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As autumn approaches, I become melancholy, as I know time spent on the lake will 
be getting shorter. This world seems to be spinning faster and faster, and we do not 
take the time to thank those who have made a difference, so I am going to do that 
right now.  

Thank you to Barb Hook and her committee for shepherding us through a 
very difficult merger and by-laws change.  Countless hours were spent hammering 
out proper wordage to make us one organization. Also to all the paid-up BOLROA 
members who gave a yes vote giving the merger a passage.       Jim Surpless who 

has ably presided over the BOLPF since its inception, attending all the board meetings, keeping accurate records and corre-
sponding with each and every donor.         Dirk Meyer and his committee for the new boat ramp at the public beach and 
to all who financially donated to that project.  It is now complete and working beautifully.       Walt Bates for work on the 
lake directory and website, water sampling, measuring and keeping the statistical data on the lake,  and for his connection 
with Susan Knight, who does our annual aquatic invasive species surveys.        The Silent Auction committee—Kay 
Fleming, Cherry Lommen, Cathy Hesselman and Kathy Gelb, for their fine organizational skills.  Even more impor-
tantly, thank you to all who donated items. There were 26 families and just as important, 26 families who bid on those 
items to make it a great success.        Sharon Caruso Basten and her mom Dee Caruso for being the reservation chairs 
for the picnic this year and for the previous five years, and to the Anderson family for letting us use their lovely facility 
every year.  There would be no picnic if not for these people.         All  Fourth of July Boat Parade participants, and 
to Ric Woodrow, Elizabeth Eaton and Bob Barnum, for organizing the Sailboat Regatta.        Also thanks to all of 
the participants and organizers  of  Float Boat Party Nights.        Dirk and Lynn Meyer for organizing the Sur-
vivor Dinner, and to Jim and Jane Surpless who took it over when the Meyers had to return early to California.       
Joe Beers and his committee of lake monitors who check our shoreline for AIS, and to Cheryl Mitchell, our new 
CBCW person, who coordinates boat-landing inspectors and enters data in the WI DNR database.        Bob Pierce and 
his committee for their effort in making an Emergency Action Plan, just “in case” we become infested with AIS.        
The organizers of the first lake-wide Progressive Dinner and to all who enjoyed the end result.  All proceeds went 
to BOLPF.        Elizabeth Eaton and her helpers who take care of all the Black Oak Lake clothing sales and many 
other items, with profits going to BOLPF and to Kathy Gelb for letting us use her garage to sell all our “valuables” at the 
town-wide garage sale, with all proceeds going to BOLPF. They have put in many, many hours to raise funds for us.        
Julie Tryczak, for her help with payroll when we hired our AIS Monitor at the boat landing.         All  the contributors 
to the newsletter, as well as the men involved in collating, sorting, stamping and everything else involved to get it out. 
(This is done by four or five people sitting around a kitchen table.)        Monty Hunt for providing adequate insurance cov-
erage for the board and all our events.        To the Annin Family who received the Blue Heron Award this year for keeping 
their shoreline untouched and beautiful.        To all the current and past board members, as we try to steer forward 
on the right path to keep this lake the jewel that it is.        And a heartfelt thank you to all whom I have failed to men-
tion who have chaired committees, volunteered, written grants, donated, bid, sailed, boat paraded, partied and otherwise 
spent your vacation time working to make this lake the best place to spend the summers. 

Pat yourself on the back and enjoy the fall and upcoming winter.  See you next spring!  
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nate enough to receive others 
in the future.  We have been 
the recipients of several large 
donations, not to mention the 
income from the items put up 
for bid at the picnic, as well as 
the Dollars or Hours dona-
tions, clothing sales, our ga-
rage sale, plus other fund-
raising endeavors.  We should 
all be encouraged by the gen-
erosity of many of our mem-
bers.  However, as we move 
forward, our primary con-
cern, certainly, is the well 

being of our lake and its envi-
rons.  We have had a number 
of expenses in the past.  Oth-
ers will arise in the future.  
This is why we need your in-
dividual help.  We would like 
to see a greater number of our 
lake members become more 
involved.  With the participa-
tion of a large number of lake 
members, much can be done 
in the days ahead.  With your 
help, we are quite confident 
that Black Oak Lake will re-
main the jewel that it is now. 

2011 has been a very good 
year for us all.  The Black 
Oak Lake Preservation Foun-
dation has become our sole 
lake organization.  We are 
most happy to see our two 
organizations come together 
as one.  Much has been ac-
complished while there are 
more facets of our lake that 
need to be addressed in the 
future.  Certainly, we have 
been fortunate in receiving 
state grants in the past.  
Hopefully, we will be fortu-
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…THEN WE DID IT TOGETHER           BARBARA HOOK       

tion and posted the appropri-
ate papers, including the 
newly approved bylaws, to 
the Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources and the 
Department of Financial Insti-
tutions for Wisconsin. The 
new organization has been 
approved by  both state of-
fices. 

Remember, the Foundation is 
a 501(c)(3) organization and 
that the original mission of 
the Foundation as well as the 
mission of the former Asso-
ciation remain the same:        
* Preserve Black Oak Lake 
and the lake's surroundings 
for use by the general public.      
* Protect Black Oak Lake 
waters and shoreline for rec-
reation.                                  
* Protect and enhance the 
Black Oak Lake environment. 
* Manage natural fish and 
wildlife habitat.                      
* Promote safety. 

The new bylaws are posted 
on the website and member-
ship dues will remain as they 
are but will be tax deductible.  
The 2012 picnic and the Sur-
vivor Dinner in  September 
will continue to be self –
supporting,  and we will con-
tinue to ask for your time as 
monitors at the beach, on 
your waterfront and in your 
assigned section of the lake.   

As a member of the Founda-
tion, you will note that activi-
ties will go on as before but 
running one organization will 
be easier than running two.  
Still there is a lot of work to 
be done to keep Black Oak 
beautiful for our children and 
grandchildren. Think about 
taking a turn serving on the 
board or as a committee chair 
or member of the AIS Team. 
There is plenty of work for all 
of us. 

You may not feel differently 
but you have joined a new 
organization… the Black Oak 
Lake Preservation Founda-
tion, Inc. (BOLPF)
Congratulations! We are one. 

The July  ballots were sent 
electronically except to the 
18 members without an email 
address.  Your vote was a 
resounding YES on both the 
bylaws and the dissolution of 
the association. Of those 156 
who had paid their 2011 
dues, there were 102 who 
voted yes and only two who 
voted no. There was another 
group of 17 who voted yes, 
but their votes could not be 
counted as they had not yet 
paid their 2011 association 
dues. 

Following the vote, the new 
Foundation Board completed 
the Articles of Dissolution for 
a Non-stock Corporation,  
signed the Consent Resolu-

“THE BLACK 

OAK LAKE 

PRESERVATION 

FOUNDATION       

HAS BECOME 

OUR SOLE LAKE 

ORGANIZATION” 

J IM SURPLESS 



BOLROA/BOLPF MERGER UPDATE          SARA BEEDIE  
The combination of our two 
organizations, BOLROA and 
BOLPF, is almost complete.  
On August 11, Articles of 
Dissolution were filed with 
the Department of Financial 
Institutions on behalf of BOL-
ROA.  The DNR has ap-

proved our request to transfer 
the Phase 4 and Phase 5 grants 
from BOLROA to the Foun-
dation.  Once all outstanding 
checks have cleared, the 
BOLROA bank account will 
be closed and the balance 
deposited in the Foundation’s 

account. 

Thank you for your input 
and cooperation as we have 
worked toward bringing 
these two organizations 
together as one.   

Three professional limnolo-
gists visited Black Oak on 
separate occasions this sum-
mer. Hnue Yang of the 
DNR’s Lake Monitor Net-
work was here due to our 
clarity and its rapid increase 
since 2004. The WI State Lab 
of Hygiene, which tests our 
water samples, wanted to do 
additional chemical analyses 
to validate their past trophic 
state calculations. All checked 
out perfectly.  Additionally, 
White Water Associates from 
Michigan sent Barbara Ga-

occurring over the winter of 
2004 -2005. The DNR’s 
initial fish food chain idea 
(see our website under Wa-
ter Quality Data) was dis-
proven, leaving no good 
explanation of why this hap-
pened. They seem deter-
mined to understand what 
caused it. Along with the 
plant surveys and the fish 
count this makes Black Oak 
the most studied lake in the 
state! 

 

LIMNOLOGISTS VISIT BLACK OAK LAKE  WALT BATES 
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jewski to plan a remote water 
level measuring station. 
White Water later sent Angie 
Stine to take several water 
samples for extensive chemi-
cal analyses in mid-August. 
All this attention was directed 
at attempting to explain the 
rapid clarity increase of six 
years ago. The normal causes 
of increasing clarity are either 
acidification by acid rain or an 
infestation of zebra mussels. 
Not only do neither of these 
apply here but our increase 
was very sudden, basically 

Summer is coming to a close 
sooner than we would 
like.  Thanks to all of you who 
have done anything at all to 
protect our precious Black 
Oak Lake, some of whom we 
know what you have done and 
some we can't imagine how 
much you have done. 

Since I enjoy being back on the 
lake so much, I don't want you 

running from me or scream-
ing when you see my number 
on your Caller-ID!  This 
summer had a good number 
of hot days with increased 
lake use.  Wes told me that 
on those days he would have 
up to twenty boats launched 
in one day when it is usually 
about five!  This is increased 
exposure! With this in mind, 

please check the website 
calendar to see if it has open 
times and give even 1 hour 
if you can.  We're staying 
ahead of the battle, and 
please help us stay that way. 

Thanks to all of you who so 
expertly transitioned to 
different forms and ways.  I 
appreciate your help and 
acceptance.  

CLEAN BOATS/CLEAN WATER          CHERYL MITCHELL 

Treasurer’s Tally 
AS OF AUGUST 25, 2011 

 

BOLROA 

  CD’S      $20,050 

CHECKING   $14,505 

BOLPF 

 CD’S         $40,420 

CHECKING   $  9,160 



PRELIMINARY FISH COUNT                   WALT BATES 
As reported in the last 
newsletter, Black Oak is 
undergoing an exhaustive 
fish survey this year. A 40 
hour per week DNR “creel 
clerk” has been hard at 
work on the lake and will 
continue through the ice 
fishing season. The initial 
phase was the fyke netting 
and lake electro shocking 

done in mid-May. That 
showed so few large and 
small mouth bass, northern 
pike, and yellow perch that 
it was not possible to de-
rive a population estimate. 
Only walleye were present 
in sufficient numbers to 
allow an estimate of 507 of 
them in the entire lake. 
That’s fewer than one per 

acre. Recall the lake trout 
survey of last fall, however,  
which showed a large in-
crease in that population. 
The 2004 estimate of 380 
fish went to over 700 now. 
See the website under Lake 
Information > Lake Trout 
for more information.  

MERCURY RETURNS TO BLACK OAK      WALT BATES 
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NOW THAT 

OUR BOAT 

LANDING CAN 

HANDLE THE 

QUEEN MARY , 

MERCURY 

MARINE HAS 

COME BACK 

WITH THEIR 

TESTING 

EQUIPMENT .  

Dr. Susan Knight com-
pleted a four-day survey of 
the lake in July, finding 
samples of nearly 30 differ-
ent plants that inhabit Black 
Oak Lake at over 800 loca-
tions she checked. The only 
other time this was done 

was in July of 2006. Both 
of these surveys were paid 
for by the DNR. Susan will 
be comparing the two sur-
veys over the fall and will 
report any significant find-
ings to us after that. No 
invasive species were 

found. Additionally, Dr. 
Knight will be returning in 
October to do the two-day 
AIS search that BOLPF 
commissions her to do an-
nually. See Invasive Species 
on our website for the re-
sults of these past surveys. 

FULL LAKE PLANT SURVEY              WALT BATES 
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No, not that hazardous element. Many of you will recall that the R & D folks from 
Kieckhafer Marine of Fond du Lac, WI, did underwater photography of various experi-
mental Mercury propeller de-
signs here in 2007 and 2008. It 
was exciting to watch as their 
test boat made 85 mph passes 
over their underwater lights 
and very high speed cameras. 
But when our water level got 
so low that they couldn’t 
launch their oversized support 
boats here, they were forced to 
go elsewhere. Recently, frus-
trated by non-Black Oak clarity 
and learning that our new boat 
landing can now handle the 
Queen Mary, they decided to return here this fall. Considering that their 3 boat caravan 
passes over 10,000 other lakes enroute to Land O Lakes  from Fond du Lac, this is quite 
a testimony to our clarity. 

Test Boat on Black Oak Lake -September 9, 2011 



PUMP AT BEACH WORKING                 WALT BATES 

The good news is that our 
clarity was at its modern 
day best this summer, ex-
ceeding 50 feet in mid-
June.   
The bad news is that the 
water level has dropped 
again. Fall is typically when 
the lake level goes down 
the most  and this year is 
no exception. At ice-out 
we were at 13¼” over our 
reference slab, at its peak 
in late July the water depth 
got as high as 16½”, but as 
of  September 10 we were 
at  9½”   with little rain in 
sight. Needless to say, a lot 
will be riding on the up-
coming winter’s snowfall.  

The most up-to-date meas-
urements of our clarity and 
chemistry are always avail-
able  on the internet, and  
while you’re looking at that 
level history chart, con-
sider that those accurately 
measured levels go back 
only to 2001, as compared  
to our ice-out dates record 
which goes back to 1909.  
All the “records” of water 
levels before 2001 are basi-
cally guesses. Sand moves 
in and out over the years, 
rendering the amount of 
exposed beach a very poor 
reference. However, we 
did find an extensive lake 
bottom contour map done 

by the DNR in August of 
1969, which  included the 
lake level referenced to a 
benchmark that I found at 
the public beach. Using a 
transit and adapting the 
measurements to our mod-
ern chart, Jim Bates and I 
found that the lake level in 
1969 was 34¾”, about two 
feet higher than now and 
about the same as it was in 
2004.   We also deter-
mined that the bottom of 
the culvert under the boat 
landing entrance road is at 
26¾” on that chart. 
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WATER CLARITY AND LEVEL               WALT BATES 

chemistry were meas-
ured. The Discover 
Wisconsin website will 
have pieces of what 
they’re filming 
throughout the year 
with the first full airing 
on TV scheduled for 
April 7, 2012. We will 
keep you advised as 
more develops on this. 

The tourism- based tele-
vision program Discover 
Wisconsin is doing year- 
long coverage of Land O’ 
Lakes. It will cover sum-
mer, fall and winter ac-
tivities. Knowing that 
Black Oak is the clearest 
lake in the state, they 
were out on the water to 
see how our clarity and 

DISCOVER WISCONSIN                        WALT BATES 

Walt and his Secchi Disc with the host of 
Discover Wisconsin, Emmy Fink.  

That green hand pump at 
the public beach hasn’t 
worked for at least 20 
years. Well, the town hired 
a contractor to “get to the 
bottom of it.” They spent a 

good half day there in early 
August pulling up over 20 
feet of piping.  VOILA…. 
we have water! Try it and 
enjoy some really good 
stuff!  Its unique “drain 

back” design even allows it 
to work in the winter.  
Also, those faded pictures 
of invasive species have 
been replaced on the beach 
sign. 

“OUR WATER 

CLARITY WAS 

AT ITS MODERN 

DAY BEST THIS 

SUMMER…” 
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PRESERVING AND PROTECTING  

BLACK OAK LAKE  

Should any invasive plant spe-
cies be discovered in Black Oak 
Lake, successful eradication 
will depend on rapid action.  
Bob Pierce (6601), John Annin 
(3027), and Walt Bates (3660) 
will head up the response. We 

have sequestering curtains to 
contain the area and will dive 
to manually pull the plants. 
“Rapid” is the key word here, 
and we ask that you keep your 
eyes peeled whenever you’re 
on the water. Know what 

Eurasian Milfoil looks like as 
opposed to Northern Milfoil 
which is common in the lake. 
See BlackOakLake.com 
>Invasive Species > Overview 
for information and photos. 

AIS RAPID RESPONSE                                        WALT BATES 
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