
BOLROA BOARD MEETING 

June 16,2007 

 

PRESENT    Allman, Bates, Beedie, Beers, Eaton, Gelb, Hall, Hesselman, Hook, Surpless, Thomas 

ABSENT       None 

GUESTS       Annin, Basten, Bob Beedie  

 

Vilas County Health Department Gina 479-3659      

 

President Beedie convened the meeting at 9AM.  
  
The agenda was amended to allow the guests to present their reports. 
 

SPECIAL REPORTS 

Picnic chair, Sharon Basten, announced that plans are finalized for the August 4 picnic at Conserve School 
complete with both inside and outside facilities, seating for 125 to 150, minimal cost of $12.00 for adults, 
$5.50 for kids five through 12 and under five free. Activities will include canoeing and kayaking---life 
vests included for bigger folks—and perhaps the climbing wall. Picnickers will need to bring only their 
adult beverages. The deadline for reservations is July 28 with a $5.00 charge added to each reservation 
made after that date. Refunds will be available only with 48-hour notice. 
 

Outgoing chair John Annin and new chair, Bob Beedie, presented the Executive Summary of the 

Adaptive Lake Management Plan. The summary and the entire plan are available on the website. Annin 
and Beedie stated that Phase One provided a solid base of information, Phase Two a sampling of 
information for comparison and that Phase Three will allow BOLROA to continue data gathering. This 
work has been supported by an annual $10,000 grant.The BOLROA board asked that a third grant be 
submitted to continue this important work and that two objectives for Phase Three be 
 To develop limnological, ecological and sociological indicators for future monitoring. 
 To document the development of he Black Oak Lake shoreline using digital photography 
Bob Beedie will pursue the possibility of accomplishing more  than these two objectives during Phase 
Three and will report to the Board. 
The failure of the Legislature to make additional dollars available to fight the AIS war prompted a Board 
request to write a letter of thanks to Dan Meyer and the eight pro voters and a letter of disappointment to 
the eight naysayers. Beers will write and send this letter.  
 
The regular meeting continued with the approval of the minutes of August 12.Gelb move. Beers second. 

Approve 11-0 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Checking account balance, including the ski fund, is $2312.96. The ski fund is $598.10 
General Savings is $7358.60 excluding $2500 of the Phase Two grant 
Membership 2006 was 157. Currently for 2007 the membership is 2 
The Preservation Foundation savings account is $5260.54, which includes a transfer of $2622.43 from the 
former Fish Fund. The checking account is $2486.17. 
Hesselman and Thomas will pursue options for a higher yield account for BOLROA savings. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Bates reported a 43.5-foot Secchi reading and reminded the Board that all water clarity information is 
complete on the website. Bates also reminded the Board of the July 4

th
 Boat Parade and noted that it will 

be important for the Board to write regulations for the directory photo contest. Directories, maps and 
placemats will be available for sale at the annual meeting. Proceeds will be deposited into the Preservation 
Foundation account. 
 
Beedie announced that membership strategies will continue as last year. The goal is to surpass 158 
members in 2007. 
 



Beers stated that there are 18 new lakes near Vilas County reporting Eurasian Watermilfoil and that 
Curlyleaf Pondweed is more prevalent. Beers noted the necessity of completing the Eurasian Watermilfoil 
Inspection Report and returning the report to him for the records. WDNR will use these reports to 
document our work and to determine if we are eligible for grant dollars. To help this cause, each person on 
Black Oak Lake will be asked to complete one inspection in front of each homeand complete and submit 
one report. This will assure each grid on the lake is covered and this work is in addition to the work of the 
Black Oak Vigilantes.. Beers also needs more Vigilantes. 
 
Hall reported the Boat Landing Monitoring Program would continue as in 2006. Contact Hall to get a 
date on the calendar or just show up at the landing. Materials, including the official vest and handouts, are 
available in the box. The combination remains the same—5454. Saturday is an especially important 
monitoring day. It is always important to ask where the boater has been and check that with the lakes which 
are listed as containing Eurasian Watermilfoil. Hall will update the list with the newly infected lakes noted 
by Beers. The reporting form for the folks who guard the boat landing is also important as WDNR folks 
record our diligence before allowing  grant dollars to solve an AIS problem. Be sure to complete snd return.  
 
Eaton and Gelb were praised for the over $1300 they earned for the Preservation Foundation selling 
clothing. Golf towels, hand towels, aprons, caps and clothing which was ordered but does not fit will be 
available at the annual meeting. Bates, Eaton and Beedie would like photos of folks wearing their finery. 
 
Sue Hall and Kathy Gelb have Survivors’ Dinner plans underway for September 23 at the Vintage Inn. 
 
Surpless stated that the current and past efforts of the BOLROA Board would be noted in the Black Oak 

History he is writing. Current plans, with approximately 80% of the interviews gathered and written 
already, are to complete the book by the annual meeting in 2008. Printing prices will be researched and 
readers recruited to edit and check for inclusiveness. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

Hall urged the Board to consider creative ways to add to the Preservation Foundation account so that 
BOLROA will be more ready to fight invasive species when it appears. Several ideas were advanced 
including raffles, earnings on the history publication and profit from the picnic. 
 
Bates, newly elected Board member of the Vilas County Lakes Association, reported that VHS, a fish virus 
attacking in the southern part of the state is impossible to detect by sight. VCLA is pursuing an avenue to 
close the landings at Trout Lake and Black Oak because of the unique species of trout indigenous to each 
lake. Lake Oswego in the state of Washington was successful in closing their landing for a similar reason. 
 
Cindy Hook was thanked for her work as BOLROA auditor and has volunteered to audit the books again 
this year. She will need a new partner. 
 
Beedie will recruit a third member of the BOLROA Nominating team. 
 
Beedie asked the Board to refine the annual meeting agenda and to add all important dates. Vice-president 
Gelb will chair the annual meeting. 

 

Beedie also asked for volunteers at 8AM July 4 to help clean up at the airport after the fireworks. 
 
Thomas asked for volunteers to help with parking and money collection at the fireworks on July 3. 
 
Newsletter editor O’Brien has resigned. The new secretary to replace Hook to be appointed by the Board 
in the fall, will be asked to take on the newsletter task. 
 
Eaton set the 2007 Regatta date for Sunday August 12. 
 
The clean-up date for 2007 is Tuesday, August 14  This date will be announced at the annual meeting with 
regulations in place. If you have thoughts for regulations please email them to Walt Bates. 



 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:40. 


