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Black' Oak Lake Riparian Owners Association 2006 Annual Board Meeting 
Land 0' Lakes Town Hall 
July 1, 2006 
The meeting was held at the Town Hall and was called to order by president Walt Bates at lOam. 
The meeting began with the singing of the BOLROA theme song, which was digitally filmed for the website. 
Board Members attending: Joe Beers, Jim Thomas, Grace White, Nancy O'Brien, Ed Hook, Bill Hall, and Walt Bates, John Annin, Parry Hesselman, and Frank Surpless. 
Absent Sara Beedie 
The following deceased members were remembered, Chuck Bates, Jr., John Knaak, Irene Peterson, Ralph Thomas, and Dolores Radler 
Minutes trom the 2005 Annual Board Meeting were approved. 
Rezoning (Walt Bates): 
Walt opened the meeting with great news that on November 8th, 2005, the Vilas County Supervisors voted 21 - 0 to rezone all the properties fronting Black Oak Lake to Single Family Residential Zoning. The only exclusions are four access strips owned by the Town of Land 0' Lakes, the public beach, and the canoe portage trail out of the west bay Walt presented the Vilas County Zoning Map dated 12/18/05 showing all of Black Oak Lake as rezoned residential only. 
Contributions to the rezoning effort came from 85 of the 109 owners on the lake. The remaining funds in the rezoning account will go into general fund and the sub-account will be closed 
The Association members thanked Walt for all his hard work to accomplish this important ruling on behalf of Black Oak Lake 
Treasurer's Report (Parry Hesselman): 
Account Balances (June 31, 2006) 

General Checking 
 
$410842 (Includes Rezoning and Ski Funds) 
 
 

Rezoning Fund 
Ski Fund 
General Savings DNR Grant Balance Fish Fund Savings 
Paid Dues Members: 2006 = 50 2005 = 158 2004 = 125 2003 = 153 2002 = 132 
 
$1355.88 (Contributions from 85 owners) $ 707.85 
$13,898.60 (Includes a new $7500 grant from the DNR) $7505.20 
$2578.96 

BLACK OAK LAKE PRESERVATION FOUNDATION, Inc. 

Checking Savings 
 
$2,426.85 $ 61435 

Ed Hook moved to accept the Treasurer's Report, Roberta Morris seconded the motion and it was approved unanimously. 
Water Safety and Boat Parade    Walt Bates  
There are 7 judges in place for the July 4th  Boat Parade 
Wait asked that everyone check out the Black Oak Lake Web Site to see the video of the BOLROA theme song. Also, the Newsletter is posted on the Black Oak lake web site This will enable us to make the Newsletter available to all members via the web site. It will save the Association money if we have fewer hard copies mailed out twice a year. Those members who would still like to have the Newsletter mailed to them will have that option. Walt also noted we will have a Classified ads section posted in on the web site and anyone interested in posting an ad may contact any board member 

Dave Allman is running for Vilas County Clerk. Any voting resident may sign the petition to support Dave. 
Picnic (Jim Thomas): 
Jim presented the picnic agenda for 2006. Jim reported that all the arrangements appear to be in order He surprised everyone with a tempting menu of Milfoil salad and Zooplankton entree to be served, Jim asked for volunteers to serve and clean up. Cost of picnic is $15.00 for adults and $7.00 for children under 10 years of age. Kathy Gelb and Carolyn Meyer were available to take reservations for the 2006 picnic. This may be the last year we hold the picnic at Lake Pleasant, as Stefan Anderson has offered to have  the  picnic at the Conserve School estate in 2007. This possibility will be further discussed this summer with the BOLROA Board. 
Fall Milfoil Survey (Ed HOOK); 
Bob Pierce, a Limnology specialist, spoke to the members about the seriousness of tne Eurasian Water Milfoil ("Milfoil") and stated the people are taking the potential danger too lightly. He discussed his experience at Lake Minnetonka and how quickly the milfoil spread throughout the lake. In some areas of the lake it had spread so thick residents could not move their boats in or out of their docks. 
The DNR has worked with 2 4 D and other herbicide chemicals, but no chemicals have been found to eradicate the Milfoil once it has become established. 
Ed stated that to our knowledge there is no Milfoil in our lake. A State Grant to control Milfoil for the whole state of Wisconsin is a mere $1.2 million and our own Preservation Fund is only $3,000.00. 
John Annin noted the DNR informed him that no one has successfully eradicated Milfoil from any lake. Because the State of Wisconsin "owns" the lakes it is very difficult to keep anyone out of a lake with a public access. 
Ed noted we need volunteers to help monitor the boat landing The three things necessary to prevent invasives from entering the lake are vigilantes around the lake, the visual inspection conducted in the fall, and the beach and boat landing inspection, 
Vigilante Program Status (Joe Bears): 
Joe noted the vigilantes are in place and they are as follows: 
Proceeding clockwise from the public beach area: 
Sundberg to Eaton-Nancy Eaton Eaton to Kegel·· Roberta Morris 
Kegel to MacDonald-Sally Lippert MacDonald to Hostetler-Mimi Allman Hostetler to Lauer-Grace White 
Lauer to O'Brien- Open
O'Brien to Lang-John Hattenhauer 
Lang to Steiner-Walt Bates 
Steiner to V. Vineyard- Open
V. Vineyard to B. Flemming-Fritz Hill and Sigmar Hofmann Fleming to Sundberg-Ed Hook 

There is no evidence of Milfoil in Black Oak Lake at this time. Joe noted if any suspect plant material is found it is important to mark the spot with a buoy to prevent boats spreading the plant to other parts of the lake. 
Boat Landing Inspection Program Status Bill Hall. 
Through much effort Bill has developed a program for monitoring the boats using the public landing to enter the lake. Bill has had vests, tee shirts, and aprons made for the volunteers to where while on patrol, There is a video and a written a script the volunteers may use when asking boat launchers to examine their boats. Bill has used this script and it works very well. Everything will be held in a plastic container chained and locked at the beach. It will be labeled Invasive Species Volunteer Inspection Kit". 
Bill's main concern about the program is finding volunteers willing to monitor the beach during the busy fishing hours of 6:00 am to 9:00 am and 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm. The challenge is finding volunteers willing to dedicate 3 hours at a time. 
Bill passed around a photo of Northern milfoil sample, stating it is a good thing vs Milfoil. 
We have a list of every lake in the state of Wisconsin infected with Milfoil but we need to have a list of the lakes in Michigan with Milfoil, also. Because there is some infestation 
in the Cisco Chain, Roberta Morris suggested we contact the Cisco Marina to be sure 
they are aware and checking boats before they launch boats in Black Oak Lake 
Bill passed his sign up sheet around for volunteers to sign up to monitor the boat landing 
Bill also informed the members that if anyone was interested in taking the opportunity to take the DNR education program on invasives it is a very worthwhile program 
17  lakes in Vilas County have Milfoil!. We will list them on our web page. 
Jet skies are a problem because the vegetation gets in the housing and can enter a lake undetected. 
It was discussed how important it is to check the boat anchor for Milfoi1. Bill noted most boaters are aware of the Milfoil. It will be important to determine what lakes the boater has been in most recently and if they have come from an infested lake. It was stated that it is against the law to transport invasive species but very difficult to enforce. Boat monitors are asked to record the boat registration number and the car license number to identify any offenders, 
Lake Water Quality Testing Results (John Annin:) 
Congratulations to John who is now our Vilas County Supervisor. 
We have a self help monitoring program in place which enables us to measure dissolved oxygen to keep track of the health of the lake. We are fortunate to have our own dissolved oxygen meter. 
Stu Hunt secured an additional grant to do additional testing on the lake. Black Oak Lake water quality continues to be excellent. The following are quotes from last year's Wisconsin DNR Annual Report on the lake water quality data' 
"Black Oak is extraordinarily clear. We have a 40 - 43 foot Secchi reading. It could be a concern as it appears that the walleye population has greatly reduced the Cisco population on Black Oak and the lack of Cisco then reduces the Plankton. 
Black Oak Lake is home to a unique species of lake trout, native only to Black Oak Lake. It is suspected that there are not enough cisco in the lake due to the walleye feeding on the cisco. The absence of cisco is related to lower levels of plankton, and the lake trout need the plankton to thrive. Walleye planting has therefore been cancelled last year and this year in order to protect the lake trout. 
The Association qualified for the second phase of the Lake Study. A $10,000 grant has been approved and the Association received $7,500 We expect to complete this phase by December 2006. There may be a third phase in the future. 
Susan Knight, will do testing on the lake this summer. It was her opinion that if you have an environment favorable to Northern Milfoil, the environment for Milfoil is there also. John will be leaving the Board and he would like to identify another person to oversee the lake study. Walt has volunteered to conduct water testing and asked at the meeting for someone to help him. 
The Association is eligible for four $10,000 Grants from the state. John would like to see a shoreline plant survey on Black Oak Lake. John is hopeful someone will volunteer to pursue Phase Three of the Lake Grant Program. 
Another area of concern is phosphorus in the lake. Phosphorus comes from lawn fertilizers and grass and could be harmful to the lake 
History Project (Frank Surpless): 
It is with much enthusiasm that Frank has agreed to take over the writing of the history of Black Oak Lake from Grace White. Grace has already set the wheels in motion for the project .The history will cover many pertinent topics .These topics include the early geological causes of the lake's appearance; the pre-19th Century settlers in the area; the earliest logging and resort activities; the first "permanent" pioneers who bought properties and built cabins; and their descendants and others who now reside on the lake. 
Major topics will include: why individuals and families originally came to Black Oak Lake; lakefront activities over the years; BOLROA; the annual boat parade; "doings" 
 
 
with the Land O'Lakes community; household guests' perspectives; the invasion by alien species, both floral and faunal; family tales of interest to others; ties of kinship among so many residents on the lake, annual picnics; St. Clair's Resort; the Conserve School and the Lowenstine legacy; fishing; local legends and lake lore. 
108 Families to be interviewed with an estimated completion date Fall 2007. The final History Project will be approximately 80-85 pages. 
Survivors Dinner (Bill Hall) 
The Survivors Dinner will be on September 24, 2006 at the Gateway Lodge. Due to the large group we now have, Bents Camp is not able to accommodate us in one sitting.  Therefore the 2006 Survivors Dinner will be held at the Gateway Lodge. More information will be in the fall newsletter. 
50 Year Pin and Directory (Jim Surpless): 
40% of the lake residents are eligible for a 50 year pin, which is an indication of the commitment many families have to the lake and a source of stability for the community. 
A new directory will be printed spring 2007. Jim would like a new picture on the cover of the directory. Anyone may submit a picture 
Fireworks over Black Oak Lake (Sallv Lippert) 
The negative issues with fireworks were discussed. The most serious concerns are noise, accidents, property damage, and pollution. The noise caused by fireworks negatively affects the wildlife. Also, heavy metal fallout of the toxic substances will affect the lake quality. 
Sally asked the members to refrain from personal fireworks use on our lake She also passed out literature sighting these concerns 
Shoreline Cleanup Program (Ed Hook) 
Land 0 Lakes Township and the Lake Associations are working together hoping to secure future grants to protect our lakes. 
Ed Hook and Carolyn Meyer have volunteered to arrange to remove any unsightly and unwanted items on the lake shoreline. Please call Carolyn or Ed if you would like these items removed. 
 
 
New Board Members and Officers: 
Grace White, Ed Hook, Nancy O'Brien, and John Annin are leaving the Board  this year. Tom Allman, Kathy Gelb, Elizabeth Eaton Weber, and Barb Hook have volunteered to join the Board this year. Walt Bates asked for new Board nominations from the floor. No other candidates were nominated. Julie Tryczak will go off the nominating committee and Mary Thomas will replace her. 
Fred Lippert moved to accept the nominations and Ed Hook seconded. All nominations were approved unanimously. The officers will be appointed at the Board meeting immediately following the 2006 Annual Meeting. 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:35. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Nancy O'Brien Secretary 


 
 


