
Land O' Lakes, WI 54540                                                                                                     September 2006

2006-2007
EVENTS

Sunday, September 24, 2006
Vintage Inn Gateway Lodge
5 pm

Saturday, June 30, 2007
Town Hall
10:00 am

July 4, 2007
Start: Boat Landing
4 p.m.

August 4, 2007
Conserve School

A NOTE FROM SARA
Fall is upon us! The leaves are

changing, days are cooler and the
lake is missing the sounds of small
children delighting in its waters. It’s
hard to believe another Black Oak
summer is over, I hope you and
yours made lots of wonderful
memories on our special lake.  In
order to keep abreast of lake news
that affects you, I invite you to take a
few minutes and peruse this issue of
our newsletter. Inside you’ll find
updates on items such as invasive
species, lake history, website, and
our ever popular social events.
Especially informative is the article
by Susan Knight explaining their
recent plant survey which is a
component of our DNR Grant
received through the efforts of John
Annin. Sounds like our Black Oak
ecosystem continues to thrive!

Thanks to each of you who took
advantage of the Black Oak clothing

fundraiser for the Preservation
Foundation. For those of you who
missed it, you’ll have another
chance to purchase reasonably
priced Black Oak Lake T-shirts,
sweats, and other cool stuff in time
for holiday gift giving. It’s a win-win
deal… your family can proudly wear
Black Oak clothing and the
Preservation Foundation will be in
better fiscal shape to sustain the
richness and beauty of our beloved
lake into the future.

Thanks also to all the volunteers
who have worked on BOLROA
committees this year. We appreciate
you sharing your time and talents for
the betterment of Black Oak Lake.
As always, feel free to contact me or
any Board member with any issues
or concerns...

Wishing you and your family a
happy and healthy winter!

In Memoriam

Perry Thomas Eaton, Jr.
(1927-2006)

Uncle of
Elizabeth and Nancy Eaton.

BLACK OAK LOGO CLOTHING

As a fundraiser for the Black
Oak Lake Preservation Foundation,
Inc, the Board is offering clothing
emblazoned with our lovely lake
name and outline, with five dollars
per item being donated to the
Foundation. The work of the
Foundation is to focus on
maintaining our water quality,
enhancing our recreational
opportunities and watching our
ecosystem carefully.

The response to the sale of the
logo clothing has been tremendous.
One hundred seventy-seven items
were ordered the first time. Thank
you to those who so eagerly

purchased T-shirts, hooded
sweatshirts, caps, wind shirts, polo
shirts, chambray shirts and all the
other items.

Clothing orders can be placed
by the end of October for a
November delivery. This order will
be mailed to your home at an
additional cost and will arrive just in
time for Christmas gift giving. Next
summer we will continue to take
orders monthly. The information is
on the web site and an email will be
sent to all BOLROA members. If you
have any questions, please contact
Kathy Gelb or Elizabeth Eaton.

VIGILANTE
PROGRAM

The purpose of this program
is to work in conjunction with
boat landing inspections to
identify as soon as possible any
aquatic invasive species that
may get into Black Oak Lake.
Currently, the lake shore is
divided into 13 sections and
volunteers are monitoring each
section. So far, no invasive
species have been found. If you
can volunteer time to help with
this important task, please
contact Joe Beers.
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BOLROA BOARD
OF DIRECTORS
2006-2007
Sara Beedie, President
Kathy Gelb, Vice President
Parry Hesselman, Treasurer
Barbara Hook, Secretary
Tom Allman
Walt Bates
Joe Beers
Elizabeth Eaton
Bill Hall
Jim Thomas
Frank Surpless

NOMINATING
COMMITTEE
Boo Loader
Fred Madigan
Mary Thomas

LAKESHORE CLEAN UP DAY

............GIVE ME MY SOLUTION

This was the call that
went round the lake on July 17th.
What an opportunity to complete our
very first Black Oak Clean Up Day!

It was a terrific opportunity. More
than 20 clean-up volunteers, callers
and boat guards assembled quickly.
People called to say I have pier

sections — I have a shore station — I

have an old boat. Ten homeowners
took advantage of the power of the
Black Oak clean-up crew, the
expertise of Jim and his men and the
heavy equipment at the Lommens. If
you haven’t traveled around the lake
since July 17 you are in for a
wonderful surprise. We have
reclaimed our beautiful natural -
looking shoreline.

But boy did we miscalculate.
is not the right way to

calculate a bill or an amount of
debris.

We asked, “How much do you
want us to pick up?”
You answered, “ Oh not very much.”
You asked, “ How much will it cost?”
“Oh not very much,” we answered.
We asked Jim, “How much will it
cost?”
He answered, “How much do you
have?”
“Not very much,” we answered.
“Won’t cost very much then,”
answered Jim.

We have learned that
is a dependable measure

for either a bill or accumulated and
unused items on the shore. We were
dumbfounded at the gigantic pile of
stuff we gathered and Jim found our
debris required the use of his
equipment in a different way to attack
the pile, get it up the bank and into
the dump truck. The result was an
unexpected — but certainly fair — bill
of $1100.

As was announced at the Annual
Meeting, each participating
homeowner expected to be spared

any charge for labor but did
expect a charge for the disposal
fee. The BOLROA Board prorated
the charges for each homeowner
and has delivered each bill. The
Board also decided that because
we were mistakenly operating on
the ,
that, this time, half the $1100.00
fee should come from BOLROA.
Some homeowners have paid
their entire portion of the bill. You
can count on the next Clean-Up
Day plan to have a better-
prepared pick-up and disposal
billing system.

We think you will agree that
the many hours your neighbors
worked to beautify the shoreline is
a benefit to all of us who live here
and that BOLROA funds are well
spent to beautify the shoreline.

North—south—-east or
west—-BOLROA is at work for
everyone.

BLACK OAK HISTORY
The Black Oak Lake history project is moving along nicely.  Margaret and I

have been conducting interviews all over the lake, and, without exception, each
family has offered interesting and scintillating material which should be of
interest to everyone. By far the most abundant source of tales and stories is
what we call family lore, perhaps more accurately described as oral history.
Fond memories come to light and they, in turn, lead to other connected stories;
the rampaging bear, the practical jokes, the moments of solitude and awe,
escapades on the water, and just plain feelings, strong feelings, toward the lake
itself.

We hope to complete half of our interviews either before the first snow falls
or the laptop batteries catch fire, whichever comes last. If you haven’t been
interviewed yet and want to pass on to us in advance some of your stories,
please email them to surps4550@aol.com. And of course we still welcome
pictures from yesteryear of general interest to us all.

NEW BOLROA DIRECTORY

We are planning to have a new
BOLROA Directory by next spring. The
directory will incorporate all the change
sheets that have been sent to you with
each of the newsletters. Please make
sure that all of your personal
information is correct. Our directory will
be just as accurate as the information
that you give to us.

In addition, we will have a new
picture on the front cover. If you have a

picture that you believe would be
suitable for our front cover and would
like to share it with us, please send it to
me. If there are a number of good
pictures, perhaps we can have a
contest to see who the best
photographer is in our midst. Dairy
Maid has promised to provide the best
dessert that they have to offer to the
winner. Of course, you will be
recognized for your efforts.
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JULY, 2006 — PLANT SURVEY ON BLACK OAK LAKE

August 2006: We had
spectacular weather for performing
our plant survey on Black Oak Lake
last month. Drs. Dean Premo, Dave
Tiller, and Susan Knight collected
data in one boat while Walt Bates,
John Annin, and  Bob Pierce
assisted from a second boat.

The Protocol: This survey
protocol is called a point-intercept
sampling scheme because we collect
data all over the lake, instead of
sampling along a few straight lines
laid out perpendicular to the shore
(as we did in our routine sampling
prior to 2005). First we lay a grid, like
a sheet of graph paper, over a map
of the lake - all done electronically.
Dr. Jen Hauxwell, an aquatic
biologist with the DNR’s Integrated
Science Services, receives requests
and determines the number of
sampling points (how close the grid
lines are to each other), depending
on the acreage of the lake, the depth
contours of the lake, and how
convoluted the shoreline is. There is
a latitude and longitude associated
with each intersection point on the
grid. These coordinates are loaded
into a computer file and then loaded
into a GPS unit.

The Black Oak Lake Survey:
Armed with our GPS unit (loaded
with GPS points spread over the
lake), a couple of sampling rakes,
and empty data sheets, we headed
out to the lake. In launching the boat
we encountered the team of Dirk
Meyer and Fritz Hill inspecting boats
for invasive plants! Wonderful! Our
sampling rake is a double-headed
metal rake secured to a pole
expandable to 15’. For deeper points,
we use another double-headed rake
weighted and attached to a rope. The
boat driver (Dr. Premo) used the
GPS unit to navigate to each
preselected point, sometimes having
to skip points too shallow or too
choked with plants. Dean called out
the depth from his electronic depth
finder, and the raker (Dr. Knight)
used the rake-on-a-pole (if the depth
was less than 15 feet) or the

rake-on-a-rope to scrape the lake
bottom and haul up the catch. The
raker called out the depth and
sediment type (muck, sand or rock).
She then identified each plant caught
on the rake, and gave each species
an abundance rating of 1 (few
plants), 2, or 3 (overflowing the rake).
The recorder (Dr. Tiller) recorded all
the data and kept track of what had
been and still needed to be sampled.

Results: We started in the west
bay and immediately found a wide
diversity of plants. One of the first
species we encountered was purple
bladderwort, a very interesting
carnivorous plant that eats mostly
zooplankton (the way a pitcher plant
eats mostly flying insects). We had to
skip a number of sites in this bay as
it was heavily choked with water-lilies
and the protocol demands that if we
cannot reach a point by motoring or
fairly easy paddling, we skip it in the
interest of time.

We gradually moved east,
coming into some deeper areas of
the lake, with a bit less diversity. In
deep lakes, such as Black Oak,
plants will not grow below a certain
depth. In each lake, this depth will be
different, mostly due to differences in
water clarity. We must sample many
deep points before we can be sure
we have identified the maximum
rooting depth. In Black Oak Lake, we
sampled everything less than 25’ in
depth. Once this maximum plant
depth was established, we watched
the depth finder and did not sample
deeper points. In Black Oak Lake,
that meant that we did not sample
over half of our assigned points. This
was taken into consideration when
the points were assigned so we still
had good coverage of the lake.

We found the following species
in the lake, but have not worked up
all the information we will be able to
glean from the spatial aspect of the
data.

Black Oak Lake Aquatic Plant
Species List from Survey conducted

on July 10 and 11, 2006 by Drs.
Susan Knight, David Tiller, and Dean
Premo

1. filamentous algae
2. Brasenia schreberi,Watershield
3. Chara , Muskgrasses
4. Elatine minima,Waterwort
5. Eleocharis acicularis, needle

spikerush
6. Elodea canadensis, Common

waterweed
7. Isoetes sp.
8. Juncus palocarpus f. submersus,

Brown-fruited rush
9. Lobelia dortmanna,Water lobelia

10. Megalodonta beckii,Water
marigold

11. Myriophyllum alterniflorum,
Alternate-leaved water milfoil

12. Myriophyllum sibiricum, Northern
water milfoil

13. Myriophyllum tenellum, Dwarf
water milfoil

14. Najas flexilis, Bushy pondweed
15. Nitella sp., Nitella or Stonewort
16. Nymphaea odorata, White water

lily
17. Polygonum amphibium, Water

smartweed
18. Pontederia cordata,

Pickerelweed
19. Potamogeton amplifolius,

Large-leaf pondweed
20. Potamogeton gramineus,

Variable pondweed
21. Potamogeton natans,

Floating-leaf pondweed
22. Potamogeton pusillus, Small

pondweed
23. Potamogeton robbinsii,

Robbins pondweed
24. Sparganium americanum,

American bur-reed
25. Utricularia purpurea, Large

purple bladderwort
26. Vallisneria americana, Wild

celery
27. Nuphar variegata, Yellow pond

lily (observed, but not recorded on

sample points)

This represents an excellent
diversity of plants and these species
are typical of a healthy, low to
moderately fertile lake. We found no
invasive plant species. You have a
beautiful lake!
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ALL ARE INVITED TO THE CONSERVE SCHOOL UPCOMING
EVENTS

September 13, 2006 — 7:00 pm

This program is presented by
composer, songwriter and sound
designer, Dennis Hysom. Free
admission.

September 23, 2006 — 7:00 pm

chronicles the history
of the forest service with music and
pictures. Tickets are $18.00 for
adults and $9.00 for children 12 and
under. A prime rib dinner will be
available.

October 6, 2006 — 7:00 pm

Enjoy dessert
and coffee in the beautiful Gathering
Space as Conserve School music
students present various

instrumental solos and duets. Free
admission.

November 9 & 10, 2006 — 7:00 pm

This play, presented
by Conserve School drama students
tells the story of writer, Henry David
Thoreau and how in 1846 he spent
a night in jail for not paying his
taxes. Free admission.

November 29, 2006 — 7:00 pm

Richard Roshon tells the story of his
life with North Pacific Humpback
Whales through slides and video
taken from his kayak. Free
admission.

December 9th, 2006 — 7:00 pm

Enjoy this

performance by Conserve School
music students as the choir and
various instrumental groups present
the sounds of the season.

February 2, 2007 — 7:00 pm

Mark Jenkins will share
the story of his six-week journey
across northern Afghanistan. He
traveled through the Wakhan
Corridor, the forgotten mountain
passageway that connects the
Middle East with the Far East. Free
admission.

Note: Dinner will be available from
5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at a cost of
$10.00 for adults and $5.00 for children
12 and under at each performance.
Free refreshments will be served after
each presentation. Contact Jennifer
Anderson at 547-1300.

BOLROA
TREASURER’S
REPORT

BOLROA Account Balances
(as of August 25, 2006)

General Checking .$5595.55
(Includes Ski Fund)

Ski Fund....................$902.85
General Savings ......$7293.99
Includes DNR Grant balance not
spent)

DNR Grant Balance ..$843.95
Fish Fund Savings..$2,592.96

Black Oak Lake
Preservation Foundation, Inc.

Checking: ...............$1,217.85
Savings:..................$2,618.95

Paid Members
2006......................138
2005......................158
2004......................125
2003......................153
2002......................132

BLACK OAK LAKE WEBSITE

Our www.blackoaklake.com
continues to evolve. Recall that the
codes for the Property Directory
access are username “B” and
password “LOONS”. Please keep
me posted (at waterbirds@aol.com)
with directory updates and I will edit
them in promptly. We are working
on a new section to be called “Side
Trips”. Most of us have favorite area
hikes, canoe trips, etc, that others
might like to know about. Please
write up a paragraph or so (including

digital photos if appropriate)
describing your favorites including
any agility requirements as well.
Feel free to suggest additional
subjects for website pages and the
Miscellaneous External Links
section. And don’t forget to
occasionally check the sections for
Announcements and Classified Ads.
I will send out a lake-wide email
when something significant is
posted.



5

LAMINATED BLACK OAK LAKE
PLACEMATS AND COLOR PRINTS

Updated laminated Lake Placemats and laser prints on
greeting card stock are now available in 11" x 17" or
proportionately smaller sizes. A laminated placemat would be
handy to keep in your boat for touring as all the owners’
names are on the front. The prices are $4 for a laminated
placemat and $3 for a color print plus mailing cost. Profit
benefits the Lake Preservation Foundation. Order from me at
waterbirds@aol.com

BOLROA DUES AND
DONATIONS

Thank you to all BOLROA
members who have paid their 2006
membership dues! We’re still
looking for about 30 of you
homeowners out there who haven’t
paid this year – wouldn’t it be great if
we could achieve 100%
participation!!! Don’t be the lone
holdout; send in your dues today!!
BOLROA needs you and you need
BOLROA. Complete the enclosed
form and send your 2006 dues of
$25 today. If you are uncertain if you
have paid, give me a call at
547-6323 or email me at
bdsfish@aol.com.

Additionally, don’t forget the
Black Oak Lake Preservation
Foundation, Inc., a 501(c)(3)
organization whose purpose is to
preserve and protect the water
quality, recreational features and
ecosystem of our lake. As the gift
giving season approaches, what a
wonderful opportunity to remember
or honor someone with a tax free
donation to the Foundation in their
name. Remember, all donations to
the Foundation are tax deductible
and must be accompanied by a
separate check made payable to the
Black Oak lake Preservation
Foundation

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

This summer’s Aquatic Invasive
Species (“AIS“) boat and trailer
inspection program has been very
successful. Our volunteers, families,

and friends have talked with nearly
two hundred boaters including a
couple of float plane pilots. Over
95% of the contacts had prior
knowledge of AIS and AIS
prevention programs.

Our work has only begun. An
alarming number of boats had
recently been on an AIS infested
lake prior to launching in Black Oak
Lake. Most were clean but others
were not. We are currently awaiting
test results of suspicious weeds
taken off a boat that had recently
been on AIS infested North Twin
Lake in Phelps.

It is this time of year that
Eurasian Water Milfoil forms large
thick mats on the top of the lake
water and is susceptible to being
chopped up and clinging to many
parts of a boat and anchor.

We need more volunteers for
September. If you have not
volunteered, I believe you’ll enjoy
talking to boaters about our lake.
Call me so that I can add your name
to the calendar. Bill Hall 547-6875

INEDPENDENCE DAY BOAT PARADE
RESULTS...CONGRATULATIONS TO...
Pontoon Class:

Second Place .......The Black Oak Hookers
Third Place ...........Sundberg's Captain Mustard

Non Pontoon Class:

Second Place ....... Bates' Flag
Third Place ........... Annins' FBI Search

SAFETY ON THE
WATER

As usual, most close calls on
the lake this summer were
caused by violations of the 100’
separation rule (200’ for personal
water craft) from anchored /
occupied boats and rafts or
docks. There was also a fatality
on Little St Germain Lake
involving one of those “flying”
tubes that have since been
recalled.

There also seems to be a lot
of skiing / tubing / jet ski activity
that continues after sunset -
especially in the West Bay. This
is both illegal and quite risky. Our
lake would have a whole different
feel if we have a serious
on-the-water accident. Don’t be
the one whose name is forever
attached to such an event.
Mostly, it is renters or our kids
and their friends who are the
violators.
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