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A Letter From Our President - Jim Fleming

It's mid-September, and suddenly Black Oak is very quiet. Summer passed by too quickly, 
but it was a good summer for BOLPF. Our finances remain in good condition, thanks to all 
our members who faithfully pay their dues, contribute their money, time and effort, and 
support our great fund-raising events. Overall, receipts are somewhat short of last year at 
this time, but, hopefully, by year-end we'll catch up a bit, with additional dues payments and 
additional contributions to dollars for hours, general gifts and memorials. It's never too late! 
Your board does try to spend wisely - we know BOLPF is fortunate to have the level of 
financial support that it has (surely one of the best supported lake organizations in northern 
Wisconsin). The picnic/auction and the progressive dinner were again very successful - 
thanks to all those involved in organizing those events and our members who open their 
wallets and support them. Clothing sales also continue to be an important revenue 
generator for us.

As everyone likely knows, our largest expense is the payroll for our boat inspectors. We 
continue to believe this is a very worthwhile expenditure. This summer, Cheryl was able to 
engage a fourth inspector to fill in gaps in the others' schedules. Their presence at the 
beach serves not only to stop boaters who show up with aquatic life hanging on their boats 
and trailers, but also, as we have discussed, to establish a reputation that this lake is 
vigilant. All four of our inspectors are very enthusiastic about protecting Black Oak. They 
are an excellent group - please take time to say "hello" and "thanks" to them when you 
pass through the beach. 

Dr. Susan Knight has already begun her annual survey of aquatic plant life. As Walt has 
reported, Dr. Knight happily found no evidence of Eurasian Water Milfoil. She'll be finishing 
her survey with a search of Barber's Bay in a couple weeks, so keep your fingers crossed. 
We continue to regard Dr. Knight's annual survey as a very worthwhile expenditure. It 
supplements all the excellent work that Joe Beers' volunteer team of lake monitors does. 
Many of you may know that Cheryl purchased an underwater scope of her own (like Dr. 
Knight uses), and she also frequently makes her own checks for invasive aquatic plant life - 
thank you Cheryl. 

We've been very fortunate to receive substantial grants from the DNR in recent years. John 
Annin has led this effort, and we are extremely grateful to him. John, with technical 
assistance from Walt and others, has secured significant funds for BOLPF. The grants have 
been for our Clean Boats Clean Waters efforts (to fund lake landing inspections, up to 
$4,000 a year), and for lake planning projects (up to $10,000 per project).  We want to 
continue to seek these grants, particularly the CBCW funds (which are available on an 
annual basis and can be used to help pay our inspectors), but also the lake planning 
grants, as we identify specific projects that will benefit the lake (most of the funds for the 
planning grants go toward the costs of developing a specific study, plan or project).
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Presidents Letter - Continued

John has devoted untold hours to our grant writing efforts, and it's more than past time for us to give him 
some relief. Andy Woltman has graciously volunteered to help carry forward the grant writing efforts. 
John will continue to help, as will Walt and others. Andy will need help - he is a young fellow with a family 
and demanding career in Chicago. 

The work product from our lake planning grants to date is posted on our website (Lake Information > 
Lake Management Plan > BOL Adaptive Plan - Complete). If you haven't read it (I hadn't), it is absolutely 
outstanding. The information is extremely interesting, thought provoking and valuable. It covers the 
history of the lake, water quality, fisheries, aquatic life, AIS, special attributes, environmental threats, and 
much more. I cannot recommend it more enthusiastically. Altogether, the work forms an "Adaptive 
Management Plan" for the lake. Working with this Plan, the grant writing team will continue to try to 
identify worthwhile projects on which to base future lake planning grants. 

Please make sure to read Walt's thought provoking article in this newsletter about our water clarity, 
which dramatically decreased late this summer.

Next year, we will need at least three new directors (four, if the board elects a new president, as that 
would finally release Bob from serving in the past-president board slot). If you have any suggestions, 
please tell the Nominating Committee (Kathy Gelb, Cherry Lommen, Walt Bates). Someone with 
bookkeeping or accounting experience to serve as Treasurer would be great (Jeany's final term expires 
next year). 

Thanks to all our members for another successful summer!

Clean Boats, Clean Waters - Cheryl Mitchell

Another Summer has come and gone.  It's now Fall and leaves are changing.  

Soon the CBCW Program will be resting in anticipation of more adventures next year.  This has been 
a very good year for us.  No outstanding events like last year with the Milfoil scare at the beach. 
 Once again equipment is being removed and we are always on the lookout for Invasives.  

The efforts we undertake would not be as successful without the tremendous support from all of you. 
 It's a two way street!  You help us so much and the inspectors really have appreciation of our lake 
and your efforts.  They don't want EWM to destroy the beauty and wellbeing of the lake themselves. 
 The way you care has really transferred to them.  We stop inspections on Nov. 1 and take a rest so 
we're ready to resume next May.  I know we'll all be ready to continue this same procedure next year 
and, I'm sure, you will love the lake just as much and continue caring for it.  I will if you will!

Have a wonderful "off season" and I and my pals will be glad to see your boats going in next 
Summer.  Have fun, be safe and thanks for all your support.

Cheryl Mitchell, CBCW Coordinator for BOLPF 
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Lake Monitors - Joe Beers

A big THANK YOU to the 15 BOL Monitors that  have inspected our shallow waters again 
this year. It's great to complete another year without finding any invasive species in our 
lake. Thanks also to all those property owners that have reduced high speed boating in 
our shallow waters giving our natural plants the chance to grow and flourish. It is making 
a difference and hopefully more will join that effort in the future. BOL does need more 
monitors so if you can spare an hour a month next summer please let me know. Have a 
great  fall, winter, spring and I'm see you next summer. 

It’s Wild Out There - Kathy Kelly

Spotting the family of otters was a 2016 summer wildlife highlight.  After years of 
numerous bear “incidents”, countless dreams of fighting off the mountain lion, 
scaring away deer from mom’s gardens, and always on the lookout for coyote, the 
otter was a welcomed 
sight!  

After numerous attempts to 
find the family of otters 
while kayaking, and 
learning that they require a 
3 sq. mile territory, it wasn’t 
until mid-August that we 
finally saw them playing in 
and around the fallen logs 
while pontooning in 
“Basten” Bay. Family 
members had us listening 
for their “chattering and 
chirping” (their way of 
communicating), and 
explaining to us how hard it 
would be to miss their 
grunting and snorting 
sounds while playing and 
grooming. They were correct.

The family of 4, presumably the mother and her 3 pups (which is the average 
yearly litter size), socialized among their family members while playing fetch with 
their live food, and diving/wrestling/stealing food from one another.  They will 
remain a family “unit” for about one year until venturing off individually, finding their 
own new territories.  
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Its Wild Out There — Continued

Others have seen all 5 family members together, which is rather unusual. (Do we 
have yet another BOL summer romance?) It has been noted that fathers usually do 
not partake in the hunting, traveling or teaching of the pups. Males are bigger in 
size, require larger territories and prefer to hunt alone.  Basically, they “tolerate” the 
female, and prefer solitary lifestyles except during mating season.  Hmmm … 

There are two types of otters:  the sea otter and the river otter, both having 
distinctive physical and behavioral traits.  The river otter, having a life span of about 
8-10 years, live in lakes, streams and other mostly freshwater environments, and 
are not to be confused with the muskrat (especially in water) or the mink (especially 
on land).  They are considerably smaller than their cousin, the sea otter, but are the 
largest member of the weasel family.  More nocturnal, too, than the sea otter, they    
spend a significant amount of time on land. Their dens (yes, plural as they frequent 
several smaller dens or “resting” places depending on their food supply), which are 
usually built in hollowed logs, abandoned dens of other animals or other sheltered 
areas such as under boat landings, and are above ground with underwater 
entrances.  They’re usually lined with moss, bark, small sticks and leaves.  They 
also build a separate “latrine” area from their den called a “spraints”.

Otters’ will choose a habitat providing the most food with fish being their primary 
source, such as minnows, sunfish, and bass, and they also prey on crayfish, frogs, 
and birds.  They can swim underwater for close to 4-8 minutes at a time and can 
dive up to 40 feet deep.  Their small eyes can spot food swimming in dark waters, 
and their whiskers can detect vibrations used for tracking as well as their keen 
sense of smell.  They’re not as agile on land as they are in the water, making them 
prey to coyote, bear, bobcat, wolf and bald eagle.  

The otter does not hibernate as their fur provides excellent insulation, and its 
density makes it almost water-proofed. But, it’s air that actually keeps the otter 
warm. Fur traps air near the skin’s surface and keeps it dry. (Barbs (or scales) on 
each individual hair, allows the hair to mat together which traps the air.) This air 
gives the fur a glossy look when swimming, but every time the otter goes below the 
surface, the air is forced out from the fur, hence all the bubbles when they dive.  
The otter is forced to groom several times a day to pump more air back into its fur 
maintaining their body temperature.

Black Oak Lake has been fortunate to enjoy these adorable mammals as they also 
provide balance within our precious ecosystem.  Unfortunately, some surrounding 
areas have experienced a decrease in population due to excessive trapping.  Back 
in the 19th c, the otter was nearly extinct with a high market price for their pelts, but 
today, the Dept. of Natural Resources manage their legal protection.  
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2016 EWM Search Report — Dr. Susan Knight

A group of us boarded Walt Bates’ pontoon boat and searched for, but did not find, 
any aquatic invasive species on Black Oak Lake on August 30, 2016. Our team 
included Walt Bates, John Annin, John Clarke, and Dirk Meyer, Joe Beers and me. 
Because the water was not calm, I used the Aqua Viewer almost constantly. The 
viewer allows me to see deeper, and more clearly into the water, but I see a much 
smaller area of the bottom than I can when looking straight into the water without 
the viewer.  The water was noticeably less clear than in other years and I could not 
see much more than about 7-8’ into the water. 

We followed our grid of points, but given that I could not see as deep into the lake, 
we covered less of the lake.  We were able to cover the parts of the lake where I 
could see in just one day.  As in other years, we found some EWM look-alikes, 
including northern water-milfoil, water marigold and alternate-flowered water-milfoil. 
After a day and a half of searching we found plenty of other native plants indicating 
a healthy plant community.  We did not find any exotic invasive species.  

The only minor concerning finding was that there was more large purple 
bladderwort (Utricularia purpurea) in the far west end of the west bay than I have 
seen in other years.  This is a native plant, and though it was more common this 
year, I have seen large purple bladderwort in other years as well. My notes from last 
year reveal I saw an uptick in the amount of large purple bladderwort then, so this 
increased abundance does seem to be a trend. 

The increase in large purple bladderwort is somewhat troubling because in many 
lakes this species can fill the water column and become a nuisance due to its 
abundance.  However, this part of the bay is very shallow and even an abundant 
bladderwort population might not make much difference to how this part of the lake 
is used and perceived by the home owners.  Since this plant does not have any 
roots, it is unlikely to persist in any other part of the lake where it would be quickly 
windrowed onto shore.  Lakes where it is common are generally small, with little 
fetch, and the plant is generally restricted to the edges of the lake. It is possible/
likely it came in from neighboring George Lake where it is abundant.

After traversing the lake in the pontoon boat, Joe and I canoed part of the west end 
of the lake where the water is too shallow for the pontoon boat to be sure we did not 
miss any part of the lake.   Although it is unlikely EWM could grow in such shallow 
water, it is a good idea to scout these shorelines since any EWM growing out in the 
lake is bound to fragment and float in towards shore, where it could root.  The area 
we canoed was where I saw the most large purple bladderwort. The common 
bladderwort (Utricularia vulgaris) was also very common and already had fully 
developed turions, or winter buds that look like miniature green boxing gloves. 
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EWM Search Report — Continued

Barbers Bay is probably the part of the lake most vulnerable to invasive plants for 
several reasons.  Winds are often out of the west, so winds could potentially carry 
invasive plants from the landing (where they are most likely to originate) toward 
Barber’s Bay. This bay has a rich diversity of native plants, which is good and bad. 
With such a density of natives, there is perhaps less “room” for an invasive plant to 
find space to root. However, the high density and diversity also means that aquatic 
plants are successful there, and likely EWM would be successful too, given a 
chance to get started.  I hope and plan to return to visit Barber’s Bay in October if 
the water clarity improves.

It is critically important that everyone involved in the Clean Boats Clean Waters and 
the Vigilante program remain alert to invasive species throughout the open-water 
season. In light of last year’s event with the dock removal team trying to get onto 
the lake laden with EWM your vigilance is paramount. Remember to watch for EWM 
along the shoreline as well as in the water, since EWM, should it ever occur, will 
likely fragment and wash up on shore. Good work everyone, and see you next year!

Let’s stay 
vigilante and 
keep signs 
like this one 
from 
appearing on 
the beach at 
Black Oak!
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Enjoy a Musical Night Out at Conserve School — Stefan Anderson

In Concert with Nature

Friday, October 28, 2016 - Conserve 
School Auditorium

Conserve School invites you to join its 
students and staff for a musical 
performance by Michael Monroe on 
Friday, October 28 at 7:00 pm. The 
concert is free (donations accepted). 
Dinner is available at 6:00 pm for $12, 
dinner tickets must be purchased in 
advance. You can learn more about this 
event and order dinner tickets at: http://
www.conserveschool.org/our-school/public-events/michaelmonroe.

Attention!  Directory Updates - Walt Bates

NEW	PRINTED	DIRECTORY	BEING	DONE	THIS	WINTER	

In	February	you	will	get	an	Excel	spreadsheet	showing	the	latest	contact	data	that	
you	have	submi:ed	for	our	directory.	That	will	be	your	chance	to	add,	delete,	
change,	etc.		Also,	it’s	never	too	early	to	send	in	your	lake	related	photos	for	the	
cover	photo	contest.	All	submi:ed	photos	will	be	de-idenCfied	and	voted	on	by	the	
Board	of	Directors.	Send	them	to	Walt	Bates	(who	does	not	vote)	at	
waterbirds@aol.com.		

mailto:waterbirds@aol.com
http://www.conserveschool.org/our-school/public-events/michaelmonroe
http://www.conserveschool.org/our-school/public-events/michaelmonroe
mailto:waterbirds@aol.com
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Shoreland Zoning Upate — Jim Fleming

As you may have read in the newspapers, Senator Tom Tiffany and Representative Adam 
Jarchow are intent on continuing their efforts to take control of shoreland zoning matters 
away from local governments and to ease the "development" of waterfront property, by 
imposing state-wide, "one-size-fits-all" rules on all navigable waterways. Last summer, 
they engineered the takeover of lot sizes and set backs, as part of the state budget bill 
("Act 55"). In the 2015-2016 legislative session that ended in March, they attempted to 
pass comprehensive legislation which, among many other things, would have allowed 
waterfront property owners to dredge substantial amounts from lake beds and would have 
permitted the operation of ATVs and UTVs on the shallow waters along shorelines and on 
any exposed lake beds. They are also seeking legislation that would allow weekly rental of 
properties, regardless of local zoning. In the upcoming 2016-2017 legislative session, 
they'll undoubtedly continue to push for legislation to make their ideas binding throughout 
the state.

We've mentioned the Wisconsin Shoreland Initiative ("WSI"), an organization begun by 
John Richter of Plum Lake, that is devoted to restoring local control and fighting these 
continued efforts. John has made great progress in making WSI a state-wide organization. 
Please take time to read the information on WSI's excellent website 
("wisconsinshoreland.org"). And, please consider an individual contribution to WSI. 
Although contributions are not tax deductible (because WSI is a 501(c)(4) organization), it 
is a very worthy cause. As John Richter makes clear, their work is non partisan, as the 
health of our lakes is not a political question. WSI's address is PO Box 193, Sayner, WI  
54560. Please check out the WSI website and consider a contribution. Thanks to those 
who already have!

http://wisconsinshoreland.org
http://wisconsinshoreland.org
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Black Oak Lake Preservation Foundation Membership Dues Reminder:

The Black Oak Lake Foundation is our lake association.  The primary mission of BOLPF is 
to preserve our lake as one of the most desirable recreational lakes in Wisconsin.  You can 
be a member of BOLPF by payment of your $25 annual dues.  BOLPF dues are a major 
source for funding in our efforts to prevent invasive species from gaining a foothold in our 
beautiful lake.   BOLPF dues paying members can be individuals or couples.  You need not 
be a Black Oak Lake property owner to be a BOLPF member.  Property owners make up 
many of the dues paying members of BOLPF, but we have many others who also contribute 
through BOLPF dues, including adult children, friends of property owners, nearby off-lake 
residents and businesses.  If you have adult children or friends who regularly spend time on 
the lake, encourage them to become members of BOLPF.  Make them aware that this is a 
commitment on their part regarding a shared responsibility for preserving the quality of the 
lake experience. 
	 
To pay your 2016 or 2017 dues, mail your check made out to BOLPF to:
 
BOLPF -- c/o Jeany Cuttell             or            BOLPF, Inc.
2405 Fern Lane                                              PO Box 151
Wausau WI 54401                                          Land O’ Lakes WI 54540
 
If you have questions please contact Bill Duff, Membership Chair (bill@engr.colostate.edu ) 
or Jeany Cuttell, Treasurer (somerswau@aol.com )

mailto:bill@engr.colostate.edu
mailto:somerswau@aol.com
mailto:bill@engr.colostate.edu
mailto:somerswau@aol.com
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THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU from your Action Committee!! 

Thank you once again for a very successful auction.  It surpassed all our 
expectations.  The donors, listed below, were more than generous and the bidders 
made it all happen.  We made a little over $5,000 on the auction itself and slightly 
over $2100 from our matching donations.

A very big thank you to:

Bruce and Galia Vineyard
Jim and Kay Fleming

Parry and Cathy Hesselman
2016 BOLPF BOARD OF DIRECTORS

John Annin
Walt Bates

Cindy and Chris Hook
Cheryl Mitchell

Cherry and Dick Lommen
Dar and Al Erickson

Cuttell, McDonald, and McElmeel Families
Jennifer and Stefan Anderson

Steve and Lisa Bates
Mark and Kris Gostisha—Forest Lake Country Store

Ruthie Natali
Jeff and Cheryl Pytlarz—The Land O Center

Dotty Hinze
Rich and Rindy Hesselman

Joe and Sherry Beers
Ray and D’Arcy Arpke

Carolyn Delong—Conserve School
Susie Whipp

Rick and Wendy Lommen
Elizabeth Eaton

Jim and Mary Thomas for the use of their kitchen!
Tom Tomlinson—Morgan Winery

Our Wonderful Anonymous Matching Funds Donor!

From Kay Fleming, Cherry Lommen, Cathy Hesselman and Susie Whipp
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As many have noticed, Black Oak’s legendary crystal clear water wasn’t nearly as clear 
this summer.  If you recall, our clarity which had averaged in the high teens through 
2004, took a large jump in 2005.  Then we were the clearest lake in the state from 2007 
through 2015 with some clarities in excess of 50’.  None of the experts were able to fully 
explain why that happened and that had us worried. After all, if we didn’t know why it 
had gotten so clear it could just as easily get worse for no apparent reason…..and that’s 
pretty much what has happened.  Our average Secchi reading in 2015 was 33’ and this 
year is 23’. Given that the state-wide average is only 9’ we are still in enviable shape but 
can’t help but wonder what is happening.

We regularly measure Phosphorous, Chlorophyll, Dissolved Oxygen, Calcium, 
Conductivity, Clarity, Color, Level………ad nauseum.  I attach the raw data numbers of 
Chlorophyll and of Phosphorous, the most effective drivers of clarity, in table form and 
then display those parameters in colored graphs.  The reason we only use the numbers 
recorded in July and August is that limnologists say that there are too many extraneous 
variables that occur early and late in the summer season that hide what we want to 
know.  

In the graphs it appears that when lake level is low the water is clearer and vice versa.  
Dr. Knight said that high water drags lots of shoreline plant life out into the water. This 
brings a new load of nutrients into the lake which then fertilizes algae growth.  During 
this fall’s all-lake AIS survey she said that our clarity should improve as the water cools 
going into fall and this appears to be happening.  In late August the water temp was in 
the mid-70s and the Secchi was about 16’.  Today is September 28th with a water temp 
of 62F and the Secchi has jumped to 24.5’.  Our typical late Sept. Secchi has been 
about 30’.  There is no graphed data for 2016 since the year is not done yet. The 2016 

Water Clarity 2016— Walt Bates 
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Fall 2016 Financial Report — Jeany Cuttell 

This year our income and expenses are right on target for our budget. Thank you all for 
your kind notes that I receive and your generous donations and dues. It’s evident that you 
all LOVE our beautiful Black Oak Lake!
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The Black Oak Lake Preservation Fund Board: 

President:    Jim Fleming 
Vice President:   John Clarke* 
Treasurer:    Jean Cuttell* 
Recording Secretary:  Jessica Braun 
Corresponding Secretary:  Cindy Miller 
Past President:   Bob Barnum 

Board Members: 

Kathy Kelly (Surpless) 
Mary Jo Zane 
Andy Woltman 
Cheryl Mitchell* 
Stefan Anderson 

* Rolling off after 2016 

Hey Black Oak Residents! 

Have something to sell?  
Boats, skis, wakeboards, 
furniture, anything? 

List it in the Black Oak 
website 
(www.blackoaklake.com) in 
the classified section.  Send 
your items to Walt Bates 
(waterbirds@aol.com) for 
posting. 

Want to pay your dues 
online? 

Go to the website under 
Residents and 
Visitors>Membership Dues 
and Donations

Why not take a moment and make a tax free donation to $ for hours or Gifts & Memorials for 
2016?

From your editor — Enjoy the Fall 2016 Newsletter.  I look forward to seeing many of you next summer on Black Oak!
As always, suggestions for improvements are welcome at CBH2@yahoo.com.  Have a wonderful fall and winter 
season!


Chris Hook

http://www.blackoaklake.com
mailto:waterbirds@aol.com
mailto:CBH2@yahoo.com
http://www.blackoaklake.com
mailto:waterbirds@aol.com
mailto:CBH2@yahoo.com

