	&	Julie	Tryczak	
Darold	&	Melinda	Frenzen	 	 	 	 	 	 David	&	Amy	Vieth	
Kris	&	Mark	GosQsha	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Holly	von	Estorff	
Parry	&	Cathy	Hesselman	 	 	 	 	 	 Ken	&	Jessica	Braun	Walsh	
Dot	Hinze	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Bob	&	Chris	Welsh	
Ed	&	Barb	Hook		 	 	 	 	 	 	 Susan	Whipp	
Chris	&	Cindy	Hook	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Wayne	&	Sue	Woltman	
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																									INCOME	 	 ACTUAL	 	 BUDGET	 	 DIFFERENCE	
				 	 	 2013	Dues		 	 $25.00	 	 $1.00	 	 $24.00	
			 	 	 	2014	Dues	 	 $175.00	 	 $1.00	 	 $174.00	
				 	 	 2015	Dues		 	 $3,379.79	 	 $4,000.00	 	 -$620.21	
				 	 	 2016	Dues		 	 $526.84	 	 $1.00	 	 $525.84	
			 	 	 2017	Due	 	 	 $25.00	 	 $1.00	 	 $24.00	
				 	 	 BOLPF	Picnic	Income	 	 $1,406.00	 	 $1,500.00	 	 -$94.00	
				 	 	 CBCW	2015	Grant	 	 $1,000.00	 	 $4,000.00	 	 -$3,000.00	
				 	 	 CBCW	2016	Grant	 	 $1,000.00	 	 $1.00	 	 $999.00	
				 	 	 Directory,	Maps,	etc...		 $471.50	 	 $400.00	 	 $71.50	
				 	 	 Dollars	for	Hours	 	 $11,636.06	 $3,000.00	 	 $8,636.06	
				 	 	 Fundraising	-	AucQon	 	 $7,820.00	 	 $4,500.00	 	 $3,320.00	
				 	 	 Fundraising	-	Clothing	Sales	 $1,881.80	 	 $2,500.00	 	 -$618.20	
				 	 	 Fundraising	-	Progressive	Dinner	 $1,288.00	 	 $600.00	 	 $688.00	
				 	 	 Fundraising	-	Survivor	Dinner	 $875.00	 	 $1,000.00	 	 -$125.00	
				 	 	 Gibs,	Memorials	 	 $10,366.56	 $9,500.00	 	 $866.56	
				 	 	 Grant	4	-	Reimbursement	 $2,492.50	 	 $2,493.00	 	 -$0.50	
				 	 	 Grant	6	-	Advance	 	 $2,492.50	 	 $1.00	 	 $2,491.50	
				 	 	 Interest	Income	 	 $1,226.61	 	 $1,000.00	 	 $226.61	
	 	 	 ———————————————————————————————————————————-	
	 	 	 TOTAL	INCOME	 	 $48,088.16	 $34,499.00	 $13,589.16	

___________________EXPENSES	 	 	 ____________________________	
			 	 	 	2015	Inspector	payroll	(1)	 -$6,171.28		 -$7,450.00		 $1,278.72	
			 	 	 	2015	Inspector	Payroll	(2)	 -$5,965.81		 -$7,450.00		 $1,484.19	
				 	 	 2015	Inspector	Payroll	(3)	 -$5,085.02		 -$7,450.00		 $2,364.98	
				 	 	 2015	Inspector	Payroll	Service	 -$410.00	 	 -$1.00	 	 -$409.00	
				 	 	 AIS	Lake	Plant	Survey	 	 -$450.00	 	 -$600.00	 	 $150.00	
				 	 	 BOLPF	Boat	Parade	 	 $0.00	 	 -$20.00	 	 $20.00	
				 	 	 BOLPF	Clothing	&	Glassware	Exp	 -$1,479.01		 -$2,000.00		 $520.99	
				 	 	 BOLPF	Directories	expense	 -$827.00	 	 -$850.00	 	 $23.00	
				 	 	 BOLPF	Insurance	 	 -$2,111.00		 -$2,700.00		 $589.00	
				 	 	 BOLPF	Picnic	Expense		 -$1,428.00		 -$1,500.00		 $72.00	
				 	 	 BOLPF	Shoreline	Zoning	 -$5,000.00		 -$1.00	 	 -$4,999.00	
				 	 	 BOLPF	Survivor	Dinner	Expense	 -$875.00	 	 -$1,000.00		 $125.00	
			 	 	 Membership	 	 $0.00	 	 -$100.00	 	 $100.00	
				 	 	 Miscellaneous	 	 -$229.32	 	 -$300.00	 	 $70.68	
				 	 	 NewsleJer		 	 $0.00	 	 -$50.00	 	 $50.00	
				 	 	 Postage	 	 	 -$79.40	 	 -$50.00	 	 -$29.40	
				 	 	 Tax:Fed	 	 	 -$2,870.78		 -$2,500.00		 -$370.78	
				 	 	 Tax:State	 	 	 $0.00	 	 -$10.00	 	 $10.00	
				 	 	 WI	Lakes	&	VLCRA	Dues	2015	 -$380.00	 	 -$320.00	 	 -$60.00	
	 	 	 ——————————————————————————————————————————	

	 	 	
	 	 	 TOTAL	EXPENSES	 	 -$33,361.62	 -$34,352.00	 $990.38	
	 	 	 ——————————————————————————————————————————	

	 	 	 NET	INCOME	-	EXPENSES	 $14,726.54	 $147.00	 	 $14,579.54	

BALANCE	SHEET	AS	OF	12-31-15	

Checking	account	balance	 	 $63,850.22	
CerSficates	of	Deposits	balance	 	 $57,444.08	
———————————————————————————	

TOTAL	ASSETS	 	 	 $121,294.30	
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The Black Oak Lake Preservation Fund Board: 

President:  Jim Fleming 
Vice President: John Annin* 
Treasurer:  Jean Cuttell 
Secretary:  Cathy Hesselman* 
Past President: Bob Barnum 

Board Members: 
John Clarke 
Mary Jo Zane 
Andy Woltman 
Cheryl Mitchell 
Stefan Anderson 
Bill Duff* 

* Leaving Board in 2016

Hey Black Oak Residents! 

Have something to sell?  
Boats, skis, wakeboards, 
furniture, anything? 

List it in the Black Oak 
website 
(www.blackoaklake.com) in 
the classified section.  Send 
your items to Walt Bates 
(waterbirds@aol.com) for 
posting. 

Want to pay your dues 
online? 

Go to the website under 
Residents and 
Visitors>Membership Dues 
and Donations

Why not take a moment and make a tax free donation to $ 
for hours or Gifts & Memorials for 2016?

From your editor — I hope you all enjoy the Spring 2016 Newsletter.  Suggestions are always welcome at 
CBH2@yahoo.com.  See you all out on the lake this summer!  Think sun, calm water, and biting fish!


Chris Hook

http://www.blackoaklake.com
mailto:waterbirds@aol.com
http://www.blackoaklake.com
mailto:waterbirds@aol.com
mailto:CBH2@yahoo.com
mailto:CBH2@yahoo.com
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7th Annual Progressive Dinner & BOLPF 
Fundraiser 

Tuesday, June 28th 2016 
Don’t miss out on the fun!

Fellow Black Oakers - 

We are pleased to announce the continuation of the Black Oak Lake Progressive Dinner!  What a great way to meet new 
people and celebrate old friends!  Gaila Vineyard, Sandy Seymour and Elizabeth Eaton are organizing the evening.This is 
a fundraiser for the Black Oak Lake Preservation Foundation.  There will be a $20.00 charge per person, payable at the 
dessert course.  

We will mix and match singles and couples (sorry, no children). You will be scheduled at a different house for each course. 
The course offerings: appetizers, salad and soup, (no main course). Dessert will be served at the home of Jim and Jane 
Surpless.  Appetizers will be from 5-6pm, salad from 6:15-7pm, soup from 7:15-8pm and desert from 8:15-???  If you choose 
not to host, please sing up to contribute by bringing an appetizer or dessert. If you have house guests please include them 
and we’ll keep them with you for the night.  

A reminder that hosts will provide some sort of beverage but as this is a BYOB event, please bring your favorite adult 
beverage with you to each course. 

This is a great chance to raise money and spend a fun evening with fellow Black Oakers.  There will be a drawing to benefit 
BOLPF at dessert, so bring $5 (or more!)!.  The deadline for registering (form below) is Tuesday, June 14th. Your personal 
schedule for the evening (with guest list if hosting) will be delivered to you by Thursday June 23rd.  

We are looking forward to an evening of great food and great neighbors.  Please contact us if you have questions: Sandy 
602-828-2145,  Galia 715-617-4259, or Elizabeth 612-718-7057, or email eeaton@isd12.org. 

————————————— cut here——————————————— 

Black Oak Lake Progressive Dinner-Return this form by June 14th, 2016 

Names______________________ __________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address_________________________________________ Phone__________________ Cell______________________  

I would like to host a course (indicate your first, second and third choice)   Appetizer____ Salad____  Soup____ 

I can accommodate___________ (8-20) people, including hosts  

I would like to attend and I will bring a(n) for our gathering (please indicate which)  Appetizer ____Dessert _____Either_____  

Please note if there are any special accommodations needed, such as physical abilities, allergies, and dietary 

restrictions____________________________________________________________________________________


