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BLACK OAK LAKE RIPARIAN OWNER'S ASSOCIATION Land 0' Lakes, Wisconsin 54540 
BOLROA ANNUAL LETTER 
FALL 1983 
A beautiful summer! Consistently warm weather gave us the best in years. BOLROA had plenty of action as well and this letter will cover our various board meetings and activities. 
Your current Board of Directors is: 
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President: 
Walt Bates, Jr. Black Oak Lake 
Land O' Lakes, Wi. 54540 

Vice President:   Leo Lang 
Black Oak Lake 
Land 0' Lakes, Wi. 54540 
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Secretary: 
Treasurer: 
• Member: 
Member: 
Member: 
Member: 
Member: 
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Lolly Truss 
N28H6269 Alyce St. ,Apt. 227 Cedarburg, 'Wi.  
Jerry Olk 
1283 Covey Lane 
Eagle River, Wi. 54540 
Dan Kegal 
1900 Fairfax Dr. 
Elm Grove, Wi. 53122 
Herman Ritzwoller 
95 Willow Rd. Waukegan, Ill. 60085 
Harv Peterson 
1302 Reed Street Green Bay, Wi. 54303 
Verne Vineyard 4950 58th 
Port Brittany, St. Petersburg, Fla. 33715 
Betty Kistler 717 Eventide 
Memphis, Tenn. 38138 

Member: 
 
Harold Sundberg 2155 Berwyn 
Chicago, IL 60625 
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Hember: 
 
Bill Berg 
188 Vernon Dr. 
Mt. Lebanon, Pa. 15228 

On the sensitive side we have the opportunity to once again exercise one of the benfits of a riparian organization and take care of a problem at the most local level - namely, amongst ourselves. We have a definite problem with violations of the state law requiring a 100' minimum separation between high speed boats and docks/fishing boats. The docks that protrude out into the lake from points and those located in the narrow west channel are the usual sites of such violations. Many of our fellow residents at these sites are very properly upset. We  have spoken with some of them as well as the Land O' Lakes Town Board and the concensus is simply this; we must clean up our own act. Here's some food for thought. 
1)	100' (half again more than a ski rope) is state law minimum from a dock (occupied or not) or from an anchored fishing boat. 
2)	Another boat coming head on or side by side does not justify reducing this distance. 
J)	Considering the type of skiing you intend to do the water conditions may be just as satisfactory along the less inhabited north shore. 
4) Try to stay out of the lily pads. 
Please try to impress these points on those who drive your boat. I freely admit to my own past carelessness with regard to these points and suggest we all take more care in the future. By means of this letter I request anyone observing an occurrence of this problem to please report to a BOLROA board member. This is a matter of courtesy as well as 1aw. 
Our next annual meeting will be held on Sat. June 3,. 1984 at the Headwaters Bank. Our many thanks to Jerry Olk for making this fine facility available to us. As many of you know the Northwoods Wildlife Hospital which 
was to present a program for us at the last meeting experienced a scheduling snafu and has profusely apologized to us. They assure us that they will make next summer's meeting with an even better show than would have been possible this year. In attendance will be a bald eagle! 
Our picnic this year has a great success. Attendance was near record and we all enjoyed the fellowship. Thanks to the Tyndall's for a fine site. The rain rescheduling prompted much discussion at our last board meeting. The chief objection to a full week later rain date was the complete repreparation of food dishes. We decided to try something new in the future. The primary time will still be 4:30pm on the last Saturday in July (next summer July 28, 1984) but with a rain date of 12 noon the following day. 
As a matter of interest 3 of our last 7 annual picnics have been rain delayed.
As usual our 4th of July parade will begin at 4 on the 4th. The quality of the pontoon boat decorating contest continues to improve but someone will have to go some to dethrone recurring champ Chuck Bates. Congratulations (again) Chuck. Due to a near tie in the voting this year we de- 
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cided to have 5 judges next year at locations unknown to the competitors. 
All of us in the area were certainly saddened by the double tragedy of the weekend of August 6 & 7. First the drugstore, then long time friend and fellow resident Bob Olk. Our deepest sympathies go out to the Olk family. 
The strength they all displayed is something few could duplicate. As of today (Sept. 30) the remains of the drugstore have been levelled and 
the vacant lot is for sale. Plenty of rumors about a new store - we certain1y need one - but nothing definite yet. 
All of us will be hearing from current Black Oak history book author Ed Hook this fall regarding contributions (articles, not money). This will be a one time edition so be sure you are represented. 
Leo Lang, our newest full time resident, and Lolly Truss are compiling a detai1ed lake map with every lot identified. Did you know there are 114 property owners, 99 residences, and 7 full time families (we call them lifers) on our lake? He assures us his map will be ready next year. 
Leo also has an offer. If you are interested in local conditions such as snow depth, temperature, whether your cottage is still standing, etc. send Leo a self addressed stamped envelope and he will be glad to respond. Before we leave Leo, congratulations on second place in the town parade with his BOLROA float! 
We would also like to summarize our new BOLROA membership designations. "Member" means the property owner(s). This lucky person gets to pay the full $10 per yr. dues. "Associate Member" means frequent user - usually the owner's children. $5/yr. would be appreciated. "Beer Member" can be identified only near the keg at the picnic. c, How about a buck? Dues can be paid at the annual meeting, picnic or by mail anytime to Jerry Olk at the bank or by check to BOLROA, PO Box 485, LOL. Our treasury, by the way, is in very healthy shape. 
The DNR was on the lake on at least 2 occasions this year checking fishing licenses, life preservers, etc. Don't be unpleasantly surprised. Also note that motor trolling will be banned on Black Oak starting next year. 
Three frequent questions come from newcomers to Black Oak: 
1) How far out can I build a dock or place a raft? 
DNR and state rules say the max dock length is "reasonable". 
On shallow Lac Vieux Desert many are over 200'. That would never fly on Black Oak. The furthest a raft can be from shore is 200'. No private swimming markers are permitted - anywhere. Also, any part of a dock beyond 3' water depth must be removable. 
2) Who owns Black Oak's island? 
Nobody! It appears on no tax role or Vilas County Courthouse maps. 
3) Does BOLROA have any rules? 
BOLROA? Rules? Are you kidding? We are simply a forum - a foundation for events and dialogue to occur. By the way, an unusual number of board member positions are being vacated next year. If you have a gripe, want your views aired, want a change - here's your chance. Next annual meeting is your time! 
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The long summer has delayed fall colors considerably this year but just in the last few days they have really started to get vibrant. It’s a beautiful time of year! 
Have a great winter and we’ll see you next summer! 

Sincerely,
Walt Bates
President BOLROA 
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