
Land O' Lakes, WI 54540 September 2007

2007-2008
EVENTS

September 23, 2007
Vintage Inn
5:00 p.m.

July 5, 2008
Town Hall
10:00 a.m.

July 4, 2008
Start: Boat Landing
4:00 p.m.

In Memoriam

Herman Ritzwoller
1914-2007

BOLROA Treasurer
1985-1996

Carolyn Duff
1942-2007

A NOTE FROM KATHY
Summer 2007 has been warm and the lake and vegetation are showing signs of the

heat. The lake is down almost 11 inches since the start of the season. The ferns are
brown and there are no green lawns except for those with irrigation. Leaves from birch
trees are dropping and the wild flowers are ahead of their bloom schedule.

A hearty bunch of float boat partiers gathered in Barbers Bay on July 12. Five boats
lashed together to have cocktails on the lake. It was a cold evening but the spirits were
high! Everyone brought their favorite beverages, food, dogs, grandchildren and lots of
cheer. What a wonderful way to socialize on the waters of Black Oak Lake. Many thanks
to Sara Beedie and Elizabeth Eaton for organizing the evening.

August 4th - The Annual Picnic was held at The Conserve School’s Lowenstein
Recreational Center. Stefan Anderson and his wife Jennifer extended their gracious
hospitality to our Black Oak Lake community. Many thanks go to Sharon Basten and her
mother D. Caruso who organized the Annual Picnic and to Dirk Meyers who helped with
reservations.

The Board of Directors has been busy with the topic of
Eurasian watermilfoil. It is the first and foremost problem facing

our lake. At the July Annual Meeting we heard the concerns of
many lake members about the no wake zone and traffic in
West Bay. The board subsequently voted to address the
issue of traffic in West Bay without including the DNR. At
this time, the Board has sent a letter to several aquatic
plant specialists to answer our questions about boat traffic
and its effects on milfoil establishment in our lake. The
information provided by the experts will be posted on our

website when it becomes available.

The Board would like all boaters on the lake to take care
in West Bay. The water is low and more weeds are reaching the

top and are easily ripped up with motors and sailboat centerboards.
If the plants are pulled by their roots, they leave an exposed lake bottom

where Eurasian watermilfoil can easily take root. Please use caution and consideration
when boating in West Bay and other areas with weeds.

Ted Ritter, Vilas County Invasive Species Coordinator, addressed the August Board
Meeting and gave us new ideas about monitoring the boat landing. The boat landing
inspections are our most important line of defense in preventing Eurasian watermilfoil
from entering our lake.

Team Milfoil addressed the picnic crowd with the message to sign up for boat landing
inspection duty. It is an easy task and you will be rewarded. Call Dirk Meyer and sign up
for a slot on the schedule. Your time at the landing is the most important thing you can do
to insure that Black Oak Lake will remain beautiful for future generations. Be a good
steward of our beautiful resource.

Enjoy the rest of the summer season.

SILENT AUCTION

A silent auction to benefit the
Black Oak Lake Preservation
Foundation was added to the Annual
Picnic, and what fun it was! We
received many wonderful donations
from generous BOLROA members
such as antique boat rides, fishing
tackle, dock party fixings, wine, jewelry,
hooked rug, personalized cocktail
napkins and gift certificates. The
bidding was fast and furious and added
to the excitement of the picnic. When
the final bids were in at 7pm, the total
profits were almost $2200. Thanks to
all of you who donated such fun,
unique items and to those who so
generously opened their check books,
all to benefit Black Oak Lake.

INDEPENDENCE DAY BOAT PARADE

Congrats to the winners! In the Pontoon Boat category the Beers Family won the
traveling trophy for their float devoted to AIS. The Madigans were second followed by the
Zanes in third. Both of them wished Land O’ Lakes a Happy 100th Birthday. The
Hesselmans took first in the Small Boats with the Pirates of BOLROA followed by Dirk
Meyer’s Loon and the Barnums hilarious Moon the Loons.
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BOLROA BOARD
OF DIRECTORS
2007-2008
Kathy Gelb, President
Elizabeth Eaton, Vice
President
Parry Hesselman, Treasurer
Barbara Hook, Secretary
Tom Allman
Sara Beedie
Joe Beers
Kay MacDonald
Dirk Meyer
Bob Pierce
Jim Thomas

NOMINATING
COMMITTEE
Mary Thomas, Chairman
Mark Basten

IS THE WATER LEVEL LOW OR WHAT?

This year has seen the lowest water
level in many years. Accurate readings
started seven years ago and we are now
below any of those (check website under
LAKE INFORMATION > WATER LEVEL
HISTORY). It is tempting to attribute our
current level to the lack of rain but DNR
records prove that winter snowfall is far
more responsible for lake levels than
summer rain. Interestingly, pictures from
the 1930s and the 1950s show even lower
levels and many folks recall such times.

The Ordinary High Water Mark
(OHWM) is a DNR determined level used
as a basis for building setbacks and many

other things. It is also the limit of your
property ownership. On Black Oak Lake
this level is at 45” above the reference
used for the levels shown on the website –
a height rarely reached by the actual water
level. We are now (mid-August) 27” below
our OHWM. This means that there is a
good bit of land in front of your property
that you don’t own. But Wisconsin is one of
the few states that grant riparian owners
the right of exclusive use of such land. You
can’t fence it but you can post NO
TRESPASSING signs. This is all spelled
out on our website (click on DNR > then do
a search for “OHWM”.)

THE RETURN OF THE
BLACK OAK LAKE REGATTA

On Sunday, August
12th the Black Oak Lake
Regatta made its return,
after a 5 year hiatus. With
plenty of wind and much
enthusiasm, two races
where held. Dirk Meyers,
showing incredible sailing
skill and performing
daring sailing maneuvers,
took home the Black Oak
Lake sailing trophy this
year as the regatta
winner. After the regatta,
sailors and spectators
met on the beach to
share stories and enjoy
hot dogs grilled by master
chef Fred Madigan. All
involved agreed it was a
truly “Good Time!”

BLACK OAK LAKE PRESERVATION FOUNDATION UPDATE

Thanks to the efforts of many of you,
the Black Oak Lake Preservation
Foundation is alive and well and it is
growing. As of August 15, our checking
account totaled $7,062.02 while our
savings account totaled $5,270.06. We
give our collective accolades to all of you
who have contributed so generously to our
Preservation Foundation.

As a matter of interest, since January
1, clothing sales have netted nearly $1100,
donations have reached $1350, the picnic
auction contributed $2195, and the maps,
placemats, and directories have given us a
gross amount of $567. These figures are
all incorporated in the figures noted above
in our checking and savings accounts.

Clothing sales continue under the able
leadership of Elizabeth Eaton and Kathy
Gelb. When you purchase our Black Oak
Lake clothing with our logo, each purchase
benefits our Preservation Foundation. By
looking your best, you benefit all of us.
Look for another email opportunity to order
in October for holiday delivery. The sales
of our placemats, maps, and directories
will continue to be handled by Walt Bates.
We have a very good supply of our
directories. What better way to keep in
touch with your friends than through the
use of our directories.

As we have indicated previously, the
Black Oak Lake Preservation Foundation
is a 501(c)3 organization. Therefore, any
donation that you give directly to the
Foundation is tax deductible. If you wish to
make a donation (and we hope that you
will), your check must be made payable
directly to the Foundation with a separate
check. We don’t want to make it difficult for
you to contribute but rules are rules are
rules.

Once again, our hats are off to all
those who have contributed. It is a
wonderful way to ensure that Black Oak
Lake will survive; hopefully, in much the
same way as we remember discovering it
in the past.

50 YEAR PIN

We now have a total of 64 lake
members who have qualified for our 50
year pin. Amazing! We are very fortunate
indeed. From what I hear, there are
probably several more people who qualify
for this milestone. We have a number of
pins left just waiting
for a new home.
Please contact me
if you have any
questions, or,
better yet, if you
qualify for one of
our pins.
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BOAT LANDING BOAT INSPECTION

As I mentioned, Ted Ritter, Vilas
County AIS Coordinator, addressed our
August Board meeting and discussed
several ways we could make our boat
landing inspection program more effective.
One suggestion was the printing of cards
that could be placed on boaters
windshields at the public beach stating that
their trailer had been inspected while they
were on the lake and it
was either clean or
contained plant or
animal fragments.
(See sample on the
left). This proactive
effort demonstrates we
are watching those
who come into our
lake and are making
every effort to prevent
the establishment of
invasive species. It is
a simple way to help
protect our lake. If you
are interested in
helping with this
project, please call
me. I have a supply of
cards, can easily
explain the
responsibilities to you
and you can make
inspections on your next trip to the Post
Office or Bent’s! A committee of the Board
is researching several other ideas and you
will hear more about these plans in the
months to come.

In the mean time, we had a close call
with Eurasian watermilfoil on Saturday,
August 4th! Bill Hall inspected a boat and
trailer operated by an Eagle River guide
service prior to launching and the vehicles
appeared clean. However, once the boat
was in the water, Bill noticed that weeds
had been caught between the boat and
trailer. Unfortunately, it was Eurasian

watermilfoil. Hopefully,
there were no other
fragments attached to
the boat's bottom and
those Bill cleaned off the
trailer were on only ones
brought to Black Oak.

For your
information, Wisconsin
law prohibits launching a
boat or placing a trailer
in navigable water if it
has aquatic plants or
zebra mussels attached.
Law enforcement,
including our DNR
warden Nicole Nikolaus
(nikoln@dnr.state.wi.us.
) can issue citations with
penalties up to $180 for
the first offense and
$250 for the second

offense. Nicole, as well as Bob Pierce, Joe
Beers, Walt Bates, and Ed Hook are
trained in identification of invasive species
and can verify any plant material of a
dubious nature.

ATV’S IN VILAS
COUNTY?

About a month ago a lakewide
email was sent asking the following
questions and we would love to hear
from those of you who either haven’t
responded or who do not have access to
the internet. Please review the following
and either email, call or send me your
written response. We value your opinion.

•Do you believe BOLROA
should take a public
position on ATV trails for
recreational purposes on
public lands and roadways
in Vilas County?

•Would you be in favor of
the Board, on behalf of the
organization, drafting a
letter to the Vilas County
Board of Supervisors
stating our position?

•If you believe we should go
on record stating our
position, are you in favor of
or in opposition to the
development of ATV trails
on public lands and
roadways in Vilas County?

ZEBRA MUSSELS
INFESTATION!

Ann Hruska, of Dickinson
Conservation District in Kingsford, MI, has
announced that an early stage infestation
of Zebra mussels has been confirmed in
Chicagon Lake in Iron County, MI.
Chicagon Lake is located approximately 35
miles east of Phelps, between Iron River
and Crystal Falls.

The fact that no Zebra mussels have
yet been found in WI north of Lake
Metonga was reason to hope that water
chemistry in northern WI lakes is not
suitable for this species. This new
discovery in nearby Chicagon Lake
reinforces the importance of not getting too
comfortable with that theory. We must
assume we are still at risk until the water
chemistry theory is confirmed.

Remember, there is no known method
of effectively controlling Zebra mussels.
Prevention is our only hope at this point.

BOLROA
TREASURER’S
REPORT

BOLROA Account Balances
(as of August 20, 2007)

General Checking ..$1,225.52
(Includes Ski Fund)

Ski Fund....................$648.10
(sub account included in General
Checking)

General Savings ...$14,376.95

Black Oak Lake
Preservation Foundation, Inc.

Checking: ...............$1,147.02
Savings:................$11,270.06

BLACK OAK LAKE
HISTORY

By the time this newsletter reaches its
readership, all the lake history interviews
will have been conducted. Frank and
Margaret were unable to see everyone on
a face-to-face basis, so an email was sent
out to the missing interviewees to get their
contributions to any part of the history.

The history should be ready for the
printer by late fall, which means copies
should be available in the spring for
returning, or year-round lake residents.
Once sales begin and BOLROA hears
from those unable to make it to Black Oak
next summer, then the writer will make
arrangements for shipping copies to
absentees.

It’s been an exhilarating time, meeting
and talking with such a diverse lake
clientele! Out of the many conversations
will come an account which will help make
sense out of what we’re all about.

Sample Inspection Form
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CHECK OUT THE WEBSITE UPGRADES
to www.blackoaklake.com

If you haven’t navigated our site for a
while (or even if you have!) check out
some new additions such as LAKE
INFORMATION > THE NIGHT SKY OVER
BLACK OAK LAKE. You can find the
precise times for Moonrise or Sunset over
our lake. You can see the schedule for
overflights of the International Space
Station which is now the brightest object in
the night sky except for the moon. Also, we
are approaching a few years of increased
Northern Lights activity and the site gives
you a day or so forecast of a display of the
Aurora Borealis. There is also more
explanation than you probably ever wanted
to read as to the nature of the
phenomenon. Another expanded section is
the one on INVASIVE SPECIES. Peruse

that one to get up to speed on what is
probably the biggest threat Black Oak Lake
faces. Beginning this summer, we will also
post the minutes from the BOLROA Board
meetings, so if you want to see what your
Board is doing for you, check it out. And
while you’re missing Black Oak Lake this
winter play the Loon Call background
sounds under LAKE INFORMATION >
GAVIA IMMER (Loons).

By the way, if you’re wondering what
this site is costing us…….don’t. All the
organizational time is being volunteered
and the hosting service charges us $12 per

year which is also donated. There may be
no such thing as a free lunch but we have
a free website.

LET’S GET
VIGILANT!

The earlier invasive species are found
the better the chances of controlling them.
The vigilantes are a critical line of defense
in monitoring the Black Oak shoreline and
shallow waters in search of anything that
does not belong. We have been fortunate
so far but much more work needs to be
done. Eurasian milfoil grows all year and
all of BOLROA needs to be vigilant Be
familiar with your shore, know the plants
growing there, protect them from harm and
notify Joe Beers if anything suspicious
turns up. We all are the 1st. line of defense
protecting our beautiful lake for the future.
In 2008 will you volunteer 1-2 hours a
month from May through September and
monitor part of the shore in addition to your
own? There has never been a more critical
time to act. Right now Black Oak Lake
needs you as much as you need it.

CANOES WANTED

Do you have an old Canoe in your
garage, basement or storage locker that is
just collecting dust? Perhaps you have
upgraded from an aluminum Grumman or
Alumacraft to a lighter weight Polyethylene
or Kevlar canoe and don’t know what to do
with your old canoe. Conserve School is
looking to enlarge its fleet of aluminum
canoes. Your old canoe can have a
second life here at Conserve School where
it will play an important role in our outdoor
activities program. Additionally, you may
be able to count the fair market value of
your canoe as a tax deductible donation.

If you would like to donate a used
canoe (or make a cash donation towards
the purchase of new canoes) please
contact Stefan Anderson at 715-547-1308
or via e-mail at
Stefan.Anderson@ConserveSchool.org.

Note: For canoes in Wisconsin,
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, the Chicago
area, or the Minneapolis/St. Paul area
Conserve School may be able to arrange
transportation of donated canoes to the
school.

PICNIC FUN!!

Kayaks, canoes and RAVE reviews!
Impeccable food and great moods!
Bullfrogs and great tasting hot dogs! A
beautiful setting with no fretting!

On behalf of BOLROA and guests I
would like to express our thanks to Stefan
Anderson and Conserve School for hosting
the BOLROA picnic on Saturday, August
4th, 2007. The food was delicious and the
staff was polite and professional. In total
there were 147 adults, 21 children and 5
under the age of 5, in addition to 17
members of the Conserve School
community.

A big thanks to Stefan and Jennifer
Anderson for their hard work, the picnic
was a huge success and the event went off
without a hitch.
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2007 PRINTED
DIRECTORY
REVISIONS

Yep, it is only a few months old and
already has some revisions. The two
directories on Black Oak’s website (click
on PROPERTY DIRECTORY > BY
PROPERTY NUMBER and
ALPHABETICAL) are always corrected as
soon as I get new information. Any
revisions to the current printed directory

next to your telephone are in a paragraph
following the last name in the website
alphabetical directory. Check that now for
new telephone data on the following:
Erickson, Ramona Hill, Hoeft, Klieve, Cliff
Loader, Morrison, Spinner, Travis, and
Bruce Vineyard. There are also about ten
E-mail changes and a couple of new
members. Do your part to keep these
directories current by emailing any
changes to me at Waterbirds@aol.com.
And if you want additional copies of the

new printed directory
e-mail that request
to me as well – they
are $3 each plus
about $1.50 postage
for any size order. I
also have the
laminated and
cardboard
placemats – see the
website under BOL
CLOTHING and
MAPS.

CULVER LAWSUIT DISMISSED

On behalf of Conserve School’s
students, staff, and trustees I would like to
thank the Black Oak Lake community for
their support in response to the lawsuit
brought by the Culver Educational
Foundation against Conserve School. That
lawsuit filed against Conserve School and
its trustees in late 2005 by The Culver
Educational Foundation is over. Culver
decided to dismiss it with no payment from
Conserve School or anyone else.

The lawsuit had proceeded through
what is called the “discovery phase” and
both sides had exchanged a great many
documents in a process designed to let
each party evaluate its case. When we had
essentially completed our production of
documents, Culver informed us that it no
longer wished to pursue the claims it had
made. Culver agreed to dismiss the case,
and the judge entered the dismissal order
on May 25, 2007.

We are pleased that Culver reached
this conclusion. Although we were
confident of the outcome if the case
proceeded, it is always good to avoid the
expense and effort that litigation like this
requires. We are also hopeful that this step
by Culver will allow us to put the relations

between two excellent schools on a better
footing going forward.

Throughout this entire process, the
support of the community has been
overwhelming and inspiring, and I want
once again to express my thanks for it. We
are now at the beginning of our sixth
school year at Conserve School with 122
students from 15 states and 17 foreign
countries. It is great to be beginning the
year without the lawsuit diverting our
attention from our students and our
mission.

2007 -2008 SCHOOL YEAR
PERFORMING ARTS SERIES

To reserve or purchase tickets, call 715-547-1332 or visit our website at
www.ConserveSchool.org. Dinner will be available from 5:30 – 6:30 prior to

each show. Adults $12.00 Children 5-12 $6.00, under 5 free.
• Barry Hanson - September 12, 7:00 p.m. (Speaker, Alternative Energy) Free admission

• The Millers - September 21, 7:00 p.m. (Family Jazz Band)
Tickets: Adults $18.00, Children 5-12 $9.00, under 5 free.

• John Harlin – October 24, 7:00 p.m. (Speaker, Author, Mountain climer) Free admission

• Conserve School Musical - November 15 and 16, 7:00 p.m.
(Student Presentation) Free admission, tickets required.

• In the Footsteps of Grey Owl: An Ancient Forest Journey November 28, 7:00 p.m.
(Speakers – Canadian Environmentalists Joanie and Gary McGuffin) Free admission.

• Fine Arts Student Performance - December 15, 7:00 p.m. (Student Presentation) Free admission.

• One Man’s River - February 6, 7:00 p.m. (One man play) Free admission

• Conserve School Play - March 13 and 14, 7:00 p.m.
(Student Presentation) Free admission, tickets required.

• Barrage - April 6, 7:00 p.m. (High-energy group that combines music, song and dance)
Tickets: $18.00 adults, $9.00 children 5-12, under 5 free.

• Jean Feraca of Wisconsin Public Radio’s - April 23, 7:00 p.m.
(Speaker) Free admission.

• Fine Arts Student Performance - April 26, 7:00 p.m. (Student Presentation) Free admission.

• Kevin McMullin, Randy Sabien and Friends - May 9, 7:00 p.m.
(Musical quartet presenting traditional fiddle tunes, sizzling jazz western swing and others)
Tickets: Adults $18.00, Children 5-12 $9.00, under 5 free.

LIFESTYLE OF
EURASIAN
WATERMILFOIL

Aliens are near our shores! We have
all been hearing about Eurasian Water
Milfoil (EWM) but what don’t we like about
its lifestyle? For one thing, they don’t
produce winter buds or tubers but can
overwinter and begin growing profusely in
the early spring. The first flowering cycle
occurs early in the growing season with
fruit production, fragmentation and floating
to new locations to take root. Another way
life can begin for this plant is a small
fragment of stem drifting across the lake
can develop roots and branches while
afloat and then establish a new population
when near shore. All of this can lead to
thick underwater stands of tangled stems
and vast mats of vegetation at the water’s
surface. Often, with the EWM in place, the
shading of native plants gives this invader
a further competitive advantage. It seems
once this EWM is established, it is
impossible to completely eradicate it.
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