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2007 EVENTS

June 30, 2007
Town Hall
10:00 a.m.
Everyone is encouraged to
attend the Annual Meeting

July 4, 2007
Boat Landing
4:00 p.m.

August 4, 2007
Conserve School Campus
5:00 p.m.

September 23, 2007
Vintage Inn
5:00 p.m.

A NOTE FROM SARA
The crocuses and daffodils have

bloomed, that wonderful green of
new growth is appearing on our
trees and boats and kayaks are
returning to Black Oak! Hope you
and your family had a happy and
healthy winter, now it’s time for
summer fun on our favorite lake.

Over the last several years,
John Annin has championed two
DNR Lake Planning Grants and the
results are in – Black Oak Lake is
“one of the highest quality lakes” our
consultants have ever worked on.
Our lake has a very diverse
population of organisms, including a
genetically unique strain of lake
trout, and the chemistry of the water
shows no signs of being polluted.
Eurasian milfoil, however, continues
to be a major threat to our lakes
ecosystem – volunteer your time
and energy, call Bill Hall and sign up
to monitor the boat landing (bring a
friend and spend a couple hours
talking with those coming in an out

of our lake) or call Joe Beers and
offer to serve as one of his
vigilantes, scouring the shallows for
milfoil. Let’s work together to keep
our pristine lake, clean and clear for
generations to come.

Thanks to everyone who took
advantage of our new fundraiser
and purchased Black Oak clothing in
2006. I am thrilled to report that you
raised over $1300 for the
Preservation Foundation! Many,
many thanks to each of you. Watch
your email for your next chance to
order in early July. Order forms will
also be available at our June 30
Annual Meeting as well as a few
select items for purchase.

As always, feel free to contact
me or any Board member with any
issues or concerns.

Enjoy your summer on Black
Oak In Memoriam

Robert Howard
1925-2006

MONITOR BOAT LANDING

There have been numerous
articles in the local newspapers
detailing the most pressing issue to
affect our lakes in years. Aquatic
Invasive Species (AIS) is a
compelling issue that has devastated
some lakes and is a threat to us all.

Unfortunately, the DNR requires
numerous studies and Grant
requests prior to actively helping a
lake association fight a Eurasian
Water Milfoil infestation. It is very
clear there is a lack of funding and
legislation by the DNR and the State
to combat this infestation and no

future plan in place to do so. This
leaves the responsibility in the hands
of our volunteer Lake Shore Property
Owners and Lake Associations to
prevent any infestation from
occurring. It is clear we need to take
responsibility and monitor boats
entering Black Oak Lake to protect
our lake from these invasives.

Please help by volunteering to
inspect boats and trailers at the boat
landing this summer.

Call Bill Hall at 547-6875
—Volunteer often.

NEW BIENNIAL
PRINTED
DIRECTORY

An extensive rewrite and a
cover photo contest produced
the most attractive, complete
and accurate printed directory
ever. It bears 235 entries and
208 e-mail addresses for our
113 properties. The new
directories are available for $3
each from

Add $2
shipping to any size order. They
will also be available at the June
30 annual meeting.



2

BOLROA BOARD
OF DIRECTORS
2006-2007
Sara Beedie, President
Kathy Gelb, Vice President
Parry Hesselman, Treasurer
Barbara Hook, Secretary
Tom Allman
Walt Bates
Joe Beers
Elizabeth Eaton
Bill Hall
Jim Thomas
Frank Surpless

NOMINATING
COMMITTEE
Boo Loader, Chairman
Kay MacDonald
Mary Thomas

The Nominating Committee
proposes the following nominees
for the Black Oak Lake Riparian
Owners Association Board of
Directors:  Dirk Meyer and Bob
Pierce.  The Nominating
Committee proposes the
following nominees for a second
term on the Black Oak Lake
Riparian Owners Association
Board of Directors:  Joe Beers,
Bill Hall and Parry Hesselman.
Each nominee’s term of office
will be from July 2007 to July
2009. The election of these
nominees will take place during
the BOLROA Annual Meeting on
June 30, 2007.

WEBSITE
IMPROVEMENTS

Thanks mostly to our Big Lake
friend and website guru, Tom Rapp,
there are many exciting new
features to

. You are
encouraged to navigate around the
site, especially the Lake Information
section which features a new
resource on loons and the newly
posted DNR Lake Management
pages featuring John Annin’s 163
page 2006 grant program report on
the health of our lake. Also, read
and post on the Classified Ads and
Announcements section. Everything
from houses to babysitters
advertised there.

LAKE HISTORY UPDATE

The end of last summer found
that most interviews of Black Oak
residents had been completed.
However, many remain to be visited.
In order to catch summer
residents while they’re
visiting their cabins, it
would be extremely
helpful if they
could email
Frank Surpless
—
surps4550@a
ol.com — in
advance to
set up visits.
Please do so
at your
convenience.

Thus far the
interviewers have
found gold mines of
fascinating lore surrounding
the coming of age of Black Oak
Lake. There is so much of interest to
pass on to our readers that the

account threatens to become a tome
instead of a brief summary of the
lake’s history. So what! Juicy details
help to make it a nine course repast

instead of a Cliff’s Notes on
the north woods.

For those
already

interviewed: if
while meeting
with the
interviewers
you forgot to
include an
anecdote or
want to make

a clarification
of what you

mentioned, just
email us.

Target date of
completion and release of

the account is summer of 2008.
Please be patient. Many thanks.

BOLROA
MEMBERSHIP

Please support your BOLROA
organization – pay your dues with
the enclosed bill or at the Annual
Meeting on June 30.

Remember BOLROA goals are
straightforward: protect our waters,
shoreline and environment, manage
fish and wildlife habitats, protect
private property rights and promote
safety.

Be a contributing member to
BOLROA; send your dues in today!

ICE OUT

For those of you keeping track,
the ice went out on the lake on April
21 – I was fortunate enough to
witness the massive ice movements
that day and it was pretty incredible
to watch! According to Walt, the
water levels after ice out are virtually
identical to last fall's levels and a
little more than 6 inches below ice
out in 2006.
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CASCADING TROPHIC INTERACTIONS
BIG FISH, LITTLE FISH, CLEAR LAKE, GREEN LAKE

Black Oak Lake has crystal
clear water, and an interesting and
healthy fishery. Not all lakes are so
blessed. What makes one lake clear
all year and another much like green
paint by early August? Every lake
has its own combination of natural
variables such as nutrient
inputs, food webs, depth, and a
number of other variables, not
to mention the
human-influenced shoreline
conditions, fertilizer inputs, fish
stocking practices and many
others. However, the first two
parameters, nutrient inputs and
food webs, go the farthest in
explaining why in some lakes
the soup of the day is clear
broth and in others only pea
soup is on the menu.

In the 70’s, a Canadian
scientist, David Schindler,
performed the classic
experiment in which he divided
a lake in half, added carbon,
nitrogen and phosphorus to one
side and just carbon and
nitrogen to the other. The
phosphorus side developed
fantastic algal growth, and led
to strong regulations against
phosphates in laundry products
(though they are still present in
most automatic dishwasher soaps!).
As scientists look at lakes around
the world, they found that
phosphorus concentrations go far in
explaining the extent of primary
production (the growth and
reproduction of plants and algae),
but phosphorus alone cannot
explain all the variability.

Professors Steve Carpenter and
Jim Kitchell, of the University of
Wisconsin Center for Limnology,
and working down the road at the
University of Notre Dame
Environmental Research Center on
Tenderfoot Lake in Land O’Lakes,
looked at the relationship between
phosphorus and primary production

and were more interested in what
else, besides phosphorus, was
involved. Through elegant
experiments and knowledge of other
work, they pieced together the
Cascading Trophic Interaction
explanation for lake productivity.

The basic idea is simple: big fish eat
little fish, little fish eat zooplankton
(small shrimp-like invertebrates) and
zooplankton eat algae.  Algae are
the primary producers, turning light
and carbon dioxide into more algae
(and turning the lake more green).
When large fish are present, they
will eat much of the minnow
population, consequently reducing
predation on zooplankton, and
allowing zooplankton numbers to
grow.  More zooplankton means
more grazing on algae, leading to
low numbers of algae and clearer
water. If you look at two lakes with
similar nutrient inputs but different
food webs, the lake with a healthy
large fish population will have
clearer water than lakes with

zooplankton-eating minnows as the
top predators.

This simple story should raise all
kinds of questions in your mind, and
indeed there are innumerable
complicating variables. For example,
large fish are not always large and
spend their early life as tiny fry that
may eat zooplankton and be eaten
by some minnows or adults of their
own species. Some lakes have only
a few large fish-eating fish. There
are large and small zooplankton
that eat, respectively, large and
small algae. There are
invertebrates, such as dragonfly
larvae that eat small zooplankton
and are in turn eaten by minnows.
Some algae, especially blue green
algae, are inedible and are not
controlled by grazers. Nutrient
inputs and algal and zooplankton
species can change with the
seasons. What role do these “little”
details have in complicating the
lake response?

For a long time, Black Oak
Lake supported cisco, a fish that,
despite its large size, eats
zooplankton. Cisco are rare in
Black Oak Lake now, and this may
explain why your water is so clear -
fewer zooplankton-eating cisco

may allow more zooplankton to
graze on algae. Will there be other
changes due to changing food
webs? Our lakes are always
interesting, always changing, and
will forever challenge people who
want to understand them.

NEW LAKE MAPS

A fresh supply of last years
redone lake map has arrived. We
have 11 x 17 laminated place mats
($4 each) and 11 x 17 maps on
greeting card stock ($3 each). Add
$4 shipping to any size order
available at waterbirds@aol.com.
Keep one in your boat as you cruise
around.
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BOLROA
TREASURER'S
REPORT
May 1, 2007
Parry Hesselman - Treasurer

General Checking $2595.49
(Includes Ski Fund)
Ski Fund $  902.85
(Sub-account included in General
Checking)
General Savings $7358.60
(When $2500 is received from the
DNR for the remainder of the second
$10,000 Grant it will be deposited in
this account)
Fish Fund Savings $2618.84
Paid Dues Members:

2006 = 156
2005 = 158
2004 = 125
2003 = 153
2002 = 132

Checking $2971.17
Savings $2638.11
Note: All savings balances include
interest as of 5/1/07.

50 YEAR PIN

For all of you that have not
noticed the calendar recently,
another year has passed since our
last BOLROA newsletter. That also
means that there might be other
members of BOLROA that would
qualify for our 50 year pin. It is a
wonderful tribute to our lake that so
many of you have already received
your 50 year pins.

Basically, you must have been
in residence on Black Oak Lake for
at least one night a year for 50 years
though they need not be
consecutive years. If you now
qualify please let me know, I have a
pin just for you.

PRESERVE OUR
SHORELINE

It is worth repeating two or three
things that we have discussed
earlier in our newsletters. Our
shoreline is the habitat for many
species of animals and fish and
chemical weed and plant killers
should be avoided. If we maintain
the shoreline in its natural state, the
habitat certainly will remain very
desirable.

As you all know, fallen trees and
brush are very beneficial for our
fishery. The use of soaps and
lotions friendly to the environment is
a goal that we can all ascribe to this
year. Be very careful with your oil
and gasoline; spillage harms the
lake. Also, grass clippings belong on
the land and not in the lake.

If we all take a little care around
our lake, we will be much better off
in future years. Thank you for
caring.

BLACK OAK LAKE PRESERVATION
FOUNDATION

The beginning balance in the
coffers of the Black Oak Lake
Preservation Foundation, Inc. for the
2006-2007 was $2971.17. During
the year contributions of $450.00
and memorials of $715.00 added
$1165.00 for a total of $4136.17.

Brisk sales of Black Oak Lake
clothing handled by Elizabeth Eaton
and Kathy Gelb earned another
$1366.89 for the Foundation. Map
and placemat sales will continue to
be handled by our webmaster, Walt

Bates. After expenses of $212.57,
the April 2007 total is $5590.12

Take advantage of continuing
placemat and map sales and
clothing sales with new items added
this spring by Elizabeth and Kathy,
your personal shoppers. Every sale
benefits the Foundation. Remember
the Foundation when you celebrate
a special occasion or remember a
special person. Checks for the
Foundation MUST be made payable
to The Black Oak Preservation
Foundation, Inc. Do NOT make
them payable to BOLROA. The
Foundation is a 501©3 organization,
which allows the donor a tax
deduction. Contributions to
BOLROA are not eligible for a tax
deduction.

CONSERVE SCHOOL
OFFERS SUMMER
PROGRAMS

Conserve School will be offering
summer programs for students for
the second year. New this year will
be a Day Camp option for children
entering grades 1-5. The camp will
run on a weekly basis from June
18-July 28, Monday through Friday
from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The fee
for each week is $150.00 per
student and includes a morning and
afternoon snack and a nutritious
lunch each day. Discounts are
available for multiple weeks and
multiple children.

During the week of July 9-14,
the Missoula Children’s Theater will
be on campus to work on a
production of “The Little Mermaid.”
Children between the ages of seven
and seventeen will be able to
audition for a part in the play which
will be presented during two public
performances on Saturday, July 14.
Children do not have to be enrolled
in day camp to participate in the
theater week.

Please contact Director of
Summer Programs, Cathy Palmer at
547-1324 for fee information for
theater week and with questions
pertaining to any of Conserve
School’s summer programs.
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SAFETY:

Once again we plead for
responsible behavior on the water.
In airline flying I was amazed that a
serious accident nearly always
followed a string of close calls. It is
the same on water. Most of our
near-misses result from violations of
the 100’ / 200’ separation
requirement from rafts, docks, and
other boats. Please read the Lake
Courtesy Code under Lake
Information on the website for these
standards.

Would you believe we had a
person pulling skiers between a
neighbor’s raft and his shore - with
kids in the water! Any high speed
close to shore can be deadly and
owners are responsible for the
actions of their guests, children, and
renters. The incident referred to
above was committed by a renter.

There also seems to be lot of
skiing, tubing, and jet ski activity that
continues after sunset - especially in
the West Bay. This is both illegal
and dangerous. Our lake would
have a whole different appearance if
we have a serious on-water
accident. Don’t be the one whose
name is forever linked to such an
event.

VIGILANTE
PROGRAM

The 2007 Vigilante Program for
Black Oak Lake will become more
aggressive this year in order to help
insure that invasive species do not
find a home in our lake. Vigilantes
will monitor the entire lake shore in
search of anything that does not
belong there. Detailed inspection
reports will be entered into a data
base that will be maintained in the
future. If you are interested and
would like more information about
this program, please contact Joe
Beers.

ADAPTIVE LAKE MANAGEMENT PLAN
PHASE II

Phase II of the Black Oak Lake
Watershed Protection Program
Adaptive Lake Management Plan
has now been completed. Both
phases of this work were done
under the auspices of Wisconsin
DNR Lake Planning Grants and with
the able help of White Water
Associates, our consultant. The
newly completed Phase II report
encompasses everything that was in
Phase I and adds a considerable
amount of new information. It covers
Black Oak Lake History, Geology,
Water Quality, Fishery, Aquatic
Plants, Threats to the Lake and
much more.

The Phase ll report is available,
in its entirety, on our website (LAKE

INFORMATION > DNR Lake
Management). It is a 163 page pdf
file that can take an excessive
amount of time to download without
a high speed connection.

A printed version of the Phase II
report, in the same format as the
Phase I book, will be available for
purchase. If you wish to purchase
the new book it will be available at
our printing cost of $15.00 per copy.
We will accumulate orders up
through the BOLROA annual
meeting on June 30. Printed copies
should be available by mid July. If
you are interested in obtaining a
copy of the book, please let John
Annin know.
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